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MELKSHAM & DISTRICT GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 
 

 

Social Evenings 
 
Our monthly Social Evenings feature a guest 
speaker or other event, chat, tea and raffle, 
and are held every 3rd Thursday of the month.  
They take place at 19:30 at the Riverside Club, 
Bath Road, Melksham, SN12 6LP, unless 
otherwise advised – if needed, there is a map 
on our Website.  There is a modest charge of 
£1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the 
raffle. 
 
 
 
 
Bring a friend:  All are welcome, including non-
members and members of other groups. 

 
 

The Riverside Club 

 
Classic British Cars 

Austin 1100  
 

 
 

COMING EVENTS (2019) 
 

19:30 Thursday 20 June.  Check drive evening.  Come along and refresh your advanced driving 
with an allocated Observer.   
 
19:30 Thursday 18 July.  Skittles evening at the White Hart, Atworth.  Come along, it’s always a 
good evening. 
 
19:30 Thursday 19 September.  Social evening.  The St John Ambulance is going to give us a 
talk on the different types of defibrillators and how they work.     
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19:30 Thursday 17 October.  Social Evening.  John Leyden will be giving a talk on “The Edge of 
Heaven - Trekking the Roof of Africa”.  It should be interesting, and knowing John it will be 
humorous. 
 
19:30 Friday 13 December.  The MAM will be holding its Christmas dinner at the Barge Inn, 
Seend.  Make sure you reserve your place/s early for this ever increasingly popular event.  
  

NEWS ITEMS 
 
Congratulations.  Congratulations to Stacey Vickery on passing the Advanced Driving test. 
 
Social Evening & Group AGM Thursday 16 May. 
 
The MAM held its Annual General Meeting.  The Chairman, Richard Clark, provided the following 
report: 
 
“This year has been another good year for the Melksham Advance Motorists branch.  We have 
continued to provide a wide selection of very good speakers who have come to our meetings and 
given talks about a diverse range of subjects.  Not all about cars, driving or safety issues.  We will 
continue to try to find new and interesting speakers for you, however we do need feedback from 
members to know what companies or subjects you would like us to cover in the future.  If you can 
think of any, please let me know or any other member of our committee and we will see what we 
can do. Some of the speakers we had this season were as follows: 
 
Wiltshire County Council – Highways Dept. 
David Douch – Swindon IAM Group 
Police Firearms Team 
Quiz Evening 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance 
Thatcham 
St John Ambulance 
Bobby Van 
  
We still hold a Check Drive evening each year and also have an evening away from the Riverside 
Club to play skittles at a local pub.  
 
Last Christmas we had another Christmas Meal at the Barge Inn, Seend.  I received many good 
reviews about our Christmas Meal and will endeavour to put on another meal this December for 
those who decide to come.  The meal is open to members and their partners   
 
Over the past couple of years, I brought up the subject of why IAM wanted to close down small 
groups and amalgamate them into larger groups.  At the recent Spring Forum meeting it was 
announced that approximately one quarter of all groups in the UK have 100 or less members.  I’m 
pleased IAM has change their mind about this subject.  However, although we currently have 
enough committee members, this only works as most members have two jobs.  MAM is not there 
for the committee but for all the members, we only need one or two committee members to resign 
and the club would be forced to close.  It’s not good enough to say, it’s nothing to do with me, if 
you want the club to continue we need additional committee members, even if it’s on a temporary 
basis to help out at time of need.  We do, however, expect committee members to attend a 
monthly committee meeting which normally only last an hour, but it gives them an opportunity to 
update the other committee members on their particular subject and it gives them an opportunity 
to get involved in other areas of the club.  We definitely need to have in place, a succession plan 
in the future, which we do not have now. 
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We continued to have strong finances which your treasurer will explain to you later.  
  
Over the past year we have had more support to help putting chairs and tables away at the end 
of our meetings, however we do need more people to help set up the tables and chairs before the 
start.  This will give committee members a chance to meet and greet new members and to 
welcome and talk to the guest speakers before the meeting start.  Again, we still have a problem 
getting people to help set up the cups and saucers for the coffee and tea, serve the refreshments 
at the end of the talks and help wash up after the meeting.  It is usually the same people, who 
carry out these roles, it would be better if we all help to share the burden.  I think the 
refreshments after the talk help the speaker to answer more questions and it also provides an 
environment to socialize.   
 
