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MELKSHAM & DISTRICT GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 
 

 

Social Evenings 
 
Our monthly Social Evenings feature a guest 
speaker or other event, chat, tea and raffle, 
and are held every 3rd Thursday of the month.  
They take place at 19:30 at the Riverside Club, 
Bath Road, Melksham, SN12 6LP, unless 
otherwise advised – if needed, there is a map 
on our Website.  There is a modest charge of 
£1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the 
raffle. 
 
 
 
 
Bring a friend:  All are welcome, including non-
members and members of other groups. 

 
 

The Riverside Club 

 
Classic British Cars 

1970 Marcos 3 Litre GT  
 

 
 

COMING EVENTS (2019) 
 

19:30 Thursday 16 January.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  There will be a club quiz 
night.  Please come along, and form teams of 2 people.  There will be a prize for the winning 
team.  

NEWS ITEMS 
 
Christmas.  A Merry Christmas and a happy new year to all MAM members and readers of the 
News Magazine from the MAM Committee. 
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Congratulations. 
 
Congratulations to Judith Hammond, who has passed the Advanced Driving test. 
 
Goodbye. 
 
Goodbye and good wishes to our member Susan Tumber, who is leaving us to move to South 
Wales where she intends to join the local IAM group. 
 
MAM Christmas Dinner.  The MAM’s annual Christmas dinner was again held at the Barge Inn, 
Seend, on Friday 13 December.  This was unlucky for some, as two of our members (no names 
mentioned) turned up a day early and had to make do with fish and chips.  Anyhow, those that 
did attend on the night enjoyed excellent food, and plenty of banter.  If anyone took any photos 
could they please forward them to me (John Morley).  I promise not to use them for blackmail 
purposes.   
 
A special thanks to Richard for his efforts in arranging the event.  
   
Merger of the Melksham (MAM) and Bath Advanced Motorists (BADAM). 
 
Steering Group.  A Steering Group has been formed, with David Major and John Morley from the 
Melksham group, and Lindsay Flower and Thomas Flynn from the Bath group.  
 
Date of Merger.  Progress is well in hand with the merger of the two groups, and the merger will 
take place at an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) to be held on 19 March, at the Clifford 
Suite, Beckington Memorial Hall, BA11 6SH.  The meeting will be chaired by Shaun Cronin, the 
Area Service Delivery Manager.  The agenda will include the election of a new committee.  Prior 
notice will be given to all Melksham members, and it is hoped that there will be a good 
representation from our group. 
 
Club House.  The location of the new clubhouse, at Beckington, was chosen as a strong 
possibility after much research to find a central location with suitable facilities, which would be at 
a reasonable price.  There is a large room for group social evenings, a smaller room for 
committee meetings, and a dedicated car park.  It is however possible that the Riverside Club 
may still be an option for part of the year.  The new region will extend as far as Salisbury, with 
some members coming from as far as Shepton Mallet, and Wells.  The number of members in 
the newly formed group will be approaching 200. 

 

  
 

Beckington Memorial Hall 
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News Magazine/Letter.  The current news magazine/letter for each individual group will continue 
to be published until the merger in March.  Currently the Bath group issue their newsletter 
quarterly, printed in booklet form, which is posted to all members.  The Melksham group, 
however, issues its copies monthly, with the majority of its copies being sent by email, plus a 
small number of hard copies being posted to members who do not have email accounts.  The two 
editors have met and have agreed a way ahead, which is to be ratified by the Steering Group.  It 
is proposed that after March, the new news magazine/letter will be issued quarterly in electronic 
format, with hard copies being issued to prospective members etc, and those who do not have 
access to email accounts.  The format of the new publication will be a combination of both current 
publications, and the action plan for implementation will be presented to the Steering Group on 
15 January.  The name of the new publication will be decided following a decision on the name 
for the new group. 
 
Treasurer.  The two treasurers have yet to meet to decide the way ahead.  Currently, the two 
groups start their financial years on different dates, but group membership fees are both the 
same, which at £12.00 makes the task to merge simpler.  The funds of both groups will be 
combined in the same bank.  The action plan for the merger of the new treasurer’s duties will be 
presented to the Steering Group on 15 January. 
 
