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MELKSHAM & DISTRICT GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 
 

 

Social Evenings 
 
Our monthly Social Evenings feature a guest 
speaker or other event, chat, tea and raffle, 
and are held every 3rd Thursday of the month.  
They take place at 19:30 at the Riverside Club, 
Bath Road, Melksham, SN12 6LP, unless 
otherwise advised – if needed, there is a map 
on our Website.  There is a modest charge of 
£1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the 
raffle. 
 
 
 
 
Bring a friend:  All are welcome, including non-
members and members of other groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Riverside Club 
 

 
Classic British Cars 

Morris Minor  
 

 
 

COMING EVENTS (2018) 
 

19:30 Thursday 19 July.  The MAM will be holding its Skittles Evening at the White Hart Inn, 
Atworth.  Come along and have fun, and pub grub. 
 
19:30 Thursday 16 August.  No club night, due to holiday season.  So please don’t come along. 
 
19:30 Thursday 20 September.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  Christopher Clark from 
the Highways Department, Wiltshire Council, will be giving a presentation.  Any questions should 
be forwarded to Richard Clark, in advance. 
 
19:30 Thursday 18 October.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  David Douch, from the 
Swindon Group, will be giving a talk on Car Design and Security.  Come along.  Knowing David, it 
will be an interesting evening. 
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19:30 Thursday 15 November.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  Wiltshire Police will be 
giving a talk on their role with firearms.    
 
19:30 Thursday 20 December.  The MAM will be holding its Christmas Meal at a venue to be 
decided.  All members will be invited. 

 
NEWS ITEMS 

 
National Observer’s Test. 
 
John Morley (your News Mag editor) passed the National Observer’s test on 25 June, with Shaun 
Cronin as examiner.   
 
MAM Club Night Thursday 21 June. 
 
The club held its annual Drive Check Night, organised by David Major.  Six Advanced Drivers and 
six Observers took part.  The evening was enjoyed by all, and served as a reminder of advanced 
driving skills, to those who took part. 
 
MAM Skittles Evening Thursday 19 July. 
 
Details have been sent out by email.  Please let Richard know if you are attending, and what your 
choice of meal is, before he goes away on holiday early in July. 

 
ARTICLES  

 
Zero-emissions – Hyundai and Audi form hydrogen fuel cell partnership.  (Based on 
an article by Ed Wiseman, in The Telegraph).               

Hyundai and Audi have announced a hydrogen partnership that will see both brands cooperating 
in the development of automotive fuel cell technology. 

The multi-year patent cross-licensing agreement includes "a broad range" of components for fuel 
cell cars (a type of zero-emission vehicle that runs on hydrogen).  This announcement comes 
after Audi renewed its partnership with long-standing fuel cell supplier Ballard Power Systems 
earlier in June.  

The fuel cell is the most systematic form of electric driving, and thus a potent asset in our 
technology portfolio for the emission-free premium mobility of the future,” said Peter Mertens, 
Board Member for Technical Development at AUDI AG. 

AUDI AG is joining forces with strong partners such as Hyundai.   

Audi is the hydrogen fuel cell lead within the Volkswagen Group and is understood to be 
developing Fuel Cell Electric Vehicle (FCEV) road cars for introduction in 2020. Hyundai is a 
leader in fuel cell cars, having produced both the ix35 SUV and the upcoming Nexo, due to 
launch in the UK early next year. 

Hyundai Mobis, the group's main hydrogen component manufacturer, can expand complete fuel 
cell powertrain production to "tens of thousands" of units per year at its Chungju (South Korea) 
facility, though at the moment capacity is just 3,000 annually. There are an estimated 100 fuel cell 
cars in the UK. 



 
 

 
Affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists 

3 
 

In addition to sharing components, Hyundai and Audi have expressed an intention to "spur 
innovation" in H2 tech, providing "more advanced mobility options" to customers. 

A hydrogen fuel cell uses an electrochemical reaction to turn hydrogen and oxygen into electricity 
and water. In the context of vehicle propulsion, this enables zero-emission mobility with long 
range and relatively fast refuelling times – a Hyundai Nexo can be fully 'recharged' from empty in 
under five minutes, with a range of around 500 miles per refill. 

Challenges include the creation and distribution of hydrogen which, despite being the most 
abundant atom in the universe, can be expensive to obtain. Only a small number of hydrogen 
filling stations exist in the UK and, while the number is growing across Europe, the network is not 
yet comprehensive enough for widespread FCEV uptake. 

Hydrogen can be produced in several different ways, including using algae, fermentation or 
'gasification' from fossil fuels. The most practical method currently used in transport is 
electrolysis, a process by which renewable electricity is used to 'split' water into hydrogen and 
oxygen, normally on the same site as the fuel pump.  

Hyundai has identified regenerative hydrogen production and the establishment of hydrogen 
infrastructure as being key factors in the fuel's future market success. 

