DRIVING ROAD SAFETY

Gear-change should be completed before entry to the hazard, leaving
hands free to manage the steering wheel, and on o bike leaving the
rider to deal with the balance and steering, without having to worry
about gear changing. This can be especially important on bends

- when entering the hazard, adjusting speed can be critical
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tha driver or rider to
taka in informuation, v it and give oot
irfanmation asappeopriate. Linfke spesd,
gua rchanging s uswelly notappasnt to
ofher wad umrs, and does not usually
provide infanmation to themwithout the
driver o riderdoing = defibaca sy The
ot comiman aoe ption to this when a
o shrian or cyefist picks up changes in
the naima A vehickis making — butthizi
oartainly not something a drfveror rider
can raly on.
wias appropriste at the bt stagm of the
sy=inm, the net decison s wha t gear to
satact (motorcyciats have mime sightly
difiemnt considerativm hane about axact

timing, but the e isthe sama). As with
the aarker slamantsof the sysem, the
chaion isabout the gearto drive or ride

theoag h the hatand, matching the spoed
— o spands —ahesdy decided on. s
a chaios for 2 much: distance ax has
alrasdy boan planned attha position
and spoed stages — 0 is agaar for 2
saction of raad, not a point. The gear
chasan will need to cope with thepaint
at wihichitis angaged, but tha choios
imiry b mione compbax than that.
Tha=a wha drive autom atics —
of whatever form — tend to have less
work todo at this stage butthat does
not maan they have nofhing toda

THMNEMG AHEAD

This phass of the sy=tem shautl ba
camipiatad ke ey o tha hasard,
Jnsrving handes fren b mansge the i ering
whaal, and on a bike leving the rider

t dnatwith tha batance and sharing,
without haning to worry about goar
changing. Thizcan ba sepaci by

The purist vir is that the brak ing {or
spand ks by acoalaration sanselshoud
b complets before the gear changs i
started- thahand should not love the
shearing whaeal for tha gaar kever unl the
Faotimaff fia brake. With motrcycles,
wvhn Hhe gear-changring mschanmsm i
different, this s achinved in the veny st
stagn of braking. Without getting bogged
downiin dataiid debate therois 2 useful
dizcipling to be practeed in achioving that
saparation — itis a vary vishle point,and a
good indicatorof whathe r you are nunning
it ahazard while =il praparing frit.
Dhaban iy has ragred among car divars
aboutwhather this mparation is totally
reqiined, or whather sme ovartap is
accaptablo;athar wery tha principis &
that thegwar & chosen and sekscted at
the end of the phase of speed koss, whare
the grarhoxallows & as 4 sngha change.
‘Whara tho goarbas moquines 3 mouantl
change (aswith mast motoncyces], this
shoull be complated at the and of the

rasiang or spee d-ios phasa, without
uing thagears to oraste 2 braking effect.
Speed comes befone gear i the system,
and getting that sequence commctisan
rbogral part of

The gears may ba wesd to maintain a
=paed — to prevent pead rsing—ona
lengthy descant. This is a wseful moampia
tounderstand the mental process: the
choice k= about spoed (what itis going
tobe,and not fo let #rize)first, fhan,
seoordly, how use of a particultar (usunlly
liowrarr) gesar willl ac hive 2 cortain speed -

Dirver or ride s of sutomate wehickes
e muuch of the chasos of gear made by
the mechanism —of whatewves kind — but
thera ane influsnces that can be made.
Sama syshams ailow the usar o sat 2
profemnos {eg a ‘sport mode oradapt
o tha individusl"s driving style. Often,
thhe way the theotte s wsed can affect the
choite themachine rywill maka. Insame
instances —the downhill one given
abowve i the most obwious— the decison

toactively contml thegear by engaging

a hating mechansm should be made
completing this shhge

COMPLETING THIS S5TAGE
Hovwevar itis done, whemzomafom
of contral is being exencind # remains
important that the ndividual decision
fora parteular hazard is made at tha
apprapriste paint and carried outeither
atar afber the end of the spoed element.
It possibleto go't bogged downin
disoresion s about gears and gear chaoion
withaut addreccing this Exie— the
syshem i about priortses and sequencs.
It & oazy to get thisphaoe of the
sysinm mimed up with the acoeleration
phan that follows it That phaos moy
el inichude gaar changes as the vehics
s aconke @ bed away from the hazard,
hut that s not what the gear phase
k= dealling with.

To contact the LAM visit
wwved iarm ong uk or call
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