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ChairmanôsCorner

The Chairman is taking a summer break and

normal service will be resumed for the Winter

edition.

Enjoy the remainder of the summer and most

importantly, stay hydrated!

September Members õ Evening

Other side of 

Embalming

Adrian White is the MD of Whiteôs 

Funeral Directors, East Reach, 

Taunton. Heôs been in the trade 

for the last 40 years or so. Heôs 

coming to talk to us about his life 

as a funeral director. 

Wednesday 19th September 7:30pm 

at Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall



Committee meetings (for committee members ONLY) are held bimonthly at 7:30pm on the first

Wednesday of the month at Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall. If, as a group member, you need to

raise any issue at committee level, then please feel free to contact any committee member to put

your views to the next committee meeting.

Chairman Andrew Griffiths chair@wessexam.uk

Vice Chairman/Events Coordinator Barry Keenan events@wessexam.uk

Secretary/Membership Secretary David Walton secretary@wessexam.uk 

Treasurer Isobel Jennings treasurer@wessexam.uk

Associate Coordinator John Gilbert coordinator@wessexam.uk

Support Officer Michael Wotton cmmw@wessexam.uk 

Chief Observer/Masters Mentor Andrew Griffiths chair@wessexam.uk

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster David Walton ed@wessexam.uk 

Committee Member Brian Howe (President) president@wessexam.uk



Group observers must be fully paid up Wessex Group

AND National IAM members at ALL times to carry out

your vital observer roles.

Always check that your associate has an up to date

membership card before departing on any observed

drives. Please try to make and maintain contact with

your new associates and listen to any concerns or fears

they may have. When associates pass their Advanced

Driving Test, PLEASE inform the associate coordinator

as soon as possible as we have a duty to keep accurate

and up to date records. All new associate members are

normally teamed up with a conveniently placed observer.

If you have any problems please contact our chief

observer, Andrew Griffiths.

The following IAM and WAM member is a Driving

Standards Agency/Approved Driving Instructor:

Nick Tapp 07900 900678

Members and/or enquirers must establish their own

facts and details when contacting a Driving Instructor. If

any other IAM and WAM full member driving instructors

wish to be on the above list, contact the newsletter

editor. (NB: You MUST remain full IAM and WAM members

at all times.)

Chief Observer, Masters 

Mentor & LOA
Andrew Griffiths

National Observer & LOA Barry Keenan

National Observer Delphine West-King

Local Observer Paul Crowe

Local Observer Godfrey Davey

Local Observer Brian Dodd

Local Observer Paul Green

Local Observer Isobel Jennings

Local Observer Hugh Todd

Local Observer Guy Tucker

Local Observer David Walton

Local Observer Michael Wotton



SEPTEMBER

5 W 7:30pm WAM Committee Meeting

15-16 Sat & Sun Somerset Moto Fest

19 W 7:30pm Membersô EveningïAdrian White, Funeral Director

OCTOBER

17 W 7:30pm Membersô Evening ïAnnual General Meeting, guest speaker Robby 

Downing ïASDM for Region 4

NOVEMBER

7 W 7:30pm WAM Committee Meeting

21 W 7:30pm Membersô EveningïA talk by Andy Ware, one of IAM RoadSmartôs 

examiners

DECEMBER

8 Sa 12:30pm WAM Christmas Lunch

No Membersô Eveningin December



Following a recent visit to the Seaton Tramway, I thought

it might be good to share some information as the

school holidays are now in full swing.

THE NEW SEATON TRAM STATION

Seaton Tramway is proud to announce the opening of its

brand-new, state of the art station in Seaton.

The 28th June saw the culmination of 10 years of planning

and hard work, with the opening of the new £3 million

station. Providing a contemporary, all-year round facility, café

and gift shop, it will allow visitors to immerse themselves in

the fascination surrounding the history and operations of the

tramway before boarding a tram and travelling back in time

to a golden age of travel.
by Brian Howe



building is home to four new platforms, which

house four trams each night, creating a stunning

showroom displaying some of the famous

heritage trams. Brand new interpretation has

allowed an even more immersive visitor

experience celebrating the fascinating story of

the tramway.

As well as the opening of the new station, there

was also the opening of a brand-new café and

gift shop, Claudeôs,named after and dedicated

to Seaton Tramwayôsfounder, Claude Lane. The

café boasts a new menu and is delighted to

announce that it will be joining the effort in

cutting the use of one-time-use plastics down to

almost nothing including the offer of paper

straws. The tramway hopes this is the first step

of many in the journey to making Seaton a

leader in green waste. Claudeôsalso contains a

gift shop, offering a brand-new range of

souvenirs and gifts.