Editor’s Note:  Currently even electric cars are responsible for the consumption of non-renewable 
polluting fuels, as they use electricity generated by power stations, which in 2016 used 54.1% 
fossil fuels (source: https://www.energy-uk.org.uk/energy-industry/electricity-generation.html).  
However, to a lesser extent, the production of hydrogen will also utilise electricity produced by 
current power stations.     

An article by Peter Soul of the Thames Valley Group (May 2018).  

  

Peter Soul  

 

A PHYSICIST WRITES . . . 

I am having to start composing this column (with some difficulty, given the surroundings!) having 
arrived at the furthest corner of North Wales, on a big island:  Anglesey. At any rate, it has twice 
the area of the Isle of Wight, though with barely half the population, which would explain the 
relatively traffic-free roads.  Better still is the near-absence of potholes (this seemed to apply 
across N Wales too, as we drove). 

Here in a large holiday home above a beautiful bay are all the eight descendants of my late 
parents, along with spouses – in total, 13 (plus a ‘bump’, and a dog, easing any superstitious 
minds).  The weather maps for the coming week show Anglesey to be in a microclimate, giving us 
fine weather while most of the mainland is to be rained on... 

Our journey here (for Mrs S and me) was not uneventful: as we neared Oxford, in the centre lane 
of a congested M40, brake and hazard lights lit up ahead, and then suddenly a large flattish 
object appeared in our path.  Driving over it seemed the best course, and at first I thought I had 
left it behind, from what I could see in the rear-view mirror. But I soon realized that something 
was caught underneath.  Luckily I was able to escape the flow on to the hard shoulder. 
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By reversing a few feet (illegally!) I managed to release the object, which turned out to be a large, 
severely battered rucksack, with much still inside.  We loaded it on board, set off again and 
turned off the motorway for lunch as planned.  I phoned Thames Valley Police, who 
recommended handing the item in at the nearest police station. 

This was in Bicester, and here the officer on duty put on rubber gloves, produced a large pair of 
tongs, and proceeded to fish out the contents.  The sorriest-looking of these was a small laptop, 
now lap-shaped instead of flat. But nothing offered any obvious identification, so our man handed 
me a receipt and said I could have everything (though I assume not the tech stuff, because of 
data protection) in six weeks if it was still unclaimed.  I tried to look appreciative. 

What annoys me most, now, about this episode is that although my dashcam must have captured 
it, I didn’t think to save the recording (which was therefore quite soon overwritten).  I would like to 
have checked my memory of what happened so quickly: how did the drivers ahead react to the 
hazard?  Was I too close to the vehicle directly in front?  Did the rucksack really appear flat 
enough to be driven over?  I shall never know! Next time I must remember to keep the evidence... 

Mentioning such evidence – and being in Wales – reminds me of Operation Snap.  This is a 
scheme that was started by N Wales Police 18 months ago, and now covers the whole of the 
Principality, by which anyone can submit camera footage online of another driver’s moving-traffic 
offence, such as crossing a double white line, jumping a red light or using a mobile phone (bad 
parking is excluded, and also collisions for some reason), and can expect the police at least to 
assess it and maybe take action. 

Previously, for the police to receive and make use of filmed evidence from members of the public 
was a long and complex business (as it presumably still is elsewhere in the UK, where such film 
is accepted at all).  I’ve seen a check-list of 28 actions to be taken!  But with Operation Snap, half 
of these are eliminated just by the simple sending in of the recording.  It’s then reviewed, and 
immediate decisions can be taken about whether an offence has clearly been committed and, if 
so, whether to prosecute the offender, fire off a warning letter, or just let the matter drop. 

What do you need to do to report a misdemeanour you’ve just seen (on a Welsh road)?  First 
make sure your recording – in a dashcam or a cycle-helmet camera or whatever – is preserved, 
and that you can read the registration number of the offending vehicle.  Then go to 
https://gosafesnap.wales for further instructions.  These include confirming the details of what 
happened, stating if you are willing to attend court if necessary – and not editing or changing the 
recording at all. 

In fact, we’re told that less than 2% of these reports result in a court case: offenders are more 
likely to be given a fixed penalty or offered an education course.  And in any case, the main 
objective is not achieve prosecutions but to improve road safety by influencing driving behaviour, 
as everyone becomes more aware that an offence is likely to be caught on camera.  You are 
warned, though, that your own driving will be also be scrutinized.  So don’t (for example) break 
the speed limit in order to catch up with someone who you saw breaking it first! 

Recently I’ve seen more news, good and bad, on this idea of influencing behaviour: the good 
news is that a Croatia-based insurance company studied the effect of giving drivers a 
smartphone app that generated a safety score for them, based on various aspects of their driving 
– acceleration, braking, cornering, even their speeding.  The more frequent users of the app 
increased their score by an average of nearly 40%, in a year.  Whatever this may mean exactly, 
it’s clear that being monitored encouraged the users to improve their standard of driving. 