Membership Data.  The Membership Secretaries have been in discussion, but have yet to meet 
to discuss the way ahead.  Currently MAM membership data is held on an Excel spreadsheet, but 
BADAM’s is held on Mac software.  Details of the structure of MAMs spreadsheet have been 
forwarded to the BADAM Membership Secretary.  A response from BADAM is awaited.  It will be 
necessary to agree a common format and combine the information electronically.  The action 
plan will be presented to the Steering Group on 22 January. 
 
Chief Observer.  An action plan for the merger of this post is to be presented to the Steering 
Group on 22 January.   
 
Group Name.  A competition to name the new group is in hand.  It will close on 20 December, 
and the winner will be decided near to Christmas.  The lucky winner will be presented with two 
bottles of wine (one red, and one white) at the EGM. 

 
ARTICLES 

Marcos Cars. 

By John Morley, based on an article by Marcos Heritage Spares Ltd.  

Mini Marcos Mark 3 Marcos Mantis XP 
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I remember, when I was posted from Plymouth to Bath in 1968, looking upon those Marcos 
sports cars with envy.  They always looked the “proper job” for a fast car and were produced 
locally in Wiltshire. 

Jem Marsh and Frank Costin, combined their names to form a name for their company in 1959.  
Costin used his aircraft background to build the monocoque body/chassis units from wooden 
laminates.  With its light weight and streamlining it produced an outstanding performance for its 
time from its modest 1 litre and 1.5 litre Ford engines 

The cars, which were among a number of similar British projects at the time, earned their success 
and prominence on the racetrack, with customers who included Jackie Stewart, who gained his 
early racing experience driving a Marcos, Derek Bell, Jackie Oliver, and Jonathan Palmer. 

The first cars were not attractive, but sold on pure capability.  Frank Costin left the company in 
1961, when his project was handed over to Dennis and Peter Adams.  They simplified the 
construction techniques and in 1963 they produced designs for the Marcos 1800, which still 
depended upon wood for the chassis, with a beautiful new fibreglass shell, which was an 
immediate success following its launch at the Motor Show that October. 
 
In its heyday the now deceased company, which had small factories in Bradford-on-Avon and 
Westbury, produced cars that were raced globally.  The cars were, for a period, produced as kit 
cars for enthusiasts to build in their own garages. 
 
I once visited the Nissen hut company in Westbury, with my wife, to consider buying a kit to build 
for myself.  Unfortunately when my wife saw the Mini Marcos she expressed her disapproval to a 
disappointed Jem Marsh.  I went away empty handed. 
 
I frequently drive past Marcos Heritage Spares at Semington, Wiltshire, which is near my home in 
Seend, and examples of the cars, which are for sale, are often on display in the courtyard.  
Perhaps a sad ending to such an outstanding history for such a small car manufacturer. 

PUZZLES AND QUIZZES 
Know Your Driving and Car? 
 
Answers at the end of the News Magazine (No cheating please!) 
 

QUESTION ANSWER (MULTIPLE CHOICE) 
1. 1970-76: Which small four door saloon was 

introduced by Hillman to compete with the 
very successful Ford Escort? 

A40, Avenger, Anglia, or Allegro? 

2. 1919-Present: Which famous racing 
marque, that produced some of the most 
powerful road-going cars of the 1920s and 
30s, is famed for producing luxury Grand 
Tourers and fast sports saloons? 

Bentley, Bristol, Berkeley,or  Bond? 

3. 1962-1982: Which medium-sized family 
saloon was to become the best-selling car 
in the UK during the 1970s? 

Cortina, Chevette, Consul, or Cresta? 

4. 1972-1980: Which sports saloon was one of 
the more successful British Leyland 
products, being the first ever mainstream 
car to have four valves per cylinder and the 
first British car to offer alloy wheels as 
standard? 

Dolomite, Defender, DB5, or Discovery. 



 
 

 
Affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists 

5 
 

5. 1968-2002: Which small family saloon, later 
a hatchback, was the best-selling car in 
Britain throughout the 1980s and 90s, as 
well as being very successful on the rallying 
circuit? 

Ford Escort, Honda Civic, Ford Focus, or 
Peugeot 307?  

