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MELKSHAM & DISTRICT GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 
 

 

Social Evenings 
 
Our monthly Social Evenings feature a guest 
speaker or other event, chat, tea and raffle, 
and are held every 3rd Thursday of the month.  
They take place at 19:30 at the Riverside 
Club, Bath Road, Melksham, SN12 6LP, 
unless otherwise advised – if needed, there 
is a map on our Website.  There is a modest 
charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a 
ticket for the raffle. 
 
 
 
 
Bring a friend:  All are welcome, including 
non-members and members of other groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Riverside Club 
 

Classic British Cars 
Morris Minor 

 
 

COMING EVENTS (2018) 
 

19:30 Thursday 15 November.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  Wiltshire Police will be 
giving a talk on their role with firearms.    
 
19:30 Friday 14 December.  The MAM will be holding its Christmas Meal at the Barge Inn, 
Seend.  All members are invited.  This is the same venue as last year, and all who attended had 
a very good evening, so please come along and join in. 
  

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists 

2 
 

 
NEWS ITEMS 

 
Congratulations.   
 
Congratulations to Eileen Farrell, Joseph Brickell, and Justin Gething on passing the Advanced 
Driving Test.  
 
Christmas Dinner.. 
 
As mentioned in Coming Events above, the club is planning a Christmas meal on 14 December.  
If you, and your relatives/friends would like to attend, please confirm, or reaffirm by contacting 
Richard at: richard.clark2@talktalk.net 
 
Please respond before 31 October, which is the deadline for a 10% discount. 
 
Also, please let him know your choice of food from the Christmas Celebration menu, reproduced 
below: 
 
Two courses £20.95 per person. 
Three courses £24.95 per person. 
 

Starters 

Sweet potato and parsnip soup with chestnuts and rustic bread (v) 

Whole shell on king prawns baked with garlic and chilli butter 

Venison and Armagnac pâté with warm toast and winter fruit chutney 

Mushroom, walnut and herb terrine served with quince jelly and toasted flatbread (v) 

 
Mains  

Roast British turkey with pigs in blankets, stuffing, seasonal vegetables and crispy roast 
potatoes  

Guinea fowl in pancetta with roasted vegetables, potatoes and a wholegrain mustard and 
tarragon sauce  

Slow roasted beef brisket in a Corvus stout and shallot sauce with seasonal greens and crispy 
roast potatoes  

Sea bass fillet with a herb citrus butter and roasted Mediterranean vegetable Provençale  

Pumpkin and sage tortelloni with shredded sprouts, hard Italian style vegetarian cheese, 
chestnuts and pesto (v) 

 

Puddings  

Traditional Christmas pudding with brandy sauce  

White chocolate and cranberry crème brûlée with brandy butter ice-cream and flapjack (v)  

Passion fruit cheesecake with coconut frozen yogurt (v)  

Selection of British cheeses with quince jelly, celery and oat biscuits (v) 
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Social Evening 18 October. 

David Douch (Swindon IAM) gave a very interesting talk on the development of car design, 
which included some interaction with club members.  The topics were based around 
developments undertaken by Renault, and outlined the latest, and current designs, most of 
which were to provide extra safety, and economy. 

Elaine White. 

Elaine White resigned her IAM Membership last month.  She hadn’t been able to drive her car 
for some time and earlier this year sold it after she surrendered her driving licence. 
 
Elaine is now resident in a care home in Box.  
 
As you may know, she was an active Member for many years until she stood down as Chief 
Observer, when she possibly knew her skills were beginning to fade.  In the intervening years 
she was responsible for many of MAM’s successful candidates.  In addition to her CO duties, 
she also represented the Group at many National and Regional events over the years. 

 
ARTICLES                  

Drive too close to the car in front and risk £100 fine in new clampdown on tailgaters.  An 
Article by Sunday Times Driving, published on 17 September 2018. 

 

Being tailgated causes a rise in heart rate increasing levels of “surprise, anger and contempt” 

TAILGATERS will be fined £100 for driving too close to the car in front as part of a new 
crackdown on antisocial drivers by police. 

The move follows analysis published by Highways England that shows almost one in eight 
casualties — 1,896 out of 16,233 — in 2016 was caused by drivers travelling too close to the car 
in front.  This included 114 people killed or seriously injured. 

Using dash cams, heart monitors, and facial recognition and emotion-tracking technology, it 
found that drivers who were followed closely behind by another motorist had a rise in heart rate 
and displayed rising levels of “surprise, anger and contempt”. 
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Tailgating also causes “phantom” traffic jams in which the ripple effect of sharp braking leads to 
congestion on busy roads. 

