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A Ford Model T snow conversion in the Reynolds Alberta 

Museum, Wetaskiwin, Alberta, Canada  
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Serious snow clearing, a TowPlow on a Missouri rural interstate  
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Any comments or opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the contributors and 
not necessarily of the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd., Editor or Committee. They are 
published in the belief that free expression may stimulate and breed ideas. No legal 
responsibility can be accepted for any article or advert published. Please send any items 
for consideration to be included, provided suitable space is available in the next 
Newsletter, to John Gilbert, our Newsletter Editor (details on Page 4). Items will be 
published ASAP.  

DATA PROTECTION ACT  
Membersô details, i.e. names, addresses and telephone numbers, are kept on computer for 
convenience. This information will only be used to further the aims and objectives of the 
IAM and is only available to Committee Members BUT can be inspected at any 
suitable time provided just cause can be proven . 
 

 



 

 

  

  

 PRESIDENT John Pentney  

 18 Tristram  Drive, Creech St. Michael, Taunton TA3 5QU 

 01823 443344  president@tgam.org.uk  

     

  CHAIRMAN  Kevin Grose  

 c/o Chateau Griffin, Hatch Beauchamp, Taunton TA3 6SJ  

 07788 863981  chair@tgam.org.uk   

 

 SECRETARY Serena Lonton  

 Mashala, Ilton, Ilminster  TA19 9HL  

 01460 52519  secretary@tgam.org.uk  

 

TREASURER Kevin Grose & Serena Lonton  

  (ACTING)  07788 863981  treasurer@tgam.org.uk   

 

MEMBERSHIP  Serena Lonton  

 SECRETARY Mashala, Ilton, Ilminster TA19 9HL  

 0146 0 52519  memsec@tgam.org.uk   

 

CHIEF SENIOR  Bill Coltham  

  OBSERVER Field Cottage, Smallridge, Axminster EX13 7LY  

 01297 631818  cso@tgam.org.uk  

 

   TRAINING  Alan Thomson  

    OFFICER The Nook, Kingstone, Ilminster TA19 0NS  

 01460 55919  cmat@tgam.org.uk  

 

NEWSLETTER John Gilbert  

    EDITOR  The Coach House, Stockland Bristol, Bridgwater TA5  2QA 

 01278 651222  ed@tgam.org.uk  

 

  COMMITTEE Faye Markham  

    MEMBER 41 Calvados Road, Taunton TA1 2LA  

 01823  338171  cmfm@tgam.org.uk  

 

4 

THE COMMITTEE  

Committee meetings (for Committee Members ONLY) are held at 

7:30pm on the second Thursday of the month at Hatch Beauchamp  

Village Hall. If, as a Group Member, you need to raise any issue at 

Committee level, then please feel free to contact any Committee 

Member to put your views to the next Committee Meeting.  
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IN the last Newsletter (No 117, December 2010), Editor John Gilbert 

raised the thorny topic of the best way to negotiate mini - roundabouts 

and the advice Observers should accordingly give to their Associates. 

John logically set out the legal position as state d in The Highway Code 

and by the Department for Transport that it is illegal to clip the painted 

white circle unless your vehicle is too large to avoid doing so.  

This is because mini - roundabouts markings have the same status 

as other mandatory road signs and markings such as stop signs and 

double centre white lines. Thus, provided the mini - roundabout has 

directional white arrows painted around the circle, it is an endorsable 

offence (3 points) to clip the circle with your wheels unless unavoidable. 

However , I have never ever heard of a driver being convicted and fined 

for this offence ï it seems to be one of those road traffic laws that are 

seldom if ever enforced. There are probably various reasons for this 

such as the police having better things to do tha n observe driver 

behaviour at mini - roundabouts; but also, perhaps, because it would be 

difficult to prove beyond reasonable doubt in a court that it was 

possible for the driver to avoid clipping the circle. The police might have 

to establish this by negoti ating the roundabout in question in an 

identical vehicle and such a practical exercise would be both expensive 

and time consuming. Even then, a defendant could claim that at the 

time of the alleged offence that traffic conditions forced him to clip the 

whi te circle.  

