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MELKSHAM & DISTRICT GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 
 

 

 

 
Social Evenings 
 
Our monthly Social Evenings feature a guest 
speaker or other event, chat, tea and raffle, 
and are held every 3rd Thursday of the month.  
They take place at 19:30 at the Riverside 
Club, Bath Road, Melksham, SN12 6LP, 
unless otherwise advised – if needed, there 
is a map on our Website.  There is a modest 
charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a 
ticket for the raffle. 
 
 
 
 
Bring a friend:  All are welcome, including 
non-members and members of other groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Riverside Club 
 
 

Classic British Cars 
1957 Humber Hawk Mk VI 

 
 

COMING EVENTS (2018) 
 

19:30 Friday 14 December.  The MAM will be holding its Christmas Meal at the Barge Inn, 
Seend.  All members are invited.  This is the same venue as last year, and all who attended had 
a very good evening, so please come along and join in (see News Items below). 
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NEWS ITEMS 
 
MAM Memberships for 2019. 
 
Yes it’s that time of year again, and the Committee would like to invite you to renew your 
membership for 2019.  For this purpose, a Membership Renewal form, and Gift Aid form, have 
been attached to this email/News Magazine for your attention please.  We do hope that you will 
re-join, as the existence of the club depends on its members.  
 
Speakers Required for Club Night. 
 
We are now running out of topics and speakers for club night.  If you are aware of anyone, who 
could speak on an interesting topic, please let Richard know, by contacting him in person, or 
emailing him at:  richard.clark2@talktalk.net 
 
Christmas Dinner. 
 
As mentioned in Coming Events above, the club is planning a Christmas meal on 14 December.  
We currently have 18 members and guests attending, but would welcome more.  If you, and 
your relatives/friends would like to attend, please confirm by contacting Richard at: 
richard.clark2@talktalk.net 
 
Please let him know your choice of food from the Christmas Celebration menu, reproduced 
below: 
 
Two courses £20.95 per person. 
Three courses £24.95 per person. 
 

Starters 

Sweet potato and parsnip soup with chestnuts and rustic bread (v) 

Whole shell on king prawns baked with garlic and chilli butter 

Venison and Armagnac pâté with warm toast and winter fruit chutney 

Mushroom, walnut and herb terrine served with quince jelly and toasted flatbread (v) 

 
Mains  

Roast British turkey with pigs in blankets, stuffing, seasonal vegetables and crispy roast 
potatoes  

Guinea fowl in pancetta with roasted vegetables, potatoes and a wholegrain mustard and 
tarragon sauce  

Slow roasted beef brisket in a Corvus stout and shallot sauce with seasonal greens and crispy 
roast potatoes  

Sea bass fillet with a herb citrus butter and roasted Mediterranean vegetable Provençale  

Pumpkin and sage tortelloni with shredded sprouts, hard Italian style vegetarian cheese, 
chestnuts and pesto (v) 

 

Puddings  
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Traditional Christmas pudding with brandy sauce  

White chocolate and cranberry crème brûlée with brandy butter ice-cream and flapjack (v)  

Passion fruit cheesecake with coconut frozen yogurt (v)  

Selection of British cheeses with quince jelly, celery and oat biscuits (v) 

 Social Evening Thursday 15 November. 

Two members of the police fire arms section attended the club, both named Bob.  The evening 
was very well received, and members were given the chance to handle most of the weapons, 
which ranged from the modern day truncheon, to a shot gun. 

The turnout for this occasion was very good. 
 

ARTICLES                  

Is Your Dash Cam Legal? By John Morley. 

No doubt some of our members will have dash cameras, and find them very useful for recording 
events.  In some major incidents, they may be used by the police as supporting evidence for 
prosecution, and in some cases they may provide evidence to your insurer of liability for an 
accident.  They may also provide a record of an interesting journey.  

 

There are various options to purchase dash cameras on-line, or at your local Halfords etc.  But, 
are they legal? 

Well, here are the current facts on this issue: 

UK – Status: Legal 

Dash Cams are legal, when used for their purpose in the UK.  That is they are used to film 
activities around your car (just like CCTV), and not to spy on individuals.  However, if you are 
carrying passengers for reward, you must inform the passengers, who are entitled to ask you to 
switch them off.  Also, if you use it when instructing others how to drive, the learner driver must 
be informed and give their consent.  You should never operate the camera’s controls whilst on 
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the move, and if you do so, when stationary at traffic lights, you can be fined £100 and given 
three penalty points.  

Abroad: 

Countries in Europe where it is legal to use a dash cam without restriction: 

Bosnia & Herzegovina 
Denmark 

Italy 
Malta 

Netherlands 
Serbia 
Spain 

Sweden 

Austria - Status: Banned. 

First time offenders will be fined €10,000, with repeat offenders being fined €25,000.  It is illegal 
to even own a dash cam. 

Belgium - Status: Legal (with conditions). 

You can both own and use one, but only for ‘private use’.  If you’re involved in an incident you 
will need to inform all other parties before submitting the footage as evidence. 
 
France - Status: Legal (with conditions). 

The dash cam laws are largely similar to those in the UK, in that there are rules on where dash 
cams can be placed within the vehicle: it cannot obstruct the driver’s view.  France also restricts 
dash cams to “private use” (you can’t upload the footage to the internet).   All recorded evidence, 
must go directly to the police. 
 
Germany - Status: Legal (with conditions). 

The camera must be placed so as not to obstruct the driver’s view.  In compliance with the 
country’s privacy laws, any footage shared publicly must have faces and number plates 
obscured, or, ideally they should not be recorded at all. 
 
Luxembourg - Status: Banned. 

Basically the same laws as for Belgium.  Using a dash cam is totally illegal.   