Bad results, however, come from watching films featuring ‘extreme driving’.  It’s not easy to 
measure the direct effect of violent or explicit films on behaviour, but a researcher at Harvard 
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Medical School hit on the idea of correlating online speeding-ticket records (across a particular 
county in a US state) with the times and locations of the release of films in the Fast and 
Furious series, over a period of five years. 

What the movies did (in districts around the cinemas), curiously, was to boost the average speed 
shown on tickets but not the quantity of them.  This suggests that existing speeders sped faster, 
but the films didn’t inspire additional ones.  Which is half-good news for everyone, I guess, if it 
extends to other film genres: it implies that you may safely watch Murder on the Orient 
Express and not become murderous yourself. 

Lastly, I regret to say that dashcams do catch cyclists out sometimes: last month, in Nottingham 
after dark, one of them was seen to lay down in the road alongside his bicycle, in front of an 
approaching car (which stopped in time). When told by the driver that he was on camera, he 
promptly got up and scooted. If this was some attempted insurance scam, it was a risky one! 

PUZZLES AND QUIZZES 
 

Know Your Driving and Car? 
 
Answers at the end of the News Magazine (No cheating please!) 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 
1. In which decade was Renault founded? 1930’s, 1890’s, 1900’s, or 1910’s? 
2. Which is NOT a Renault truck or van? Torino, Master, Kangoo, or Trafic? 
3. Which layout did the Renault Dauphine 

have? 
Rear-Engine, Rear-Wheel Drive, or Rear-
Engine, All-Wheel Drive, or Mid-Engine, 
Rear-Wheel Drive, or Front-Engine, Front-
Wheel Drive? 

4. Which car has the fastest 0-60 time? 2005 Renault Grand Scenic 2.0T, 2008 
Renault Megane R26R, 2008 Renault 
Laguna 3.0 V6 dCi Coupe, or 2008 
Renault Renaultsport Twingo 133? 

5. The 1987-1989 Renault Medallion was 
sold in North America under which 
brand? 

Chrysler, Ford, Eagle (AMC), or Buick?  

6. In what country is Austin Healey 
headquartered? 

Ireland, England, Italy, or Sweden? 
 

7. Which car is NOT an Austin Healey 
model? 

2000, Sprite, 3000, or 100-6? 
 

8. Austin Healey produced sedans and 
coupes 

False, or true?  
 

9 Which Austin Healey has the fastest 
quarter mile time? 

1962 Austin Healey 3000 MK II, 1955 
Austin Healey 100s, 1960 Austin Healey 
Sebring Sprite, or 1961 Austin Healey 
Sprite MK II?  

10. What year was Austin Healey founded? 1955, 1952, 1937, or 1948? 
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FUN CORNER 

 

 
 

The Wonders of Incar Technology 
 
How to reduce accidents on our roads. 
 
Apparently, 15% of all accidents are caused be “drink drivers”.  If this is the case, then perhaps 
the law should think about banning the 85% majority from driving, to make our roads safer.  

 
 

READER’S LETTERS/EMAILS 
 
Unfortunately none this month.   
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
None this month. 

 
Please forward any questions on motoring and cars etc to john_morley@live.co.uk and an expert 
will hopefully answer them within the News Magazine. 

_________________ 
 
Members who have news items or articles that may be of interest are invited to forward 
them to John Morley at:  john_morley@live.co.uk.  Please title all emails “MAM News Item”. 

________________ 

 

FURTHER NOTICES 

 Email addresses:  Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your 
newsletters by post please let the Editor, John Morley, know your email address.  You will 
benefit from early receipt of the News Magazine, early notice of special events, and we 
save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.  

 Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a 
suggestion for a talk, at our social evenings please advise the Events Coordinator, Richard 
Clark or Caroline Marsden. 
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 Publicity:  Current post vacant. 

 Contact Details: If you move house, or your email or telephone number changes, please 
inform John Morley so that you don’t lose contact with us. 

 Drive Check: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new 
members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major. 

 

CONTACT US 

David Major: for queries about IAM Training, Associates and Observing:  07743 246746 
 
Website:  https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/melksham   

Melksham Group Committee:  

Chairman:  Richard Clark:  chairman@m-a-m.org.uk 
Secretary:  Caroline Marsden:  group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk 
Treasurer:  Douglas Colborne:  treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk 
Membership Secretary:  John Morley:  john_morley@live.co.uk 
Chief Car Observer/Associates:  David Major:  dmajor@toucansurf.com   
Events Coordinator:   Post vacant: events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk  
Melksham News Editor:  John Morley: john_morley@live.co.uk 
Webmaster:   Colin Nunn: webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk 
Committee Member:  Don Jones:  donjones1@sky.com 

 
 
 

Disclaimer 
Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those 
of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District 
Group Committee, unless made explicit.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are 
published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute 
changes to plans do occur. 

 
Answers to the quiz: 

 
1. 1890’s 
2. Torino 
3. Rear-Engine, Rear-Wheel Drive 
4. 2008 Renault Megane R26R 
5. Eagle (AMC) 
6. England 
7. 2000 
8. False 
9. 1955 Austin Healey 100s 
10. 1952 

 
 