Except on new developments, most mini - roundabouts have been 

'retro - fitted' to an existing road layout such as a crossroads or T -

junction, and unless the kerbs have been cut back at the same time the 

layout is often cramped. In most such cases th ere simply would not 

have been space for full - size roundabout with a kerbed and raised 

central island. This can make it difficult to avoid clipping the white circle 

without steering an exaggerated course to avoid it. In some cases it is 

quite impractical ï an extreme example is the mini - roundabout in 

Taunton  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT  

MINI - ROUNDABOUTS  
 

By John Pentney, M.A.  

President  
 

 ñ...negotiate mini - roundabouts in accordance with  

  the law where it is safe, feasible and unambiguous  

  to  do so, but take a more pragmatic course  

  where this is likely to be the safer option ò 
 



 

  

  

 
Taunton's Eastwick Road, installed as part of a wider traffic -calming 

scheme in the early 1990s. Here it is utterly  impossible for any vehicle 

larger than a solo motorbike to avoid driving across the central circle ï 

approached from the Cheddon Road direction, it's more like a fork 

junction than a roundabout as regards the course a driver has to take.  

Another badly laid out mini - roundabout is in St Mary Street, 

Bridgwater, where it has a staggered crossroads with Dampiet Street 

and Friarn Street. Because of the stagger and the narrowness of the 

roads a driver turning right from Dampiet Street into St Ma ry Street has 

to pass to the right of the circle ï to attempt to drive round it 'correctly' 

would not be feasible.  

As John's original article states, drivers who do take the correct 

course round a mini - roundabout when heading for the second exit 

sometimes find that it results in drivers waiting to join at the first exit 

assuming that the driver already on the roundabout will be taking that 

exit and risk a collision by prematurely entering the roundabout. 

Although the latter driver would clearly be at fault,  he would be less 

likely to make such a false assumption if the first driver took a 

straighter course, and clipped the circle in the process, albeit illegally. 

This is an example of where in the real world of driving it may 

sometimes be preferable not to s tick to the letter of the law because 

some drivers, whether from ignorance or laziness, do not always expect 

other drivers to act correctly. Drivers who habitually do things wrongly 

can make it difficult for others to drive in strict accordance with the 

Highway Code in some situations ï for example, those who block a 

congested junction because their exit is not clear can lead to a free - for -

all situation in which other drivers are forced to do the same, otherwise 

they would never get a chance to make any pro gress themselves.  

What I find irritating at mini - roundabouts (with the obvious 

exception of the Mary Street, Bridgwater example cited above) are 

those drivers taking an exit to the right who avoid clipping the circle by 

passing completely to its right ï it 's simply another variant of the 

probable 98% of drivers who cut the corner when turning right from 

major to minor. I hope such drivers would not contemplate doing the 

equivalent on a full - size roundabout, i .e. driving the wrong way round 

it!  

In conclusion, I would advise drivers to negotiate mini -

roundabouts in accordance with the law where it is safe, feasible and 

unambiguous to do so, but to take a more pragmatic course where  this 

is likely to be the safer option. The letter of the law cannot t ake account 

of all traffic situations. Safety and common sense should take 

precedence over a strict interpretation of the law when that law is found 

wanting in some circumstances.  
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RIGHT ï this really is straight from the driving seat...We have recently 

added another vehicle to ñourò fleet ï a Fiat Doblo 1.2 Diesel Multijet 

fitted with a wheelchair ramp and facilities, etc. It enables our old 

arthritic collie dog to continue to enjoy his, slightly lesser now, walks in 

the woods by making his access to a vehicle very much easier by just 

strolling up the rear ramp. It is also very useful for our friends in 

wheelchairs, etc., to  enjoy a day out sightseeing or hospital/doctor 

appointments. Itôs a brilliant vehicle but appears to have one major 

problem ï there are no definitive indications of exactly where 30, 50 or 

70 mph are on the speedometer. The speedometer rises in 20 mph 

div isions ï 20, 40, 60, 80, etc., so itôs fine whilst cruising at 100 or 120  
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN  

Did you know itôs the Taunton Groupôs 30th  Anniversary year this 

year and we will be holding a special 30 th  Anniversary Luncheon on 

Saturday, 1 st  October at Oake  Manor Golf Club from 12.00 noon 

onwards. So please put this date in your diary now ï further details to 

follow in due course. Remember ï 30 th  Anniversary year -  2011.  