Although I have been reliably informed that IAM RoadSmart is very prominent in the press and on 
television etc. I, for one, still do not see enough exposure, and if I don’t see it, what does the 
public know about IAM, or what we are about. 
 
IAM is continuing to change and develop itself to be more professional and business like, and 
although it still recognizes the work that clubs like ours do, it’s not as prominent as it was before.  
I would certainly not like IAM to go back to the way it was three years ago.  Although the change 
of direction is good for the company, I’m still not sure whether it appreciates the amount of work 
that goes on by clubs like ours to make the IAM a success.   
 
One of the changes that IAM has introduced is that that you can be trained but not having to take 
a test, I am still not convinced that this is particularly a good thing.  I do however, realize that at 
times the company have to change and also has to appeal to the public, especially the youth. I 
also realize that not every person likes taking a test, but personally I think that by taking the test 
and passing it, it proves that you are worthy of your certificate. 
 
I still am sad that most people who take the test, just do so to prove they can pass and get the 
certificate.  During the year people who passed their test are given free membership to MAM for 
the remainder of the year.  As I said before we have interesting and varied speakers and it’s a 
pity that most new people do not attend these meetings.  The IAM needs to provide 
encouragement for newly passed people to stay within IAM.  IAM RoadSmart needs to offer 
better benefits for the membership.  If there were more benefits, it might help to attract and keep 
younger members.  I also believe that there should be more recognition given for all the hard-
working volunteers who help to keep the company going.  Recently we have changed our 
approach as up to now, new members had their certificate sent to their home.  In future the 
certificate will be send to our secretary and it will be given to the recipient at our club evening.  If 
they still do not want to come, it will be sent to their home address.    
 
As per last year I would finally like to remind you about the people on the committee that help to 
keep the group going.  
 
Caroline Marsden – Secretary 
 
Caroline is the person who provides a venue for our committee meetings and circulates the 
minutes of the meetings to its members.  Caroline also receives details from the IAM and 
circulates them to the appropriate committee members.  Caroline also helps me in organizing 
speakers for club evenings.  
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Douglas Colborne – Treasurer 
 
Douglas is our treasurer who looks after our finances, claims back gift aid and generally keeps 
the group in a good financial position. 
 
David Major – Chief Car Observer. 
 
David looks after the observers who in turn train people to pass the IAM test and hopefully get 
them to stay within the group.  David attends many meetings and encourages other members to 
attend our meetings. 
 
John Morley – News Magazine Editor & Membership Secretary 
 
John is the News Magazine Editor and produces the very interesting monthly magazine we all 
look forward to.  John is always looking for appropriate jokes or articles to be included in the 
magazine.  He is also the Membership Secretary making sure all members are recorded and 
together with Douglas, ensures that all individuals are fully paid up members of the club. 
 
Colin Nunn – Webmaster 
 
Colin is our Webmaster who constantly looks after and updates the MAM website with up to date 
contents especially the events and speakers for club evening. 
 
Therefore, I would like to give my personal thanks to all the committee members and give them a 
big thank you on behalf of all the MAM members for all the hard work and dedication in giving 
their time to keep this branch open over the past year.  Without them and the work they do, we 
would not have, and continue to have, the MAM group.  Please continue to support them now 
and in the future, so that we can keep the MAM group going for years to come.   
 
A presentation was also provided by the Bobby Van. 
 
Visit to Wiltshire Ambulance.  Richard Clark is investigating the possibility of a group visit to the 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance HQ.  Details to be promulgated.  
 
Castle Coombe Skid Pan Experience, by Richard Clark. 

We recently had a request to see if we could arrange another visit to Castle Coombe, to be 
trained on their Skid Pan.  We would be using their vehicles, and I believe it will take 
approximately two hours.  We will try to arrange the visit during a weekend, as that will be more 
convenient for most people. 

We have not set a date or time yet as we are unaware of how many members would be 
interested. 

This offer is open to all members and their partners, however they can only accommodate a 
maximum of twelve people at any one time. 