With visitor numbers increasing over recent

years, the new station will enable space for

events, exhibitions and a greater visitor

experience, accessing the trams and the Axe

Valley for decades to come, and will be the new

Chief Exec - Jenny Nunn commented ñThenew

project has been a huge undertaking by the

tramway and represents major investment in the

tourism economy of Seaton. The town has

witnessed a very successful regeneration project

over the past few years, which has seen the

addition of Tesco, Seaton Jurassic, Premier Inn

and 220 Bovis homes. The new Tram Station is

one of the final pieces in the puzzle for the

townôsregeneration project and a unique

addition to the Southwestôscoastline. With the

301 square metres of internal space, it will

enable the charity to attract even more visitors to

the area than ever before.ò

This is the first new station to be built by a

heritage railway in many years and has seen

highly complex railway engineering works take

place, work not seen in the area since the

tramway moved to Seaton in 1970.

Every effort from the tramway staff has been put

into creating the new station in Seaton, work

which started last September. Almost 450

tonnes of ballast, 300 sleepers and over 190

piles have been used in the project to lift the

station two metres above the ground. The new



home to its many family events and evenings

including The Dinosaur Tram Adventure, The

Fairy Special, The Pirate Tram, The Bright

Sparks Science show and returning this

Christmas, the award-winning The Polar

ExpressÊTram Ride Experience.

Seaton Tramway has had immense support

from local residents, businesses, volunteers and

staff and is grateful to have been supported by

the óMakingit Localôprogramme, which is in part

funded by the European Agricultural Fund and

has granted the Tramway £100k for its

continued support for rural tourism, cultural and

heritage activities.

During construction of the new building, the tram

service was operating from the tramwayôs

Riverside Depot. Here visitors were offered a

unique, previously unseen look into the inner

workings of this heritage tramway. Until 27th

June, the tour provided behind the scenes

insights into the daily workings of the Depot and

a sneak preview of the new station before it

opened.

The new station opened at 10am 28th June to

welcome its first visitors through the doors. The

first 1,000 visitors each received a limited-

edition commemorative poster and were the

very first to experience the new operation. Staff

and volunteers were present to answer any

questions about the new Station. Seaton

Tramway will officially host a grand opening

later in August.

SEATON TRAMWAY IS A FUN DAY 

OUT IN DEVON         

3 miles of unspoilt countryside along the

beautiful Axe Valley

Seaton Tramway operates narrow gauge

heritage trams between Seaton, Colyford and

Colyton in East Devonôsglorious Axe Valley,

travelling alongside the River Axe estuary

through two nature reserves and giving an

unrivalled view of the abundant wading bird

life.

The coastal resort of Seaton is now a gateway

town to the Jurassic Coast, a UNESCO World

Heritage Site, whilst the historic town of

Colyton is described as ñDevonôsMost

Rebellious Townòfor its part in the Monmouth

Rebellion of 1685. Explore this site for full

details and then be sure to pay us a visit!



MAKE A DAY OF IT
Start your journey at SEATON and ride inland

to COLYTON, one of Devonôshidden jewels, or

start at COLYTON and arrive at SEATON, the

gateway to the Jurassic Coast.

Seaton

Seaton nestles between Beer Head and Haven

Cliff and is a gateway for exploring the Jurassic

Coast. The town appeals to holidaymakers of

all ages with its variety of independent shops,

pubs and cafes. Seaton Marshes also provide

great places to explore, by the famous Electric

Tramway or on foot, with kingfishers, herons,

foxes and little egrets to name but a few.

Situated at the mouth of the River Axe,

overlooking the magnificent blue waters of

Lyme Bay. Seaton offers a wonderful pebble

beach with safe swimming areas and a haven

for yachtsman at the idyllic harbour at

Axmouth. The South West Coast Path takes

you along a magical cliff walk to Lyme Regis,

just 6 miles away.

Colyford

Although technically a borough, Colyford was

granted a charter by Edward I in 1341 due to

its accessibility to the River Axe which allowed

sea-going vessels as far as Coly Bridge. Today

it is a picturesque village with a long main

street and beautiful character thatched houses.

Each year in September on the Saturday

closest to Michaelmas, Colyford holds its

annual medieval Goose Fayre.