Those who attended our first 2011 Membersô Evening will have 

seen we have kicked off the  year with a brilliant presentation from 

Terry Beale of the Somerset Road Safety Partnership in respect of 

collision/accident investigation procedures. This highly informative talk 

was very well received and I extend my sincere thanks to Terry for all 

his effort and time to enlighten us in such procedures. Thank you.  

During all the recent bad weather with ice, ice, more ice and then 

snow, snow and more snow followed with some more ice, etc, etc., it 

wa  

 

mph -  I am joking of course, but 

I cannot easi ly define exactly 

where the 30, 50 and 70 mph 

indicators are, which is fairly 

important these days whilst 

driving on our British roads. I 

have spoken to a few people who 

also confirm my observations on 

their cars. So, I am going to add 

three very small, st ick on 

indicator triangles highlighting 

these required mandatory speed 

limits ï major problem solved!  

 

 

DIRECT FROM THE DRIVING SEATéOR CHAIR, MAN! 
 

By Kevin G. Grose  
Chairman  



 

  

 

 
was  uplifting to see some vital services never failed to deliver no matter 

what the weather threw at them. One such service was our paper man 

ï he never failed to deliver during all that time and he also appeared to 

have never been late ï donôt ask me how because he certainly didnôt 

have any flash 4x4 or anything special to cope with the weather ï he 

just delivered with his old little van as always.  

Same goes for our Postman ï both to be highly commended. One 

day, my Father and I had to walk to North Curry, so me 2 -  3 miles 

away to post some parcels. We also had to pick up some rather urgent 

prescriptions from the local surgery. No big deal you might think, apart 

from the fact the roads were barely walkable let alone drivable. It did 

take a couple of hours to c omplete but more commendable was that, at 

the surgery were two of our Taunton Group Members ï Dr. James 

Hickman and Jude Hammond who had ñborrowedò a 4x4 Land Rover to 

ensure they could actually get to the surgery to continue to supply a 

very vital service  to the local community ï well done to you both and I 

know your advanced driving skills helped in some way to ensure your 

safe journey.  

Fuel costs have risen again. Insurance renewals have risen again.  

Taxing oneôs vehicle is disproportionate to the amount and level it is 

used. Repair bills rocket. Servicing never gets cheaper ï if it does, is 

the vehicle actually being fully serviced? As we choose to be 

ñmotoristsò, we are clobbered from all angles. Some have no choice to 

fit in with our chosen lifestyles . What do we do? Our Membersô Evenings 

could not take place if everybody had to catch a bus to get there ï 

impossible ï it just will not work as the required service is just not in 

place. Do we then just give up as drivers and motorists, stay at home 

and a dmit defeat? NEVER, EVER and thatôs why we had over 30 people 

attend our January Membersô Evening. We had almost 30 attend in 

December. All of us can make that effort to ensure the driver and 

motorist is catered for. We pay enough, more than enough to ñenjoyò 

being drivers and motorists so make sure your journey is worthwhile 

and needed. Share your vehicle if you can ï a few extra miles using one 

car is better than two cars making the same journey. Arrange to do 

several things within the same journey and do nôt make several separate 

journeys. We have to compromise for now until things get better ï who 

knows, when prosperity returns, all those POTHOLES may have been 

filled in by then making our necessary journeys much, much safer for 

everybody.  

Lastly, we have  recently received notice of ñlosingò two of our 

treasured Group Observers ï George Parker and Steve Selby. I 

sincerely thank them both for all their time and effort given freely to 

the Group over so many years. Thank you and the door is always open 

if you  decide to return. Thatôs it, enough from me for now. 
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Do you enjoy your driving?  

It  struck me quite forcibly 

recently that there may be some 

Advanced Drivers that see their 

IAM badge as a statement of their 

ability to be boring old f..ts in 

their driving, rather than a public 

statement of their skill in driving.  

There is not an automatic  

entry to the boring old whatsits 

club when you take and pass your 

ADT, you know. What has 

happened to the flair and 

enjoyment of driving these days?  

Passing the test allows you 

to build and develop your driving. 