In response, it has launched the campaign “Don’t be a space invader: stay safe, stay back”, 
which is being backed by Nigel Mansell, the former F1 champion, and now president of IAM 
Road Smart, a road safety charity. 

A quarter of drivers surveyed admitted that they had tailgated cars in front.  As reported in The 
Times, Mansell said: “Tailgating is a driving habit I utterly deplore.  Not only is it aggressive and 
intimidating, but it can lead to a crash with a tragic outcome.” 

Police chiefs said officers would be on the lookout for motorists driving just a few metres behind 
another vehicle. 

The official stopping distance, including thinking time, for a typical family car travelling at 60mph 
is 240ft or 73m.  It rises to 315ft or 96m at 70mph. 

The Highway Code states that drivers should allow at least a two-second gap between 
themselves, and the vehicle in front, on roads carrying fast-moving traffic.  That distance should 
be at least doubled on wet roads. 

A survey of more than 1,000 drivers, carried out to coincide with the campaign, found that 
almost nine in ten had been tailgated or had witnessed it.  About a quarter admitted that they 
had tailgated cars in front. 

Richard Leonard, head of road safety at Highways England, said: “If you get too close to the car 
in front, you won’t be able to react and stop in time if they suddenly brake. 

“Tailgating makes the driver in front feel targeted, and victimised, distracting their attention and 
making them more likely to make a mistake.  It is intimidating and frightening if you’re on the 
receiving end.” 

However, the organisation said that most drivers guilty of tailgating aren’t doing it to deliberately 
intimidate; most are “simply unaware they are dangerously invading someone else’s space”.  
Only a “small minority” of tailgating was deliberate, it added. 

Alarming number of UK drivers still confused by Smart Motorways.  An article 
promulgated by Swinton Motor Insurance. 

How do you drive safely on a Smart Motorway?  What are the laws surrounding them? 

If you’re not sure, you’re not alone.  New research from Europcar UK has found that Brits are 
confused when it comes to the rules around Smart Motorways. 

The study found almost 60 per cent of motorists aren't sure what to do when driving on the hard 
shoulder.  A third of motorists didn't know that the red "X" sign displayed on overhead gantries 
meant the hard shoulder was closed, while 23 per cent thought an "All Lane Running" 
notification meant the hard shoulder was open only in emergencies.  Drivers also thought it was 
appropriate to stop on the hard shoulder if they broke down, with only half knowing the correct 
thing to do. 
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From speeding fines to 'Red X' signs, we're here to put your mind at rest, and any Nagging 
Doubts to bed.  Here's everything you need to know about Smart Motorways. 

What is a Smart Motorway? 

 

A Smart Motorway is a section of a motorway that uses technology to manage the flow of traffic 
during busy times. 

Operators can vary the speed limit – which can be seen through signs on the overhead gantries.  
This is to reduce the frustrating stop-start driving conditions that often occur on normal roads. 

Warning signs can also be activated to alert drivers of traffic jams and any hazards ahead.  
Lanes can also be closed to allow emergency vehicles through. 

What types of Smart Motorways are there? 

Whilst all enforce variable speed limits, there are actually three types of Smart Motorways, with 
the use of the hard shoulder being what differentiates each: 

 Controlled motorways retain the hard shoulder, meaning they should only be used in an 
emergency. 

 Dynamic hard shoulder running schemes, open the hard shoulder as a running lane.  
Overhead signs on gantries will indicate whether the hard shoulder is open to traffic. 

 All lane running schemes have the hard shoulder as a running lane at all times and it is 
only closed to traffic if there is an incident.  If closed, this will be signalled by a red X on 
the gantry above, meaning you must exit the lane as soon as possible. 

Where are Smart Motorways? 

London 

All Lanes Running:  M3 J2-4a, M25 J5-6/7, and J23-27 
Controlled:  M1 J6a-10, M20 J4-7, M25 J10-16, J18-10, J7-8, J2-3, J27-30, and M26 J16-23. 
Hard Shoulder Running:  M1 J10-13. 
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Bristol 

Hard Shoulder Running: M4 J19-20, M5 J15-17. 

Birmingham 

All Lanes Running:  M6 J8-10a. 
Controlled:  M42 J3a-M40 J16 
Hard Shoulder Running:  M6 J5-8, and J8-10a, M42 J7-9, and J3a-7 (pilot). 
 
Manchester 

All Lanes Running:  M62 J18-20 
Controlled:  M60 J8-18. 
 
Other Smart Motorways in the North 

All Lanes Running:  M1 J28-31, J32-35a, and J39-42. 
Controlled:  M1 J25-28. 
Hard Shoulder Running:  M62 J25-30 
 
Can I be fined when driving on a Smart motorway? 
As with standard motorways, there are a number of ways you can be fined. Here's a rundown of 
things to be aware of, so you don't get caught out. 