Norway - Status: Legal (with conditions). 

Norway is probably the mainland European nation with rules most similar to the UK’s.  Its only 
regulation on dash cams is that it’s installed out of the way of the driver’s view. 
 
Portugal - Status: Banned. 

In Portugal it is neither legal to own nor use a dash cam, so leave yours at home if you’ll be 
driving there. 
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Switzerland - Status: Legal (with conditions). 

Dash cams are legal, but strictly limited in use due to Swiss data protection laws.  There has to 
be a legal requirement to record.  If used to record an entire journey, much of the footage will be 
illegal.  Therefore, it would appear that it is not possible to use a dash cam legally in 
Switzerland. 

A History of the Driving Test 

The standard driving test has been going for 83 years.  Here are the top ten driving test facts: 

1. Mr Beere was the first person to pass the driving test in 1935.  He paid the grand total of 
7/6d (37.5p) to take the test. 

2. There were no test centres in 1935, so candidates had to arrange to meet the examiner 
somewhere, such as a post office, train station, or town hall. 

3. The test was suspended during the Second World War, and didn’t resume until 1 
November, 1946. 

4. In 1975, candidates no longer had to demonstrate hand signals. 
5. The theory test was introduced in 1996, replacing questions about The Highway Code 

during the practical test. 
6. Driving was much more hazardous 80 years ago – 7343 people were killed on Great 

Britain’s roads when only 2.4 million vehicles were in use.  In 2008, 2538 people were 
killed, with more than ten times the number of vehicles. 

7. The theory test could be booked online for the first time in 2001. 
8. The pass rate in 1935 was 63%, compared with 46% in 2009. 
9. 1969 saw the first driving test set for an automatic vehicle. 
10. Since 1939, more than 46 million tests have been taken. 

PUZZLES AND QUIZZES 

Know Your Driving and Car? 

Answers at the end of the News Magazine (No cheating please!) 

Name the singers associated with the following car related song titles:  

QUESTION ANSWER  
1 Cars  
2 I drove all night  
3 Drive  
4 Fast Car  
5 Little Red Corvette  
6 Mustang Sally  
7 Little Deuce Coupe  
8 Get outta my dreams, get into my car  
9 Chasing Cars  
10 Car Wash  
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FUN CORNER 

 
An Analytical Approach to Life. 
 
Did you know there are more aircraft in the oceans, than submarines in the sky? 
 
If a woman says “Do what you want”, do not do what you want!  Stand still, do not blink, don’t 
even breath, just play dead. 
 
“Yes officer, I did see the speed limit sign, I just didn’t see you”. 
 
Do you play any dangerous sports?  I sometimes disagree with my wife. 
 
During childbirth, the pain is so great that a woman can almost imagine what a man feels like 
when he has a cold. 
 
It’s OK if you disagree with me.  I can’t force you to be right. 
 
Not so big after all! 

A Texas rancher was visiting a farmer in Israel.  The proud Israeli showed him around. "Here is 
where I grow tomatoes, cucumbers, and squash.  Over there I built a play set for my kids, next 
to the doghouse," the farmer said. 

The land was tiny, and the Texan was surprised by its small size.  "Is this all your land?" he 
asked. 

"Yes," the Israeli said proudly.  "This is all mine!" 

"You mean this is it?  This is all of it?" the Texan said incredulously. 

"Yes, yes, this is really all mine!" 

"Well, son," said the Texan, "back home I'd get in my car before the sun'd come up, and I'd 
drive, and drive, and drive, and when the sun set, why, I'd only be halfway across my land!" 

"Oh, yes," replied the Israeli farmer wistfully, "I used to have a car like that." 

READER’S LETTERS/EMAILS 
 
Unfortunately none this month.   
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
None this month. 

 
Please forward any questions on motoring and cars etc to john_morley@live.co.uk and an 
expert will hopefully answer them within the News Magazine. 

_________________ 
 
Members who have news items or articles that may be of interest are invited to forward 
them to John Morley at:  john_morley@live.co.uk.  Please title all emails “MAM News Item”. 
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FURTHER NOTICES 

 Email addresses:  Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your 
newsletters by post please let the Editor, John Morley, know your email address.  You will 
benefit from early receipt of the News Magazine, early notice of special events, and we 
save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.  

 Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a 
suggestion for a talk, at our social evenings please advise the Events Coordinator, Richard 
Clark or Caroline Marsden. 

 Publicity:  Current post vacant. 

 Contact Details: If you move house, or your email or telephone number changes, please 
inform John Morley so that you don’t lose contact with us. 

 Drive Check: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new 
members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major. 

 

CONTACT US 

David Major: for queries about IAM Training, Associates and Observing:  07743 246746 
 
Website:  https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/melksham   

Melksham Group Committee:  

Chairman:  Richard Clark:  richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Secretary:  Caroline Marsden:  cmarsdenmiam@outlook.com 
Treasurer:  Douglas Colborne:  douglas.colborne@btinternet.com 
Membership Secretary:  John Morley:  john_morley@live.co.uk 
Chief Car Observer/Associates:  David Major:  dmajor@toucansurf.com   
Events Coordinator:   Temporary (post vacant): richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Melksham News Editor:  John Morley: john_morley@live.co.uk 
Webmaster:   Colin Nunn: colnun@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Disclaimer 

Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are 
those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham, and 
District Group Committee, unless made explicit.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are 
published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute 
changes to plans do occur. 

 
Answers to the quiz: 
 

1. Gary Newman 
2. Cindy Lauper 
3. The Cars 
4. Tracy Chapman 
5. Prince 
6. Wilson Picket 
7. The Beach Boys 
8. Billy Ocean 
9. Snow Patrol 
10. Rose Royce 

 