Itôs not the end of the world as  
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óSTRAIGHT ONô 

By Bill Coltham  

Chief Senior Observer  
 Some say he is made from titanium,  

 others, that he is a ballet dancer,  

 but  all we know is                          
                                 -  that he is the Twig!  

...FOR A FUN WINTER, 2011!  

 

we see it, itôs just the start. 

So get out there and put 

some revs into your driving, letôs 

see you taking the corners with 

relish, planning and using the 

road to its full advantage.  

Itôs just what bikers do 

every time they go out!!  

 
Itôs fun being an Observer.  

I really hope that Observer Allan 

Wellwood felt proud when  he 

received his Observer Certificate 

recently. He should do, for he 

worked hard and studied his 

theory to pass the not easy test 

to become one.  

 
WHEN I took my Senior Test three years ago, Sue, my wife, 

told me she had not seen me so nervous in all the 40 odd 
years of taking exams and tests required for the Police and 
the NHS subsequently.  

But I value the certificates and know that I put a lot of 
work into learning something new and less usual.  

But thanks to the four of you who have let us know y ou 
are interested in studying to be an Observer, for over the 
next few months you will find it hard, challenging and 

worthwhile.  
We hope you do, then youôll value it the more when you 

pass. Oh yes, have some fun too! After all, none of us have to 
do it, do  we? 

 



 

 

  

 

 

biccies, and helping wash up or 

move chairs. There seems to be a 

natural air about it all.  

I spent much of the last 

members evening talking. Now 

that is not unusual and other 

committee members will say -  

well, he always does that, but 

you had queries, questions and 

just needed to say something.  

Great, and thank you, keep 

them coming -  Ióll do my best to 

answer.  
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Members Evenings  

Weôve been at it a while now, 

havenôt we? No, not that, youôll 

have to read my article later in 

this mag if you want to read the 

tasty bits. No I mean the monthly 

meeting of us all at the memberôs 

nights in the hall.  

Have you noticed how much 

more relaxed everyone is with 

each other now? Chatting with 

each other after the speaker, 

looking after a new member, 

eating Fayeôs great choccy 

biccies,  

 

  

MARCH MEMBERSõ EVENING 
 

Presents  
 

A TALK ON SHELTERBOX 
 

òAn International disaster relief 
charity that delivers eme rgency 
shelter, warmth and dignity to 
people affected by worldwide 

disasteró  
 
 

Wednesday, 16 th March at 7:30 pm  
at Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall  

 

Just a óThank youô. 

Some of you, and I think you know who you are, just turn up to the 

Members ô Evenings regularly as clock work, come rain or shine, come 

poor speaker or brilliant evening. You make it for us, and without you, 

itôs all a waste of time. Thanks. 

 



 

 

  

 

EDITORIAL  

I am, at the moment, banned from driving due to recent half knee 

replacement surgery . Unlike John Pentney, who was very frustrated at 

not being able to drive for six weeks (see last issue), my downtime 

should only be two or three weeks, much more acceptable. I have been 

spending my down time compiling this spring edition of our newsletter 

and getting my right knee operating again by walking around our 

garden. I was struck by the contrast between the warm sunshine and 

all of the signs of s pring in the garden, bulbs appearing and deciduous 

shrubs starting to show their leaves, with the very chilly contents of the 

newsletter. I suppose it is inevitable that, with a quarterly newsletter, 

we are always one season behind the times.  

The very earl y and severe winter that we experienced at the end 

of last year certainly seemed to make a deep impression on our readers 

resulting in several articles on the subject. There are plenty of tips in 

those articles for safe cold weather driving but hopefully w e wonôt need 

to use them until next winter although, as I write this in mid February, 

we still have several weeks of winter to endure.  

You may notice some subtle changes in the format of this edition 

of the newsletter. These have come about as a result of suggestions by 

members of the committee and are a part of a process of continuous 

improvement. I will always be interested to hear from you, the readers, 

on how the newsletter could be further improved. This is, after all, your  

newsletter.  

I was very pleas ed to receive several articles from the general 

membership recently. This does help to provide a much more diverse 

and interesting newsletter. Thank you and do, please, keep those 

articles coming.  

You will see from the Calendar opposite that we have a very  full 

programme of events planned for the first half of the year and hope 

that you all make the most of them. The Bloodhound presentation in 

May should be particularly interesting and, as one of the aims of this 

project is to get young people excited by sc ience, you are all 

encouraged to bring your family, friends, children and grandchildren. 