Speeding Fines 

Data obtained by The Times revealed that 72,348 people were fined on motorways with variable 
speed limits in 2017.  This was almost double the number a year earlier and a tenfold rise in five 
years. 

Fines for speeding range from £100 up to £2,500.  There is a cap of £1,000 on minor speeding 
offences or up to £2,500 for major ones.  Variable amounts of penalty points can also be issued, 
based on the offence. 

With more speed cameras and variable speed limits, there is a greater chance of you being 
caught by cameras, so it is vital you are always checking the overhead gantries for any speed 
changes. 

In addition, many speed cameras on Smart Motorways operate 24 hours a day, and not just 
when variable limits are being enforced.  This means even if the overhead gantry isn't signalling 
a reduced speed, the cameras are still monitoring if you are exceeding the national speed limit. 

Red X fines 

A 'Red X' sign is used to identify when a lane is closed, and indicates that you should carefully 
move into an open running lane. 

This year Highways England introduced fines for motorists who ignored 'Red X' signs.  If you fail 
to recognise 'Red X' signs you could face a £100 fine, and three penalty points. 
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How can I drive safely on a Smart Motorway? 

Here are some quick tips from Highways England for driving carefully on a Smart Motorway: 

 If you see a red X sign, make sure you leave the lane when it is safe to do so. 

 Always keep to the speed limit shown on the gantries 

 If your vehicle experiences difficulties, such as a warning light appears, exit the Smart 
Motorway as quickly and safely as possible. 

 In an emergency use the refuge areas, if there is no hard shoulder. 

What if I break down on a Smart Motorway? 

 Move to an emergency refuge area (ERA), if you are able to do so safely.  These areas 
are marked with blue signs and have an orange SOS telephone symbol on them.  
Different types of Smart Motorways have different spacing between ERAs, however, the 
furthest you will be away from one is around 1.5 miles. 

 If you cannot get to an emergency refuge area, you should try to get onto the verge, 
unless there is a safety barrier. 

 Ensure you switch your hazard lights on. 

 If you have to stop in the nearside lane, exit your car via the nearside (left hand) door 
when it is safe and wait behind the safety barrier, if there is one.  If you can't leave your 
car on the nearside lane, stay inside your car with your seat belt on. 

 If possible, contact Highways England via the roadside emergency telephone provided in 
all emergency refuge areas.  If you can't access the emergency telephone, call '999'. 

The Morris Minor, by John Morley. 

 

The Morris Minor was a British car that debuted at the Earls Court Motor Show, London, on 20 
September 1948.  Designed under the leadership of Alec Issigonis, more than 1.6 million were 
manufactured between 1948 and 1972 in three series:  the MM (1948 to 1953), the Series II (1952 to 
1956), and finally the 1000 series (1956 to 1971). 
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Initially available as a two-door saloon and tourer (convertible), the range was expanded to include a 
four-door saloon in 1950, a wooden-framed estate from October 1953 (named the Traveller), 
and panel van, and pick-up truck variants from May 1953.  It was the first British car to sell over one 
million units and is considered a classic example of automotive design, as well as typifying 
"Englishness”. 

The Traveller was often referred to as a Tudor car, because of the timber frame, which resembled a 
Tudor house.  To my memory, the Morris Minor 1000 had a one piece wind screen, whereas 
previous Minors were fitted with a split wind screen (see photograph on page 1). 

I remember, as a young man in the 1960s, being envious of a close friend of mine, who bought a 
new Morris Minor 1000, which to me, at that time, seemed like a dream car.  Unfortunately, he was 
only able to purchase it as a result of compensation for losing his leg as a pillion passenger in a 
motor cycle accident. 

In the 1980s, a hire company in Plymouth, known as “Rent a Wreck”, solely hired out old Morris 
Minors at a cheap rate.  Perhaps this was an unjust description of what was an excellent car for its 
time.  

 
PUZZLES AND QUIZZES 

 
Know Your Driving and Car? 
 
Answers at the end of the News Magazine (No cheating please!) 
  

QUESTION ANSWER (MULTIPLE CHOICE) 
1. Which is the correct spelling that 

describes a convertible Ferrari?  
Spyder, Spider, or neither of these?  

2. Which of the following is NOT a Ferrari 
model?  

308 GTS, F30, 612 Scaglietti, or F355 
Spider? 

3. Which Ferrari does NOT feature V12 
engine?  

512 TR, 400i GT, Mondial Quottrovalvole, 
or 365 California? 

4. Which Ferrari has a V6 engine?  208 GTB, 348 TB, 246 GTS, or F430?  
5. Which Ferrari model was introduced 

most recently?  
California, FF, 599 GTO, or 458 Italia? 