6. 1997-Present: Which Land Rover model 
was one of the first cars to offer a 
compromise between off-road ability, 
streamlined looks and comfortable day-to-
day road use? 

Focus, Frontera, Fiesta, or Freelander? 

7.  1972-1985: Which executive saloon by 
Ford became famous as the main vehicle 
used by Scotland Yard's Flying Squad in 
the TV cop series, 'The Sweeney'? 

Galaxy, Ghost, Golf, or Granada? 

8. 1959-1971: The popular Triumph Herald 
was replaced by the Triumph Toledo. 

True or false? 

9. 1963-1976: Which small, two door saloon 
was the only British-designed competitor to 
the Mini during the 1960s? 

Impi, Imp, Indy, or Inchy? 

10. 1966-1976: Which company built a luxury 
Grand Tourer called the Interceptor? 

Jaguar, JZR, Jowett, or Jensen? 

 
FUN CORNER 

 
It’s a Christmas Cracker!  By courtesy of Richard 

 What happens to elves when they behave naughty?  Santa gives them the sack. 
 What kind of music do elves listen to?  Wrap. 
 What is a snowman’s favourite breakfast?  Ice Crispies. 
 Why didn't the skeleton go to the Christmas party?  He had no-body to go with. 
 Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?  A Mince Spy 
 What says 'Oh Oh Oh'?  Santa walking backwards! 
 What do you call a greedy elf?  Elfish. 
 What do zombies eat with their Christmas dinner?  Grave-y. 
 Who delivers presents to baby sharks at Christmas?  Santa Jaws! 
 What did one snowman say to the other snowman?  Can you smell carrot? 

 
A Marked Man 
 
It was raining quite heavily on the M4 as I was catching up with the lorry in front of me.  Suddenly, 
the double brake lights powered by 24v with extra bright L.E.Ds dazzled me.  The Ferodo air 
powered vented disc brakes stopped the lorry a lot quicker than I could stop my car.  As I crashed 
into the powder coated rear bumper made from 100mm x 150mm box section steel breaking my 
arm, 3 ribs, and my pelvis, I realised this was no ordinary Lorry . . . . . 
 
This was an M&S lorry. 

READER’S LETTERS/EMAILS 
 
Unfortunately none this month.   
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
None this month. 

 
Please forward any questions on motoring and cars etc to john_morley@live.co.uk and an expert 
will hopefully answer them within the News Magazine. 

_________________ 
 
Members who have news items or articles that may be of interest are invited to forward 
them to John Morley at:  john_morley@live.co.uk.  Please title all emails “MAM News Item”. 

________________ 

 

FURTHER NOTICES 

1. Email addresses:  Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your 
newsletters by post please let the Editor, John Morley, know your email address.  You will 
benefit from early receipt of the News Magazine, early notice of special events, and we 
save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.  

2. Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a 
suggestion for a talk, at our social evenings please advise the Events Coordinator, 
Richard Clark or Caroline Marsden. 

3. Publicity:  Current post vacant. 

4. Contact Details: If you move house, or your email or telephone number changes, please 
inform John Morley so that you don’t lose contact with us. 

5. Drive Check: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new 
members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major. 

 

CONTACT US 

David Major: for queries about IAM Training, Associates and Observing:  07743 246746 
 
Website:  https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/melksham   

Melksham Group Committee:  

Chairman:  Richard Clark:  richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Secretary:  Caroline Marsden:  cmarsdenmiam@outlook.com 
Treasurer:  Douglas Colborne:  douglas.colborne@btinternet.com 
Membership Secretary:  John Morley:  john_morley@live.co.uk 
Chief Car Observer/Associates:  David Major:  dmajor@toucansurf.com   
Events Coordinator:   Temporary (post vacant): richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Melksham News Editor:  John Morley: john_morley@live.co.uk 
Webmaster:   Colin Nunn: colnun@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Disclaimer 
Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those 
of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District 
Group Committee, unless made explicit.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are 
published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute 
changes to plans do occur. 
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Answers to the quiz: 
 

1. Avenger 
2. Bentley 
3. Cortina 
4. Dolomite 
5. Ford Escort 
6. Freelander 
7. Granada 
8. True 
9. Imp 
10. Jensen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  