Colyton

Dating back to Saxon times, Colyton is a little

piece of 1950ôsEngland set amongst stunning

Devon countryside. The hexagonal lantern

tower of St AndrewôsChurch provides a

landmark for the town and there is a host of

most interesting houses, shops and pubs

dating back to medieval times dotted around

the pretty town centre. If travelling by tram,

Colyton Station, Kingsdon, just a short walk

from the town, dates from 1868 and is well

worth the visit, not only for its famous cream



teas but also for the way it has been

sympathetically restored in the old London and

South-Western Railway style.

HOW TO FIND US

Travel by bus on services: 9A, 52, X9, 885,

899.

Nearest Railway Station: Axminster.

Sat Nav Codes - Seaton EX12 2TB, Colyton

EX24 6HA.

Visitors are reminded that the car park at

Seaton is a Pay and Display, run by East

Devon District Council.

The recommended time for a return tram trip is

at least 3 hours, longer at peak periods. A

cheaper car park is available (£1.50 for a 4

hour stay) across the Underfleet road before

entering the Co-op car park.

If you wish to visit the Gift Shop, Tramstop

Café or the town of Colyton, please allow for

this when you pay for parking at the Seaton car

park. Parking is free of charge at Colyton

Station.

CONTACT US

You can contact us through any of the

following methods:

Seaton Tramway

Riverside Depot

Harbour Road

Seaton

Devon EX12 2NQ

Phone: 01297 20375

Email: info@tram.co.uk



By John Gilbert

In the last three months four Associates undertook their Advanced Driving

Tests resulting in one Pass and no less than three F1RST Passes. The names

can be seen on the next page but perhaps a couple of names deserve

particular mention. Firstly Andrew Hepworth who achieved his F1RST with a

clean slate of all ó1sô,and Observer David Walton who mentored two of the

F1RST class passes.

On the flip side of the coin, sadly, four Associates decided to not continue their

mentoring and dropped out before taking their tests for various reasons.

However we can be certain that they will still be better and more confident

drivers than they would otherwise have been.

In addition to the above activities one MemberôsAssessment has been performed and two Free

Tasters, one of which has already been converted into a full Advanced Driving Course. We have also

signed up four new Associates of whom three have already started their Advanced Driving Courses

while the other is due to start in August.

Simple mathematics shows that the number of Associates leaving our system was double the number

of new Associates signing up so our twelve Observers are relatively underemployed at the moment,
only four of them currently working with an Associate on an Advanced Driving Course.



Advanced Driving Test Passes

Congratulations to four members who have

recently passed their Advanced Driving Test.

OBSERVED BY

Pat Godwin Barry Keenan

Alistair Gee (F1RST) David Walton

Perry Chesterton (F1RST) Hugh Todd

Andrew Hepworth (F1RST) David Walton

The Membership Register

This quarter we have four new group members.

We hope you enjoy your association with Wessex

and we look forward to welcoming you to our

meetings, events and activities.

TOWN CLASS

Anna Crocker Taunton Associate

Susan Forbes Huish Episcopi Associate

Michael Fry-Foley Ilminster Associate

Michael Pinkney Langport Associate

We currently have 134 members of whom 6 are active associates

Statistics for year to end of July

group region avg.

Pass rate % 94 87

No. of F1RSTS 6 7.1

No. of observers 12 27.4

New Associates 29 43.0



Well arenôtwe having a wonderful summer? Temperatures

soaring and the sunôsshone for a fair few weeks on end.

Absolutely glorious. Unless of course you donôtlike / canôtcope

with the hot weather in which case how awful it must be for you,

but whether youôresun lovers or not, I hope youôremanaging to

find a way to keep cool and hydrated as this very warm weather

continues.

And talking of hot spells, the first really hot one I encountered

was over the weekend of the 4th ï7th May at the Abbey Hill

Steam Rally. The sun shone from morning through ôtildusk

every day, but despite the great weather there just werenôtthe

crowds that there should have been. Perhaps it was due to the

great weather and everybody had taken the chance to pop off

to the seaside for the weekend? It was, after all held over the

May Bank Holiday.
By Barry Keenan, Events 

Co-ordinator



Abbey Hill was our first óeventôof the season

and was certainly the first time (in my tenure)

that weôveventured down to Yeovil with our

trade stand. My very grateful thanks to Andrew

Griffiths & David Walton our outside events

stalwarts and to Brian Howe & John Gilbert

who stepped in at the last moment to help Mike

Wotton run the stand on Saturday (when, oddly

enough both Andrew & David were away

attending the regional conference and I was off

on babysitting duties for my wonderful little

grandson). But my most special thanks go to

Andrew Harrison, Kate Mair & Ella Waude of

the WAM Volunteer Cadre who gave up their

time to help out and gave such sterling service

to WAM over the weekend.