That will be followed in June by our traditional classic car evening so 

again, if you have friends or family with classic vehicles, they and their 

vehicles would be ve ry welcome at that event.  

Last monthôs FROM THE PAST  was about one of the most famous 

partnerships in British motoring history, that of Rolls Royce. Rounding 

out the newsletter this month we have, in contrast, an article about one 

of the least known partne rships, the GWK concern which started motor 

production 100 years ago but only survived for 20 years.  
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CALENDAR  

All displays, events and talks, etc., are always open to you as Members, 

your family and friends. We welcome as many new faces as possible to 

come and join us. We endeavour to make sure that full details are made 

available in each Newsletter. The latest news on events can be found on 

the up to date Events page of the Group Website  at www.tgam.org.uk  or 

by contacting any of the Committee Members (please see Page 4).  

 
MEMBERSô EVENINGS ARE HELD EVERY THIRD WEDNESDAY OF THE 

MONTH AT HATCH BEAUCHAMP VILLAGE HALL, TA3 6SG, AND ARE OPEN 
TO ALL MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILY, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS, 

FROM 7:30 PM TO 9:30 PM.  

POP ALONG AND SEE WHAT WE ARE ALL ABOUT OR HAVE A 

LOOK ON: www.tgam.org.uk  
 

                     MARCH  

10  Th 7:30 pm  Committee Meeting (Committee Members only)  

16  W 7:30 pm  Membersô Evening - Shelterbox  

31  Th  IAM Track based Skills Day at Silverstone  

                     APRIL  

14  Th 7:30 pm  Committee Meeting (Committee Members only)  

20  W 7:30 pm  Membersô Evening ï Truck Driving  

                      MAY  

10  Tu  IAM Track based Skills Day at Pembury  

12  Th 7:30 pm  Committee Meeting (Committee Members only)  

18  W 7:30 pm  Membersô Evening ï Bloodhound SSC  

                      JUNE  

9 Th 7:30 pm  Committee Meeting (Committee Members only)  

15 W 7:30 pm  Membersô Evening ï Classic Car Evening  

29  W  IAM Track based Skills Day a t Knockhill   

                      JULY  

14  Th 7:30 pm  Committee Meeting (Committee Members only)  

20  W 7:30 pm  Membersô Evening 

                    AUGUST  

11  Th 7:30 pm  Committee Meeting (Committee Members only)  

17 W 7:30 pm  Membersô Evening  

                 SEPTEMBER  

8 Th 7:30 pm  Committee Meeting (Committee Members only)  

21  W 7:30 pm  Membersô Evening 

 

http://www.tgam.org.uk/
http://www.tgam.org.uk/


 

  

 

GROUP OBSERVERS  
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CHIEF SENIOR OBSERVER  

Bill Coltham  01297 631818  

 

   TEAM WEST                                    TEAM EAST  

        SENIOR OBSERVER              TRAINEE  SENIOR OBSERVER  

& TEAM LEADER                            & TEAM LEADER  

   Colin White  01823 257196              Alan Thomson  01 460 55919  

             

        TRAINEE SENIOR OBSERVER  

                   John Gilbert  

OBSERVERS                                   OBSERVERS  

Guy Denton                                     Ron Holdom  

Kevin Grose                                     John Pentney  

Faye Markham                                 Steve Selby ( PAUSED)  

Russ Williams                                   Allan Wellwood  

 
 

 

 

Group Observers must be fully paid up Taunton Group Members AND 

fully paid up National IAM members at ALL times to carry out your vital 

Observer roles. There are NO exceptions. You must always check that 

your Associate has an up to date membership card bef ore departing on 

any observed drives. Please try to make and maintain contact with your 

new Associates, and listen to any concerns or fears they may have. 

When Associates pass their Advanced Driving Test, PLEASE inform your 

Team Leader as soon as possible as we have a duty to keep accurate 

and up to date records. All new Associate Members are normally 

teamed up with a conveniently placed Observer. If you have or 

encounter any problems please contact our Chief Senior Observer, Bill 

Coltham, or the Group Chai rman.  
 

