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MELKSHAM & DISTRICT GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 
 

 

Social Evenings 
 
Our monthly Social Evenings feature a guest 
speaker or other event, chat, tea and raffle, 
and are held every 3rd Thursday of the month.  
They take place at 19:30 at the Riverside Club, 
Bath Road, Melksham, SN12 6LP, unless 
otherwise advised – if needed, there is a map 
on our Website.  There is a modest charge of 
£1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the 
raffle. 
 
 
 
 
Bring a friend:  All are welcome, including non-
members and members of other groups. 

 
 

The Riverside Club 
 

 
Classic British Cars 

1953 Armstrong Siddeley Sapphire 
 
 

COMING EVENTS (2019) 
 

19:30 Thursday 21 February.  Claire Brommel will be giving a talk on the Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance. 
 
19:30 Thursday 21 March.  Gavin Mills, will be providing a presentation on the Thatcham 
Research establishment’s work. 
 
19:30 Thursday 18 April.  There will be a talk on the St John’s Ambulance organisation. 
 
19:30 Thursday 16 May.  This evening’s event has not yet been identified – Please inform 
Richard if you have any ideas.   
 
19:30 Thursday 20 June.  To be allocated. 
 



 
 

 
Affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists 

2 
 

19:30 Thursday 18 July.  Skittles evening at the White Hart, Atworth.  Come along, it is always a 
good evening. 
 
19:30 Friday 13 December.  The MAM will be holding its Christmas dinner at the Barge Inn, 
Seend.  Make sure you reserve your place/s early for this ever increasingly popular event.  

 
NEWS ITEMS 

 
MAM Quiz Night. 
 
The group held a Quiz Night at the clubhouse on Thursday 17 January.  There was a variety of 
topics, and although the turnout could have been better, 5 teams joined in.  The winners were 
Caroline and John Marsden, who were rewarded with boxes of chocolates for their efforts. 
 
Observers Meeting.  The next Observers Meeting will take place at the "Blunsdon House Hotel" 
on Saturday 2nd March 2019, starting at 09:30 for 10:00.  Estimated finish time 14:00.  If you are 
an Observer and wish to attend, please inform David Major. 
 
Current Agenda: 
 
Examiner test standers as reported by a recent Swindon associates and observers. 
Shaun Cronin to respond to the comments. 
Membership Group Sign Off 
Masters. Latest situation regarding re-test fees. 
Observer qualifications & training 
Recruitment of new observers 
Recruitment of young drivers. 
Free taster sessions. Findings 
Talks to local groups, WI, etc  

 
ARTICLES  

 
Councils spend millions in compensation for pothole damage.  By Samantha Mendez of 
Admiral UK. 
 

 
 

Potholes cost Britain millions of pounds each year - with compensation claims on the rise this 
year following the Beast from the East. 
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A number of Freedom of Information (FOI) requests have revealed a snapshot of the cost of 
potholes around the country; a Cycling UK FOI shows local authorities spent at least £43.3 million 
in compensation claims and legal costs over the last five years. 
 
While recent claims data from Highways England, following an FOI request, reveals successful 
claims after incidents on England's motorways, and major A roads, more than doubled in the last 
financial year.  
 
Some 528 claims were upheld between April 2017 and April 2018, compared to 212 in 2016/17, 
and 187 in 2015/16.  The Beast from the East has been blamed for the rise in pothole 
compensation claims. 
   
Other key findings in Cycling UK's data reveal: 

 Authorities on average incurred costs of £277,707.44 
 670 cyclists and 30,893 drivers had their claims accepted 
 Motorists received on average £841.26 per successful claim 
 Cyclists received on average £10,963.15 per successful claim 
 £9,980,158.74 was spent on legal costs 

 
Pesky potholes: 
Earlier this year, the AA estimated there had already been over 4,200 claims for pothole damage 
across the country, with an average repair bill of around £1,000.  
 
In 2016, the Government created a permanent pothole fund to repair roads, with £250 million 
over five years.  This is on top of almost £5billion committed to general roads maintenance. 
 
Last month (October 2018), Chancellor Philip Hammond announced local councils in England are 
to get an extra £420m to tackle the growing number of potholes, as well as £25.5bn for Highways 
England, for major road upgrades between 2020 and 2025 - largely funded by vehicle excise 
duty. 
 