My sincere thanks also to Paul Dean who

though he readily offered his service, had to

pull out at the very last minute due to an

unforeseen problem. So to all of you, my most

grateful thanks because without you, it simply

wouldnôthave been the success it was.

Our MemberôsEvening Guests this quarter

were Cyril James and his chums who came to

talk to us about the history of the Cross

Manufacturing Company and the internal

combustion engine developments of Roland

Claude Cross, their companyôsfounder.

Unfortunately I couldnôtbe there that night, but

the feedback I had from many members of the

audience was very, very positive, so my thanks

not only to Cyril and his friends for coming and

giving such an enlightened talk, but also to

Andy Mayes for suggesting to me that I invite

them in the first place.

If you have anybody that youôdlike to hear talk

to the group, on any subject, then please drop

me a line and Iôllsee if I can organise their

visit. Currently Iômplanning our speakers for

2020, so theyôllhave a long enough lead in

time to work us into their diaries!

Our next speaker of the quarter was Alan

Billinghurst who came all the way from North

Curry(!) to chat to us about his days as the

Engineer in charge of building this section of

the M5. Again he proved to be an enormously

knowledgeable and dare I say, funny speaker

who made me laugh out loud at some of his



Without too much rest after the Classic Car

Show, on the 29th July weôllbe found once

again at the óWatchetLiveôCarnival Fete on

the Memorial Ground at Watchet. Aside from

Andrew Griffiths and myself, this time weôllbe

joined by Andrew Harrison & Anne Bull who

were of great help as stewards at the Car

Show. So please, if youôrein the area, do feel

free to drop by and say hello.

Weôvebeen invited to set up our trade stand at

óWestCountry Minisôthe 2nd Charity Mini Show

being held at West Hunstspill (TA9 3RH) on

Sunday 5th August starting at 10:30am.

Unfortunately because I only learned about this

show at our own Classic Car Show, it didnôt

give me enough time to work the date into our

events calendar so we wonôtbe going.

However, Iômassured that this is a great show

and in support of the óMakeA Wish

Foundationô. For further information, please

look at their website www.utmm.co.uk

Another reason that we couldnôtgo to the West

Country Minis show is that on the 4th & 5th

August weôllbe taking up our usual place at

anecdotes and the general goings-on, on site.

A truly enjoyable talk and for those of you who

were unable to come, all I can say is that you

missed a treat.

The 4th July was our bi-monthly Committee

Meeting. As you know, these meetings are

closed to Members but if youôdlike a topic

raised for discussion and feedback to the

group, please email David Walton on

secretary@wessexam.uk and ask him to put

your chosen topic on the agenda. After

discussion, either he or the portfolio holder for

that particular topic will get back to you with an

answer.

Our MemberôsEvening on Wednesday, 18th

July was given over to our annual Classic Car

Show. Last year we had a staggering 60+ cars,

but this year that number was dwarfed with in

excess of 145 vehicles. They were even

driving in through the gates just 45 minutes

before the show was due to close at 9:30pm! I

donôtthink I stopped smiling all night! (Full

report and just some of the photos by Matt

Murray to follow).



the West Somerset Steam Railway Associate

annual bash at Norton Fitzwarren. This year

looks to be as full of wonderful old agricultural,

commercial and personal vehicles as well as a

fair smattering of vintage military vehicles as

there ever is. Never a show to disappoint, you

could do far worse than spend your weekend

there. Hopefully Iôllsee some of you there?

Wednesday 5th September sees the

Committee in full óMeetingModeôonce again.

As usual, if you have anything youôdlike to

raise with us, send your queries to

secretary@wessexam.uk for inclusion on the

Agenda.

For the second year running (have you noticed

itôsthe 2nd year for most things?) weôllbe

attending the Somerset Moto Fest at the Fleet

Air Arm Museum, RNAS Yeovilton. This year

itôsbeing held on the 15th & 16th September

and is another place where thereôsósomething

for everyoneô. As always I hope to see as

many of you there as possible and remember,

pop along to the WAM tent and say hello! Iôm

not sure where weôrebeing sited this year

(havenôtreceived the notification papers yet)

but weôllbe thereé somewhere!

Our guest speaker for 19th September is

Adrian White. Adrian is the Managing Director

of E. White & Son, a major funeral director in

Taunton since 1905. Having entered the

business in 1971, Adrian is now the third

generation of his family to run the business.

Heôscoming along to chat to us about his life

as a funeral director and all things spooky!