6. In which Italian city is the Ferrari 
assembly plant located?  

Prato, Marinello, Arezzo, or Modena? 

7. Which Ferrari has the quickest 0-60 
time?  

1970 365 GTB/4 Daytona, 1982 308 GTS, 
1978 512 Berlinetta Boxer, or 1962 250 
GTO? 

8. Which Ferrari has the highest base 
original Manufacturers Suggested 
Retail Price (MSRP) (cost adjusted for 
inflation)?  

1984 288 GTO, 1995 F50, 1987 F40, or 
2001 Enzo? 
 

9 Which of the following is NOT a Ferrari 
model?  

La Ferrari, F350 Berlinetta, 250 GTO, or 
365 GT4 BB? 

10. How many Ferrari Enzo supercars were 
produced? 

200, 401, 525, or 999? 
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FUN CORNER 
A New Life of Celibacy. 
 
Celibacy can be a life choice, or a condition imposed by circumstances. 
 
While attending a Marriage Weekend, my wife, and I listened to the instructor declare: “It is 
essential that husbands, and wives, know the things that are important to each other.” 
 
He then addressed the men.  “Can you name and describe your wife’s favourite flower?”  I 
leaned over, touched my wife’s hand, and gently whispered: “Self-raising, isn’t it?”  And thus 
began a life of celibacy. 
 
Memory Test.  
 
Take this test to determine if you are losing it, or not.  OK, relax, clear your mind, and begin: 
 
Questions 
 

1. What do you put in a toaster? 
2. Say silk 10 times.  Now spell “silk”.  What do cows drink? 
3. If a red house is made from red bricks, and a blue house is made from blue bricks, and a 

pink house is made from pink bricks, and a black house is made from black bricks, what 
is a green house made from?  

4. Please do not use a calculator for this, it would be cheating:  You are driving a bus from 
Ahmedabad to Surat.  In Maninagar, 17 people get on the bus.  In Kaira, 6 people got off 
the bus, and 9 people got on.  In Nadiad, 2 people get off, and 4 people get on.  In 
Vadodara, 3 people get off, and 5 people get on.  In Bharuch, 6 people get off, and 3 get 
on.  You then arrive at Surat Station.  How old is the bus driver? 

 
Answers  
 

1. Bread:  If you said “toast”, just give up now, and do something else.  And try not to hurt 
yourself. 

2. Cows drink water. 
3. Greenhouses are made from glass, not green bricks. 
4. Don’t you remember your own age?  You were driving the bus. 

 
 
 

READER’S LETTERS/EMAILS 
 
Unfortunately none this month.   
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
None this month. 

 
Please forward any questions on motoring and cars etc to john_morley@live.co.uk and an 
expert will hopefully answer them within the News Magazine. 

_________________ 
 
Members who have news items or articles that may be of interest are invited to forward 
them to John Morley at:  john_morley@live.co.uk.  Please title all emails “MAM News Item”. 

________________ 
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FURTHER NOTICES 

 Email addresses:  Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your 
newsletters by post please let the Editor, John Morley, know your email address.  You will 
benefit from early receipt of the News Magazine, early notice of special events, and we 
save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.  

 Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a 
suggestion for a talk, at our social evenings please advise the Events Coordinator, Richard 
Clark or Caroline Marsden. 

 Publicity:  Current post vacant. 

 Contact Details: If you move house, or your email or telephone number changes, please 
inform John Morley so that you don’t lose contact with us. 

 Drive Check: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new 
members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major. 

 

CONTACT US 

David Major: for queries about IAM Training, Associates and Observing:  07743 246746 
 
Website:  https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/melksham   

Melksham Group Committee:  

Chairman:  Richard Clark:  richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Secretary:  Caroline Marsden:  cmarsdenmiam@outlook.com 
Treasurer:  Douglas Colborne:  douglas.colborne@btinternet.com 
Membership Secretary:  John Morley:  john_morley@live.co.uk 
Chief Car Observer/Associates:  David Major:  dmajor@toucansurf.com   
Events Coordinator:   Temporary (post vacant): richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Melksham News Editor:  John Morley: john_morley@live.co.uk 
Webmaster:   Colin Nunn: colnun@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Disclaimer 

Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are 
those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham, and 
District Group Committee, unless made explicit.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are 
published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute 
changes to plans do occur. 

 
Answers to the quiz: 
 

1.  Spider  
2.  F30 
3.  Mondial Quattrovalvole 
4.  246 GTS 
5.  FF 
6.  Maranello 
7.  1970 Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Daytona 
8.  1987 Ferrari F40 
9.  F350 Berlinetta 
10.  401 