TGAM & LOCAL DRIVING INSTRUCTORS  
 

The following IAM & TGAM members are Driving Standards Agency/  

Approved Driving Instructors:   

Guy Denton   01984 633467   also a TGAM Qualified Observer  

Tudor Humphreys  01823 277353   

Nigel Steady   01278 722944  

Members and/or enquirers must establish their own facts and details 

when contacting a Driving Instructor. If any other IAM & TGAM Full 

Member Driving Instructors wish to be on the above list, then please 

contact the Group Secretary or the Newsletter  Editor. (Note: You MUST 

remain FULL IAM & TGAM members at all times.)  
 



 

  

 

ADVANCED DRIVING TEST PASSES  
CONGRATULATIONS to the following who have recently passed their 

Advanced Driving Tests.  

  OBSERVED BY 

        Robert Leadbeater  Kevin Grose  

 Rina Cameron  John Gilbert  

NOTE: If you have passed the test recently but your name is not on the 

above list please make sure that you inform Serena Lonton, the 

Membership Secretary. Also, in a change from our previous procedure, 

we would, in future, like to present successful candidates with their 

pass certificates at one of our Membersô Evenings. 
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MEMBERSô PAGE 

THERE are still a few people who have not renewed their Group 

Membership for the current year, therefore enclosed with this 

Newsletter is a Renewal Form for your convenience.  

If you have decided not to renew, please accept my apologies for 

having troubled you, however if this is the case, it would be a great 

help if you could let me know. I will then take your name off the Group 

mailing list and you will not be troubled further.  

If you would like to renew your membership, please complete the 

form and send it bac k to me with your cheque for £5.00 or £10.00 by 

31 st  May 2011. This will prevent your membership from lapsing, and 

guarantee that you continue to receive our brilliant Newsletter, which I 

am sure you will agree is always a very good read.  

Some of you when you renew your Group membership enclose a 

letter, usually to explain the delay in renewing. I apologise for not 

always being able to reply but I always read the letters, and where a 

reply is necessary I make sure I do so ï even if it is on a post - it note!  

Many thanks to you all for your continuing support.  

 

 
THE MEMBERSHIP REGISTER  
THE following have recently joined the group. We hope you enjoy your 

association with the Taunton Group and we look forward to welcoming 

you to our meetings, events and activities.  

  TOWN LEVEL 

Grace Tantam  Culmhead  Associate  
Anthony Brown  Bridgwater  Associate  

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS  
 

By Serena Lonton  

Membership Secretary  
 



 

  

 

MEMBERSô MEETING, 17th  NOVEMBER  
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Suzi White  

 

THE speaker at our November Meeting 

was Suzi White, the Somerset 

Coordinator for Community First Aid 

Resilience  for the British Red Cross. 

Suzi gave a very professional and 

fascinating presentation which was 

thoroughly enjoyed by everybody in 

attendance. She also brought  along 

two of her colleagues, Bernard Serle 

and Malcolm Cook and one of the 

organizationôs impressive Fire & 

Emergency Support Services Vehicles 

which, fortunately for us, was able to 

stay with us all evening due to the 

lack of any local emergencies during 

the evening.  

 Suzi started her presentation by giving a brief summar y of the 

mission of the British Red Cross, its origins and a little of its history. 

Despite its name the organization does not limit its activities to the UK 

alone. It is involved in emergencies worldwide such as tsunamis, etc. 

Typical of emergency situati ons in the UK at which it would be very 
active would be the recent floods in Cornwall.  

 

The Red Cross started after a Swiss 

gentleman by the name of Henri Dunant 

from Geneva travelled to Solferino in 1859 

and witnessed the after effects of the Battle 

of Solferino. He saw thousands of dead and 

dying soldiers who were apparent ly not 

receiving any attention. He took the 

initiative to organize the local civilians to 

provide assistance to the soldiers and 

financed the purchase of necessary 

materials and helped erect makeshift 

hospitals. As a result of the publication of 

his memoir s of his experiences at Solferino 

and his ideas on setting up an international 

organization, the International Red Cross 

was set up four years later, in 1863, based 

in Geneva.  

