DRIVIKNG ROAD SAFETY

IN A NEW SERIES, WE LOOK AT THE IAM'S SYSTEM OF DRIVING =
THAT STRUCTURES DECISIONS IN A SEQUENCE OF ==
INFORMATION, POSITION, SPEED, GEAR AND ACCEL ERATION A
{IPSGA). THIS ISSUE CONSIDERS INFORMATION

The infarmation phase of the syshem is the
onlyann thet o riapewith il the othars.
s s or riders, wa should be taking in
infanmtion while we are on the rasd. And
whacanthalp ghving ftout bo other nosd
uers, ne miatier how hasd we try.
Infonmation i at the startof the modal,
bascanrn it's whate amy d-m_-.hh.
[But maintasning the leval t g

onthan signals alone. We all use
our wehiissin ways to give others
information. Spead, direction, the rate of
changs for both of these, the angh of tha
rider's hasd, and manyother subfefas
arg all available to ofher driars

Ohar noad uears baarm firom your
actions, and you frm theirs You canalsa
takn innformation from the lndscapa

Ry bo sarfo 2 nd positive diriving. I'M\rlg
infanmuation and not wing it ino halp to
anyon. Recognzmyg harasds aarky ghes
you e glanning tima that makes the
differance betwoan being proactive and
jpo g, o rmactive and dependent on
ather mad v s tocontol your decisiont

Baing proactive also means thatyou
can ghie ather divers notics of your
actions, =o that they are not sunprisd by
wihatyou da Being proactie means that,
hawing planned your action=, you wil be
imanitaning other raad umrs bo Son hows
{ior even if) they ane rescting o you. You
willba looking for reactions — watching
th othar peojgle invalved to e how they
arg bahawing, and ready to alber your
actions if theirs dictate that Forexsmple,
checking the drivar in the side rosd is
looking at you bafone you oomimit to
jpassing in front of Bam.

At tha harsie el infor motion is ghven
by signals — but fhane i far mone going

such as gradionts the sharpne s of
mﬂ'ﬂﬂ—ﬂﬁfﬂﬂlmm tha
wiisthe ¢ and rodad-sirbos candiions.

They ane all vishis. The sound of 2 sinen,

“You will be looking
for reactions —
wabching the other
Ppeople involved to
see how they are
behaving, and ready
to alter your actions
if theirs dictate that’

or a bargm angine, o the smell of diesal
an B road surfacs engage your

other sences and give you diffanent
infarmiaBon. Wibration frdm the whesls or
the engine can ako give helphul clues
about the road, the vehicks, your spaed
—and evan parhaps your own condition.

'Wa also feal things — bath physically
and amotionally - that ghve us vakuabie
informafion about ourmbe s, allowfing us
o recognise that we am tifng, or
reacting diffasenthy. Tham is 4 wide rangs
of nfarmation abaut your emational and
[physical condition that can atber the way
you maks decisbns and the quality of the
o o k.

Within the information phase, thres
stigws ang commanly ued b analys
wiat i going on:

ABSORE INFORMATION

Always obeerv averything around you,
including wha f's bahind you, io the sides
and potenally in your blind spots: you
=hould 2im o have a foal for what is
gaing on— 360 dagrees around you
Mirrors should be cormetly adusind zo
0L G el oodTipie o by

PROCESS INFORMATION
Using your ahemrvations, plan how i

dnal with tha fo s (and o poar rities)

i handa ide ritified and ma ke de cisoee,
using the rest of the system ax
a structure. Daing this aardy is
important, and when
Inarning to usa the
systam halps drive your
vizon further forwand

H:Hm‘lnﬂhﬁnﬁ?&'mh-
indications that you faled to pick up on?
Thess ane axtremes — but checking that
yau are looking wall shead, and widety 2z
watll{ the oppasite of tunnel vision)) i an
important oocasional seif-check. If you
have to process the infarmationin a
rush, you ane taking it too Late for
travalfing boo quickiy).

GIVE INFORMATION
Wa allgihe information butdon't aheays
reaficn the =ignals wa ane sanding.
Sometimes, wa can ba betber at it
Mot signadling fo another mad

s whn you should hawe
dona, or doing =0 tootads,
ane waning signs tat
this anea noeds
afantion.

The hom, headfights,
and even hazird
FY warning ights are all

defborate signals, Usa
your wahicls position to
=and signals, toa: for
mxample, angling the front of the
car bowards the kerblots an ancoming
amangency vehicle know that youan
moving autof the way. Angling the bike
=othe traffic shead understands which
sicda of it youam going tofilerasyou
appraach — the= are ecampies of giking
irfanma tinn that you can wse. Some times
they help others — some Bmes thay haip
others o help us