How to claim for pothole damage: 
As we’ve already mentioned, there is no guarantee that you will be able to claim any money back 
if your car is damaged on a British road, but we think it’s worth a try. 
 
Here’s our step-by-step guide on claiming compensation for pothole damage: 
 

 a.  Collect your evidence – Make a note of the pothole’s location, the time and date you hit it and 
get a photo if it’s safe to do so.  Then take your car to a garage for the damage to be assessed, 
and get the mechanic’s report in writing; you’ll need this when making your case. 

  
 b.  Who’s responsible? The next step is to work out who maintains the road; different authorities 

are responsible for maintaining certain types of roads.  For example local roads, B roads, and 
smaller A roads are maintained by the local councils in England, Wales and Scotland.  See 
Money Saving Expert’s full list of who’s in charge of what. 

  
 c.  Reporting it – now you know who’s in charge you’ll need to lodge a formal complaint – see if 

the relevant body has a template you can fill in.  Include as much information as possible, 
including the mechanic’s report, repair costs, and any photos you’ve taken. 

  
 d.  Got an offer? Is the council’s offer acceptable, does it cover your costs?  If not, be persistent, 

and go back to the council.  You have a right to fair compensation if the council or Highways 
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Agency has failed in its duty to keep the road in a good state of repair.  You also stand a better 
chance of settlement if the pothole has already been reported and the council hasn’t acted. 

  
 e.  Offer rejected? If you feel your claim has been unfairly rejected you can seek legal advice, or 

make a case through the small claims court.  However, this could be a time-consuming process, 
and is likely to be worthwhile only if the repair bill is considerable. 
 
f.  Claiming through insurance – if you have comprehensive cover you can claim for pothole 
damage on your insurance, however it’s worth considering the cost of the damage as well as your 
excess payments, and if the claim will affect your No Claims Bonus. 
 
Claiming for pothole damage on your car insurance: 
  
If you do decide to claim through your car insurance, you won't be alone - Admiral deals with 
hundreds of pothole-related claims every month.  And, just like the rise in compensation claims to 
local councils in the past year, their claims team has also seen a rise. 
  
So far, in 2018, Admiral has received 480 claims - the highest number they have had in the past 
seven years, and up from 293 in 2017.  It's the second highest number of pothole-related claims 
they have had in the past decade, beaten only by 513 claims in 2010. 
 
From November to Boxing Day 2010, two spells of severe winter weather hit the UK - breaking 
records for most snowfall seen since the '60s.  Temperatures struggled to rise above freezing 
during the days with northern Scotland registering a bitingly cold -20 degrees. 
   
As well as causing havoc at airports - Heathrow and Gatwick both closed that winter - it's also 
safe to say the weather would've caused troubles on UK roads - particularly when it comes to 
potholes.  
 
His Royal Highness, by John Morley. 
 
You will no doubt be aware that Prince Philip has recently been involved in two traffic incidents. 
 
The first incident took place when he pulled out from a minor road, at a junction, and drove 
straight into the path of an oncoming vehicle.  The vehicle contained two women and a baby, and 
one of the women was injured.  Other than a message, via a police liaison, stating “The Queen 
and the Duke of Edinburgh would like to be remembered to you”, there has been no apology.    
 
The question posed here is; Will he be prosecuted, like any member of the public, or will he be 
given special treatment because he is a royal?  Watch this space!   
 
An additional factor concerning this accident is the adverse, and unfair perspective, placed upon 
older drivers by the press and public, despite the lower percentage of accidents involving older 
drivers, than the young. 
 
Within two days, a new Land Rover was delivered to his highness.  He was then stopped by the 
police for not wearing a seat belt, and just given some advice.  This would not have happened to 
any member of the public, who would have been prosecuted, with either a fixed penalty of £100, 
or a fine of up to £500 if taken to court.  Why, was he not charged like any other being? 
 
I am a supporter of the Royal family, but have to comment that I find this apparent imbalance of 
justice to be most distasteful. 
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PUZZLES AND QUIZZES 
 

Know Your Driving and Car? 
 
Answers at the end of the News Magazine (No cheating please!) 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 
1. The Lexus LFA was first prototyped in 

2004 at which legendary racetrack? 
Silverstone, Nürburgring, or Suzuca? 