I believe that the normal cost to attend a Skid Pan event is approx. £110, however we have been 
given a club discount, reducing it to £89.00 for those interested. The Melksham Advanced 
Motorists will subsidise this event, so the cost will be no more than £70, depending on the 
numbers interested.  There will have to be multiples of twelve people at each session to get the 
discount, which is why we need the numbers. 
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If you think you would be interested in attending a Skid Pan session, can you please let me know 
a.s.a.p. but by no later than Friday 31 May?  After we know how many are interested, and if we 
can get twelve, or multiples of twelve people, we will then try to arrange a date when we can all 
attend. 

Richard Clark 
Chairman of Melksham Advance Motorist Group.   
Richard.clark2@talktalk.net 
Mobile:  07960 285279 

 
ARTICLES  

 
Hailstone Hell - Australia (Forwarded by Dave Thom).  

 
Click on the link below if you would like to see what good weather Australia has, and what it does 
to cars: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUDMR7gbvcU 
 

The Dutch Reach (Information supplied by John Leyden). 
 
One method of safely opening a car door is known as the Dutch Reach, which unsurprisingly is 
practiced in the Netherlands.  It is taught to children at school and is part of the Dutch driving test. 
 
Drivers and passengers each use their far hand to open the car’s door.  They reach across for 
the door handle, which forces them to swivel, and automatically look out, including the mirror, and 
back for bikes and traffic.  This ensures that they have the all clear before opening the door.     
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Tailgating is to blame for one in eight serious accidents on motorways and major A-roads, 
according to Highways England.  Based on an article by Swinton Insurance. 

Drivers are urged to keep a safe distance, as more than 100 people are killed or seriously injured 
each year in accidents where a vehicle has driven too close to the one in front. 

Not surprisingly, a survey of 1,000 UK drivers found tailgating was deemed the most disliked 
habit on the road.  Below are the top ten bug-bears from the research carried out by Teamsport. 

1. Tailgating – 58%  
2. Not indicating – 50%  
3. Leaving full-beam headlights on – 43%  
4. Someone cutting in just in front of you – 40%  
5. Someone parking across two spaces – 40%  
6. Not being thanked for letting someone out – 38%  
7. Middle lane hogging – 35%  
8. Late braking – 30%  
9. Someone not letting you out – 29%  
10. Undertaking – 27% 

Despite the survey findings, 20% of the participants admitted to tailgating themselves, and quite 
staggeringly, those who did found the habit more annoying than the typical driver. 

The Highway Code states that drivers should allow at least a two-second gap between vehicles 
(“Only a fool breaks the two second rule!”), with the gap needing to be at least doubled in wet 
conditions.  Failure to do so falls under the careless driving offence and can bring punishments 
ranging from a £100 fine and three penalty points, a driving ban, or even a prison sentence if a 
serious collision occurs as a result. 

Whilst not only being a nuisance to drivers, the dangerous bullying offence also topped the list of 
things that causes motorists to be the most frightened and distressed behind the wheel; with 32% 
of respondents from a study by Select Car Leasing stating, ‘drivers driving too close behind me’ 
was their biggest road-related fear. 

This beat breaking down (31%), being crashed into (25%) and getting lost (22%).  Richard 
Leonard, head of road safety at Highways England said:  “Tailgating makes the driver in front feel 
targeted and victimised, distracting their attention from the road ahead and making them more 
likely to make a mistake.” 

Those who tailgate may do it due to road rage or simply be in auto pilot, unaware of how close 
they are following the vehicle in front.  When driving, question if you would be able to stop in time 
if the vehicle in front came to a sudden halt.  If the answer is no, then keep a bigger distance (at 
least 2 seconds in the dry, or at least 4 in the wet).  You won’t achieve anything or get anywhere 
quicker by tailgating, your vision ahead will be limited, and it will simply just increase your 
chances of being in a collision. 

If you are the person being tailgated, it’s normal to feel intimidated but never feel like you need to 
speed up.  Ensure you keep to the speed limit, remain calm and don’t allow it to distract you from 
the road ahead.  Whilst you may want to teach the other driver a lesson, the most importance 
aspect is safety.  So, put your ego to the side, indicate and pull over to let the driver pass you – 
only if safe to do so of course.  Do not antagonise the offending driver, you do not know what the 
consequences might be. 