 

Henri Dunant  

By John Gilbert  

Newsletter Editor  
 



  

 

  

There followed a description of the Fire &  Emergency Support 

Services Vehicle which was standing outside the village hall, and open 

for viewing by our members. The vehicle is controlled from the 

Somerset Fire & Rescue Services control room in Hestercombe House. 

The v ehicle , which is  set up to be a temporary shelter , is one of 53 

around the country, one being based in Bridgwater and another in 

Plymouth . The vehicle carries t hree sets of clothing of all sizes. It is 

equipped with w ater, a cooker, fridge, freezer, and showers. The cost of 

each vehicle is £45 ,000  and it costs  £125 to fully kit volunteers, plus 

fuel, food and clothing. No funds are obtained from the Government, 

they are fully funded by the British Red Cross through donations.  The 

crew c an contact relatives, pets, and child ren  if necessary . The vehicles 

cannot be called directly, you have to go through the other services  and 

they are  m ostly manned by volunteers.  

 

Malcolm Cook, Suzi White and Bernard Perle in front of the Fire & 

Emergency Support Services Vehicle  
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Suzi then went on to describe various services that the British Red 

Cross offer:  

¶ Medical Equipment Service .  Can loan wheelchairs but do ask for 

a donation.  

¶ Care in the Home . If there are no relations after a stay in hospital 

they can take patients home  and  do shopping for 3 -6 weeks, but no 

medical nursing.  

¶ Transport & Escort .  Can take to patients to a consultant and also 

for treatment.  

¶ International Tracing and Messaging .  Can find people  and  help 

asylum s eekers and immigrants , they are  non -denominational.  

Following this came a description of how  passing motorist s can 

help  the victims  of road traffic accidents.  It was pointed out that this is 

the latest advice which may differ from what you have been used to if 

you havenôt updated your first aid training recently. For example the 

Recovery Position is now called the Safe Position. It should also be 

noted that the notes below are meant to be a record of the meeting, 

and not to be used as a text book for emergencies  ï do get 

yourself updated with first aid training by an appropriate organization.  

¶ Check for breathing . If a motorcyclist, decide whether to remove 

the he lmet.  If not breathing take it off using a gentle rocking motion 

while keeping head straight if possible. This is the first level of first 

aid before emergency services arrive. You have 3 minutes. If the 

victim is still not breathing in the safe position u se compressions. 30 

compressions then 2 breaths (breaths are not essential). This 

pushes the blood and oxygen around , donôt stop until paramedics 

arrive. It is extremely unlikely that you would get  sued for helping if 

things go wrong.  

¶ Bleeding arm . Apply  pressure first then wrap round with, for 

example , a Tee shirt and raise the arm above the heart. This s lows 

down the blood flow  and  keep s a supply of blood to the brain . C lean 

if possible, no tourniquets.  

¶ Burns.  Place in cold water for as long as possible, at least for 10 

minutes, then wrap it up in something like cling film. If bigger than 

a 50p piece send  go to hospital.  

¶ Choking .  Five hard sl aps on the back (between the shoulder 

blades) and then check to see whether anything  has come up. If the 

victim is really choking then press up on front. If neither works the 

victim will slip into unconsciousness.  

¶ Bones .  There could be  swelling , bruising or a strange position.  

Attempt  to get the victim to support themselves with their hand  or a  

cushion, etc. It hurts so they will need reassurance, they might go 

into shock so keep them warm, and maybe raise their legs to get 

blood to drain, donôt move them . 
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Geoff Beechey  receives his ADT Pass Certificate from his Observer, 

Alan Thomson (left) while President, John Pentney looks on  

¶ Heart attacks .  Pain in chest, maybe pale, sweaty, dial 999, put in 

w-position. Also make them cough , give  300mg aspirin to chew . 

¶ Diabetes .  Could be suffering from h igh or low sugar, wonôt know 

which. May appear to be drunk but not smell of  alcohol.  Give sugar.  

¶ Strokes .  Face will be slack, wonôt be able to smile, canôt raise an 

arm, act quick ly.  

¶ Seizures .  Get victim on the ground so they canôt fall, put something 

around the head to protect it, let them work it out. If it goes on for 

more than 10 min utes  get medical help.  
 

