DRIVING ROAD SAFETY

IPSGA

Like all stages of the sy=tam, informatian
influances the spemd phass. So, for
axam g, depanding on the hazard and
circumstances you are deafing with,

it iy b neommmary o ¢ heck what's
bahind, or to give sigmls Ganarally, fa
mm‘pﬂth harardis, S bruer

Iin Roodcraft, this phase of the system
i Wnowen il the mid-1970s a5 hrake”
rathar than ‘spoed” That tells wsa kot
abaut what this element of the system &
ety abaet. i was changed from beaka
o spead to take accountof the use of
ace elaration sanse — not bec s of
soamia dha nga in the B570s that meant
thusre was any m ane expactation that
appraaching a hazand would ghe rise to
sposding up (although t doasaliow for
that v warlf).

A haranl imdefined 2= anything
that contains an slementof actual
arpolntial danger. This phase of the
system ks about de ciding at what speed
o negotiste the harard — and how and
whan toachires that speed. Sounds
simipla, but comples hazands naquine
& datailed plan.

PLAMMMG AHEAD

Thara wil ba many oosasions where
Itha appropria te resporsa to the
comidaration of spead i that thare

= no nead to do anything. Perheps the
bandiis not sharpenough tocause a
changn in the speed, or you ane ainea dy
diriving shwily anough to daal with the
car appraaching the ghee way Enaxin the
side road. On other gocasions there will

b chesar rsad bo slow down. That isthe
simplest bl of tha deciian made 2t
thisstage

But mmwrriber that you will aiready
v decided yaur pesition — whears yau
“Iﬂ.wmmtﬁ-‘ﬂl‘h
hazard, and, i you can zea thraugh it
whara you wart bobuave it The =ama
dustrigtion apnfies to speed. This
net just the decision of what your antry
spoud to the hazard is, tutaksa tha
dwcizian about wrt it will be ot mach
paint along tha mth you have dec ded
anat the position phase.

CORMER CASE STUDY
Lot conmider a right-hand bend, which
has & sfight Inf-hand kink leading inta it
The band has bashes obsouring visin
off ta the right— but aliows vision all
tha way acrass the befi-hand kink, o
tha sntire apgras ch to tha right-fand
aloment i visible |t possibie to plin
=pwad thraugh the entire hazard inane
g0 — tha left-hand curve beoomes gt
of tha approsch bo the right-ha nd band,
rather than a sapanate herard itself. This
e that youa re now constlering
whans to decele rate through a mane
comiplx soana ria, which introduces
the aption of wrying the rate of
ducalaration_ A ppraaching the ovarall
hazard, the vision baes i into the
right-hand curve, and the siowest
paoint will b just beforn that curve
{if appropriate, aHlosing time for a
guar changa before turning i)
A==uming that the approach spead is
sunch that acoslsration senss & not going
o i ge the =peed o=, it can nowbe
planned with three phases — some firm
lo=s appraac hing the loft-hand kink,a

IN OUR PREVIOUS ISSUE,
IPSGA FOCUSED ON
POSITIOM. HERE IS THE
NEXT PHASE - SPEED

gantlersaction frough the laf curve,
and sme firmes koo again afterthat.
Of course, all sorts of other factors may
b resbervant in zuch a soenaria — but this
gremsa o hamatic des of howthe gan
for the spoad section can ba a complax
ane, and is ahout speed along a line,
rathar than simply at a point.

War've covered whitre and at what
rate to change spasd The other main
aspeactis todecide how In nonmal
diriving ciroumstanoes, thicmeans e ithar
braking of wsing aconlaration sensa.

I you drie down: hillls, this is whars
the consideration of whether to run
sl with 2 lower gaar restraining
the spaad of the vehicle is made (albeit
which gmar com es in the next phasa).
It s ko whiens, in winbery conditions,
gaars rathar than the brakes.

Of course, you can ales be considerning
whane and how to maintain a constant
=paad through all or partofa hazand.
That should be just &= consciais a
dacision as ona ahowt changing spesd.

SEQAUENCE OF SPEED

It &= impartant to remember fha
=aquanca of things, and a remindar
e may be wseful the decisonis
ahaut what spead to travel atabng
the path already decided on —tha

jpath detides what speed is approprisbe.
Attitudinalty, it & important to keep this
=aquancs comact o anan that sty
s maintained - position oomes bafom
spoad, and the discipline of that mental
jproce= is important_. “speed for the
conditions, guar for the spead’

‘The bend has bushes
obscuring vision off to
the right - but allows
vision all the way across
the left-hand kink, so
the entire approach to
the right-hand element
is visible. It is possible
to plan speed through
the entire hazord in one
go - the left-hand curve
becomes part of the
approach to the right-
hand bend, rather than
a separate hazard itself’