If you are on a motorway where you should never attempt to stop, always keep to the left lane 
unless you are overtaking. This will leave other lanes available for other drivers to pass you, 
meaning you shouldn’t get tailgated in the first place.  Lane hogging is also a traffic offence. 

Editor’s comment:  One of the main issues not listed is speeding, which must be the cause of 
most accidents, in particular when it is combined with tailgating.  An accident will occur when a 
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car is travelling too fast for the driver to react, and take corrective action to eliminate the risk.  
And, the mere fact that a car is moving puts it at some degree of risk.  Please see below.  

How to Avoid Speeding, by John Morley, IAM National Observer. 

 

No one is perfect, and if you have not made mistakes whilst driving you have not driven!  One of 
the most common faults that I have found, when carrying out my role as an Observer, is that of 
Associates driving above the speed limit.  In general, over-speeding is caused by two main 
reasons; a lack of respect for the law and safety, and ignorance of the speed limit.  Most cases of 
over-speeding appear to take place in the lower speed limits.  In the case of new IAM Associates 
they do not deliberately over-speed, but often make errors.  So in an attempt to limit the likelihood 
of over-speeding during observed runs, I have compiled some information on how to stay within 
the limits, and avoid breaking the law.  The first thing to remember is; always drive within the 
speed limit and make good progress, smoothly, and safely.  Avoid speed creep by carrying out a 
regular check of the speedometer, and listen for changes to engine revs. 

For cars and motorcycles there are three National Speed Limits: 

 30mph for built-up areas (restricted roads). 
 60mph for rural areas (single track roads and single carriageways) 
 70mph for dual carriageways and motorways. 

Any changes to these limits will be marked by signage.  Always obey the last speed sign that you 
passed.  If not sure look for repeaters, or obvious clues (built-up area, lamp posts etc) and stay 
on the safe side.  

Look far ahead for the red surrounded mandatory speed sign, and be aware that the speed limit 
is likely to change in the following situations:  

 Entering a major road when leaving a minor road, and vice versa.  
 Leaving or joining a roundabout.  
 When the configuration of the road changes (e.g. width, or straightness).  
 When entering or leaving a built up area (look for buildings well ahead of you, town name 

plates etc, and rumble strips).  
 When entering, or leaving a dual carriageway (marked by a central division), or motorway. 

Be aware of the situations below, where you are most likely to over-speed:  

 Approaching or leaving a speed limit, or zone.  
 Accelerating away from a standstill, roundabout, junction, or other hazard.  
 Descending a hill, or passing over the brow of a hill.  
 Following other vehicles.  
 When overtaking. 
 When travelling in the spring or summer, and the overgrowth of trees partially hides a 

speed sign (look for the red surround of the speed sign projecting through the 
overgrowth).  

Remember, when approaching a dual carriageway from a 60mph single carriageway there will 
not be a speed sign on entry, as both stretches of road are subject to the National Speed Limit.  
However, the dual carriageway will be subject to a 70mph limit.  Do not increase your speed 
above 60mph until you enter the dual carriageway, which starts at the central dividing strip.  
Reduce your speed to 60mph before leaving the central divider at the end of the dual 
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carriageway.  If the dual carriageway is subject to a speed limit of less than 70mph, it will have a 
speed sign on entry, with repeater signs along its length. 

When travelling along a rural single carriageway, which is subject to a speed limit less than the 
National Speed Limit of 60mph, it will have repeaters along its length to remind you of the limit.  .   

A 20mph speed limit will have repeater signs (unless shorter than 200m), but a 20mph speed 
zone will not – it will have traffic calming measures, e.g. chicanes, or speed bumps. 

Speed limits are often marked on the road to assist drivers to keep within the limit. 

 

The above information is not conclusive, but I have tried to highlight the main elements, and hope 
it is of use to existing Advanced Drivers, who may be a little rusty, and to those Associates who 
are currently preparing to take the test.   

PUZZLES AND QUIZZES 
 

Know Your Driving and Car? 
 
Answers at the end of the News Magazine (No cheating please!) 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 
1. What are the 3 National Speed Limits?  
2. In dry weather how far back (in 

seconds) should you be when following 
another vehicle? 