Finally Suzi talked about Community Resilience . The f irst level is 

up to the individual; know your gas/water/electricity suppliers and how 

to turn off supplies , prepare a grab bag in case of emergencies. The 

grab  bag should contain 14  items, namely a  torch (wind up is best) 

money , glasses (if you w ear them ) fresh water, whistle, medical kit, 

wind up radio, coat or blanket, any medication  you need , a swiss army 

knife, documents in waterproof  folder , spare keys, pencil and paper, 

mobile phone ( and charger)  and a  fir st  aid kit.  And in  the car keep  

willies, a spade , water and chocolate bar s. 

After Suziôs excellent presentation an Advanced Driving Test Pass 

Certificate was awarded to Geoff Beechey by his Observer, Alan 

Thomson.  

 

  



  

ON one of the coldest evenings in November , 2010, Alan Thomson and 

I attended at the Smallridge /All Saints parish Road Safety event. This 

was a presentation from the Devon Road Casualty Reduction 

Partnership given by Mike Hull from the Devon Driving Centre and 

coordinated by our very own Taunton Group Chief Senior Observer, Bill 

Coltham.  

Now you may  ask several questions here ï whereôs Smallridge/All 

Saints? What are we doing in Devon? Why were Bill, Alan and myself 

involved? and maybe many more questions but the answers are very 

simple ï Bill lives in Smallridge/All Saints, Alan and I were invited, and 

itôs good to see how the other County Partnerships work. 
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The parish of Smallridge/All Saints is one of those parishes that is 

sometimes forgotten by the big boys at County Hall and unless they 

look it up on a map they have no idea where i t is but no matter, we 

courteously invited the Exeter and Torbay Group to attend and they 

kindly sent along one of their Committee Members, Andrew Cleare, to 

represent their interests. The main objective was to get certain 

messages across to the older gene ration within the community and I 

firmly believed it worked. Mike Hull ôs presentation was excellent ï 

informative, constructive and involving. Questions and banter 

progressed and a very positive evening was had by all.  

X 

EXACTLY WHERE IS SMALLRIDGE?  
 

By Kevin G. Grose  
Chairman  
 ñThe main point of this exercise 

  was that it was very well supported  

  by  the local community...ò  



 

  

Alan and I set up our table displaying IAM leaflets and Road 

Safety information. During the break, many more questions were asked 

and we answered all we could. A twin CD and dual booklet package was 

handed out  by Mike Hull and hav ing now viewed this item ï one CD is  
absolutely spot on along with the booklet and the other CD is a light 

hearted attempt to convey a serious message.. .and it sort of works.  
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The main point of this exercise was that it was very well 

supported  by the local community; the Devon Partnership conveyed 

road safety in a positive manner; inter IAM Group coordination was 

present; all supplied information appeared to have been taken on board 

and the village hall venue was excellent ï all this on an extr emely cold 

winterôs evening when most people wouldnôt even venture outside their 

own doors. So thank you to Bill Coltham and the community of 

Smallridge/All Saints for inviting us, and thanks to Alan Thomson, 

Andrew Cleare, Mike Hulls, Devon Road Casualty Reduction Partnership 

and all, etc., for your support and commitment with showing that 

events can continue and be well supported even in extremely bad 

weather conditions ï Bravo!  

 



 

  
WELL, another successful Christmas Luncheon has been enjoyed at 

Oake Manor Golf Club . 

We had 32 attendees from the original 34 noted with only two 

absent due to an illness. This event took place on the Saturday after 

one of the coldest ,  most  frozen, icy, misty, snowed in weeks of the year 

so far and I thank all of those who made the effort to attend on the 

day.  Conditions had improved although some areas were still deemed 

dangerous and slippery.   

Well done to you all, as an experience of dr iving in extreme 

conditions whilst under a controlled environment increases your driving 

skills no end. By proceeding with caution and care, our motoring world 

continues and our skills increase, as they say ï nothing ventured, 

nothing gained ï but please o nly continue to proceed and venture out 

safely.  

I must thank all your generosity again for the many raffle prizes 

kindly donated this year and Geoff and Beverley Worby kindly ran the 

raffle for the Group which proceeded to make £72  at the end of the 

day. S o a big thank you to all who participated and for Geoff and 

Beverley for running it.  
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TGAM CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON, 4 th  DECEMBER  

By Kevin G. Grose  

Chairman  
 


