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IN THE SECOND INSTALMENT OF OUR NEW SERIES, WE LOOK AT THEIAM'S SYSTEM OF

On INFORMATION AND HERE IS THE NEXT PHASE -

The first elomant is always infarmotion
— youcannaot make a decision abaut
whare i postion yoursalf without
knowing whera you want toba. Sa,
farmand atenra tion {25 well as cbsanving
whatis behind) i the first key to good
positioning. Information keaps amning
thmugh thi all the time - you need to
comtantly manitor what's happaning,
visumly, audiblyand physicaly.

The decizion =not naally one shaut
& singla positon, but one abauta mries
of position=through a hazand or saeries of
harards — a ing of courm. It starts,
inanvitahiy, with whene you ane now and
derwaiaas from thane: apg ching a
rghthand tumintoa sde raad, for
aamphe, woulkd develog a fing that
v out bowands the cartre of the
raad, then tums Binough S junction
itzalf, and moves away along the side
il This ‘whola fine i what the pasition
phase & them o dealwith.

Thera is 2 Saries of conwmntional things
that control pasitioning —the principle of
positioning 2o that you can ses and ba
=aaf by others, falowhg distanos from
the wa hicle in front, 2nd road lane
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imuir kings for starters. Than thare
having space batwesn you and othar
rand umrs, maintaining as smaoth (or
=hraight) a parth 2= the circwmesta noes
make sermibls, and the message your
pasition ghves io other road wsers. Thisis
nat the whale fist, and each slement
infnracts with the next. Sa, while you are
thinking ahout fallowing distance and
wha ther you can ma round the vehicle in
front, while, at the =am e fima, spotting
thee bane markings and working autwhich
lane i the one you need, you are also
avoiding the potholes for good moasure.

PLAM AHEAD AMD MOT JUST LEFT
The earfier you Tink about your intended
pamition, the aaciar it icikely to be to

¢ hemve it I wou ana in town traffic, this
ghies you kangar to deal with the other
drivarsta get thera. If ana country raad,
it aflowes you to have 2 smoatharfing
with all the benafits thatean offor,

Your position also govems your speed —
thaat’s wiy thay camm in fat ordar in the
system. An aary pasition plan alkows fr
4 mare ganned speed phasa o the
systam s well aliowing zafety,
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Positioning for view or bo ba ssen
{eectmn tox By thee same thing) = whans the
g abest controvarsy bends to develap.
On left-hand bands, this does mean
witting out o that you can ses round
tha band — and be seen by those
approaching from the other direction.
However, it does inberact with other
things imeobad in pasitioning., and if thena
= braffic coming the other way, you
should” sufrende ' some positianing ta
hawe & safe spacs batween you and the
anooming traffic. Thatmay, of coursa,
maan that you atso nesd to reduce spead
tomath the abemd amount of vision
avaitabie Fosiioning for view s aleo

& big s when following another
waicla {adeiest bo getusm if you think of it
as 2 bas o a tipper bary) along the road.
If thera am beft-fond bands, you will
sormatimies gan view shaad of it or ba
loaking alang its laft-hand sde into

a laft-hand band — = holding back

far enough to let you see thare &

a prasitioning ke mwell worth

=oime atbantion
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Thane are times whan albering postion
will nat gaEn you any real advantags.
Hyou alrandy heve 2 langthy vies, or

= much nelative o yourspead that
inoreasing it & of no neal vakun, then thom
ismast kaly noadvantage toba gainad
Iy positioning. Sa, intowns, there =
usually no paint in substantial postinning
for bands. Thana can be for tha other
herands, howevar — to creste space
betwaan pourmif and ather traffic,
inchuding eyciist, of omirss |l wisa,

e iy allow o a bartter view beteean

jparke d wehickes, zo that you can zee any

activity bataean them. For mobonoyclits
- {and eyclists), postivaing when fikerng
s oompiee, bat the principla that having
=paca from the traffic ma ged thing
A mound one.

EVERYTHING'S ALL RIGHT
Sterectypically, far a right tum you
moxtion yoursalf by fie whits lina befara
it For a right-hand bancdl, howet, you
mostion yoursal ta tha left to gain
maximaem vision anaund it Why the
diffarance? The right tum iz mally
govarmed by the ides of lines of traffic —
itallows ofher raad e rsbo pass you on
your baft, whille you wait for a braak in the
aneaming tratfic. The band, howsver, is
weally & shustion inwhich you can be
a it rrare zalf-centred inwhane you
iace yoursef an the rexd. Ralkwing e
rinzigin af how much differnen the

. presences of othar braffic can make, Bea
mundaboutin traffic you follow the lanes
marked an the road, becaws that helps
athar drivars undaerstand whars you am

going. Without
another road usar
in=ight, tha
shraightest line
becomwe poherabie
with all the advantages
fthas —but tha
obsarvation i important o
the decision. ‘Wathing
abaut? Straighten it out” isa
phrase to conside £ Shraight
lines are abways attractive —but
ba il bt srsighbariing
a line whom & will confusn others
o wham you cannot ses propady
i & cwrve which might hide a
pomon, o an anteinos that, in tumn,

e another rosd wser in . Youmust
know it imaate, notjust think it i

Being ina goad postion will allew yau
mare information, o be ther-quality
informution (for mxample, it & aasier to
Judge the longth of fie gap betwesn the
tavo wahiches shaad of you ifyou can sae
into the gag, rather than from behind the
raar vahicha). This is part of tha resson for
the avertaking decision beaing made so
aften afber a mave to the right-hand side
of the road to make anassessmant.
Being iin 2 paor postion can ke you
with poor irfarmation and mdisos your
aptions reduce your safety sim py by
putting you too close to some ting atse,
or, if ranoeuvring, kuree you hasing to
rukn an axka manoalve

Good pasitianing isa raally good hase
fron which to manage the naxt step
~the decizion about the speed you travel
at Thinking about positianing & a vital
whemant of advanoed driving.
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