 

3. What is the safe breaking distance (in 
metres) when travelling at 70mph? 

 

4. What is meant by the general 
expression “dry turning” of the steering 
wheel? 

 

5. What are the five elements of “The 
Advanced Driving System”? 

 

6. What is the “Limit Point”?  
7. What is the most common shape of a 

warning road sign? 
 

8. What is the colour of a road sign 
identifying tourist attractions? 

 

9 What structure identifies the start and 
finish of a dual carriageway? 

 

10. What does a long centre line with a 
short gap indicate? 
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FUN CORNER 

This month’s corny gags. 
 
What happens when a frog parks in a no-parking space? 
It gets toad away. 

A lorry has just overturned on the M6 loaded with Vicks vapour rub. 
Police have said there will be no congestion for eight hours. 

What do you get when dinosaurs crash their cars? 
Tyrannosaurus wrecks. 

I walked into a car showroom last night.  I said to the salesman, “My wife would like to talk to you 
about the Volkswagen Golf in the window.” 
He said, “We don’t have a Volkswagen Golf in the window.” 
I said, “You do now.”  

What snakes are found on cars? 
Windshield vipers. 

And from Ken Dodd. 

I have kleptomania. But when it gets bad, I take something for it. 

Did you hear about the shrimp that went to the prawn’s cocktail party?  He pulled a mussel. 

I always feel at home in theatres like this, because we’re about the same age. 

My Dad always knew I was going to be a comedian.  When I was a baby he said, ‘Is this a joke? 

It turns out that if you bang two halves of a horse together, it doesn’t make the sound of a coconut. 

READER’S LETTERS/EMAILS 
 
Unfortunately none this month.   
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
Please forward any questions on motoring and cars etc to john_morley@live.co.uk and an expert 
will hopefully answer them within the News Magazine. 

_________________ 
 
Members who have news items or articles that may be of interest are invited to forward them to 
John Morley at:  john_morley@live.co.uk.  Please title all emails “MAM News Item”. 

________________ 
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FURTHER NOTICES 

 Email addresses:  Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your 
newsletters by post please let the Editor, John Morley, know your email address.  You will 
benefit from early receipt of the News Magazine, early notice of special events, and we 
save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.  

 Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a 
suggestion for a talk, at our social evenings please advise the Events Coordinator, Richard 
Clark or Caroline Marsden. 

 Publicity:  Current post vacant. 

 Contact Details: If you move house, or your email or telephone number changes, please 
inform John Morley so that you don’t lose contact with us. 

 Drive Check: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new 
members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major. 

 

CONTACT US 

David Major: for queries about IAM Training, Associates and Observing:  07743 246746 
 
Website:  https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/melksham   

Melksham Group Committee:  

Chairman:  Richard Clark:  richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Secretary:  Caroline Marsden:  cmarsdenmiam@outlook.com 
Treasurer:  Douglas Colborne:  douglas.colborne@btinternet.com 
Membership Secretary:  John Morley:  john_morley@live.co.uk 
Chief Car Observer/Associates:  David Major:  dmajor@toucansurf.com   
Events Coordinator:   Temporary (post vacant): richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Melksham News Magazine Editor:  John Morley: john_morley@live.co.uk 
Webmaster:   Colin Nunn: colnun@hotmail.com 

 
Disclaimer 

Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those 
of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District 
Group Committee, unless made explicit.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are 
published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute 
changes to plans do occur. 

 
Answers to the quiz: 

 
1. 30mph, 60mph & 70mph. 
2. At least 2 seconds. 
3. 96 metres. 
4. Turning the steering wheel whilst the car is stationary (to be avoided due to stresses on the steering 

system). 
5. Information, Position, Speed, Gears, and Acceleration (IPSGA), with Information being “Taken Used 

and Given” (TUG) at all phases.   
6. The Limit Point is the furthest point on the road surface ahead that you can see to be clear.  It is also 

the distance within which you should be able to stop safely.  (Or similar wording with the same 
meaning.) 

7. Triangular. 
8. Brown, with white lettering. 
9. The central dividing strip (barrier). 
10. It indicates that there is a hazard (e.g. acute bend, junction etc). 