2. The best-selling sports car is called a 
Eunos Roadster in Japan. What is its 
UK name? 

MY-5, MX-5, or GTX-5? 

3. Which car has been credited with kick-
starting the SUV market? 

Toyota Land Cruiser, Lexus LX 570, or 
Toyota Track Warrior? 

4. What was the first Japanese car to be 
built in the United States? 

Honda Accord, Honda Civic, or Suzuki 
Jimny? 

5. What is the Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution 
better known as? 

Lancer, Evo, or FQ? 

6. Which Broadway musical was Datsun’s 
legendary sportscar named after? 

Funny Girl, Gypsy, or My Fair Lady? 

7. What was the world’s first ever hybrid 
car? 

Toyota Prius, Nissan Leaf, or Honda 
Insight? 

8. What Japanese car was rally champion 
Colin McRae most associated with? 

Hyundai Accent, Toyota Celica, or Subaru 
Impreza? 

9 What was Top Gear’s original ‘Star in a 
Reasonably Priced Car’? 

Honda Civic, Suzuki Liana, or Toyota 
Corolla? 

10. What was the UK’s best-selling 
Japanese car in 2018? 

Nissan Qashqai, Honda Civic, Nissan 
Note, or Nissan Leaf? 

 
FUN CORNER 

 
My wife is so negative.  I remembered the car seat, the pushchair, AND the nappy bag.  Yet all 
she can talk about is how I forgot the baby. 
 
I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather.  Not screaming and yelling like the 
passengers in his car. 
 
Apparently I snore so loudly that it scares everyone in the car I'm driving. 
 
Going to church doesn't make you a Christian, any more than standing in a garage makes you a 
car. 
 
My wife had her driving test the other day.  She got 8 out of 10.  The other 2 blokes jumped clear. 
 
I gave up my seat to a blind person in the bus.  That is how I lost my job as a bus driver. 
 
Two fish are sitting in a tank.  One looks over at the other and says: "Hey, do you know how to 
drive this thing?" 
 
Isn't it weird how, when a cop drives by, you feel paranoid instead of protected. 
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Most popular word during 2018? 
 
It would appear that the most popular word in 2018 was “amazin(g)”.  Listen out for how many 
times you hear it.  It will amaze you. 

 
READER’S LETTERS/EMAILS 

 
Unfortunately none this month.   
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
None this month. 

 
Please forward any questions on motoring and cars etc to john_morley@live.co.uk and an expert 
will hopefully answer them within the News Magazine. 

_________________ 
 
Members who have news items or articles that may be of interest are invited to forward 
them to John Morley at:  john_morley@live.co.uk.  Please title all emails “MAM News Item”. 

________________ 

FURTHER NOTICES 

 Email addresses:  Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your 
newsletters by post please let the Editor, John Morley, know your email address.  You will 
benefit from early receipt of the News Magazine, early notice of special events, and we 
save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.  

 Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a 
suggestion for a talk, at our social evenings please advise the Events Coordinator, Richard 
Clark or Caroline Marsden. 

 Publicity:  Current post vacant. 

 Contact Details: If you move house, or your email or telephone number changes, please 
inform John Morley so that you don’t lose contact with us. 

 Drive Check: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new 
members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major. 

 

CONTACT US 

David Major: for queries about IAM Training, Associates and Observing:  07743 246746 
 
Website:  https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/melksham   

Melksham Group Committee:  

Chairman:  Richard Clark:  richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Secretary:  Caroline Marsden:  cmarsdenmiam@outlook.com 
Treasurer:  Douglas Colborne:  douglas.colborne@btinternet.com 
Membership Secretary:  John Morley:  john_morley@live.co.uk 
Chief Car Observer/Associates:  David Major:  dmajor@toucansurf.com   
Events Coordinator:   Temporary (post vacant): richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Melksham News Editor:  John Morley: john_morley@live.co.uk 
Webmaster:   Colin Nunn: colnun@hotmail.com 
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Disclaimer 
Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those 
of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District 
Group Committee, unless made explicit.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are 
published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute 
changes to plans do occur. 

 
Answers to the quiz: 

 
1. Nürburgring  
2. MX5 
3. Toyota Land Cruiser 
4. Honda Accord 
5. Evo 
6. My Fair Lady 
7. Toyota Prius 
8. Subaru Impreza 
9. Suzuki Liana 
10. Nissan Qashqai 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  