Well, thatôsit for another quarter. Once again

thanks for taking the time to read my

scribblingôsand I look forward to seeing you at

our regular MemberôsEvenings over the

coming year. Donôtforget, our next big get

together will be the annual Christmas Meal at

the Oake Manor Golf Club on Saturday 8th

December at 12:30pm so donôtforget to book

your tickets!

In the meantime, hereôsto your continued

happy, safe and enjoyable motoring.

Barry ,

Events Co-ordinator

T : 01823 ï254621

M : 07776 ï124001

E : events@wessexam.uk



http://somersetroadsafety.org/page/somerset-moto-fest/240/ http://somersetroadsafety.org/page/somerset-moto-fest/240/ 

www.facebook.com/somersetroadsafety www.twitter.com/SCC_RoadSafety



WAM 2018 Annual Classic Car Show
By Barry Keenan

What a glorious summer weôvebeen havingé

and, Iômhappy to say, continue to have. The

grass is struggling a bit and the ground is a bit

on the hard side, but from my point of view,

that made for absolutely perfect conditions for

the amount of cars that were parked on the

Lady Alice Memorial Ground at Hatch

Beauchamp on Wednesday 18th July at, yep

you guessed it, our 2018 annual classic car

show.

The WAM Committee, our Volunteers and I all

arrived on site early at 3:30pm and started

setup almost immediately. Certainly Tracey

Bristow, our outside Catering guru was on site

by 4 oôclockand already cooking by a ¼ past

in readiness for the expected hordes.

(tracey.bristow@hotmail.co.uk)

Our Guest of Honour this year should have

been Paul Woozley IAM RoadSmart Head of

Membership Services, but unfortunately he

had to withdraw at almost the last minute due

to urgent IAM RoadSmart business that

needed his personal attention in Welwyn

Garden City. Instead, and at very short notice,

Steve Williams, the Chairman of the Hatch

Beauchamp Village Hall Committee stepped in

as our Guest of Honour, and what a sterling job

he made of it too. My sincere thanks to Steve

for coming to our rescue.

Steve Williams, Chairman of HBVH 

Committee being greeted by Andrew 

Griffiths, Chairman of WAM



His usual Assistant Judge and trusted friend,

Andy Harris being unable to attend this year,

our Judge-in-Residence, Mr. Tony Vaughan-

Read, had asked for some support in the

judging team to help spread the load. We were

very fortunate to be able to solicit the brilliant

services of :

ÅChristine Williams, wife of our Guest of

Honour who very sportingly stepped into the

breech left by the absence of Mrs. Woozley.

ÅBob Northover, who kindly donated the Sir

John Timpson Cup which will now be

awarded to the overall runner-up.

ÅMark Deacon, last yearôsshow winner.

ÅHazel Prior-Sankey, last yearôsGuest of

Honour and good friend of the Wessex

Group.

ÅAlice Howe, wife of our esteemed President.

ÅMaggie Keenan my very own wife and muse.

As well as

ÅColour Sgt Andrew Kemp,

ÅCadet Samuel Ping and

ÅCadet Max Brooks, all of Somerset Army

Cadets.

Organising the show wasnôtthat onerous a

task, believe it or not, but running it on the

night, well that was definitely a óteameffortô

and would have been a whole different kettle of

fish if it were not for the superb efforts of each

and every one of them. And whilst Iômsorry if

this is going to sound a little like an excerpt

from some speech at the Oscarôs,but aside

from our Judges, I really would like to name

and thank the following people for their

unstinting help in making the whole night the

success it was.

ÅAndrew Griffiths (WAM Chairman) who

worked tirelessly as our meeter, greeter and

MC.

ÅBrian Howe (WAM President) our VIPôs

escort for the night.

ÅIsobel Jennings (WAM Treasurer) & Andrew

Harrison (WAM Volunteer) who both worked

wonders with running the raffle and raising

such a great amount of money for the group.

ÅDavid Walton (WAM Secretary), our

indefatigable Chief Marshal who directed all

the arriving vehicles to their relevant

marshals for parking.



Our óClassôMarshals without whom the whole

field would have degenerated into an unruly

car-park: John Gilbert (WAM Associate Co-

ordinator); Mike Wotton (WAM Support

Officer): Guy Tucker (WAM Observer); Joe

Caruso (WAM Volunteer) and Ella Waude

(WAM Volunteer).

Supervising the Cadets on the main gate &

manning the visitors car park: Sian & Glyn

Bowen. (WAM Volunteers).

Running the Registration Tent & General

Admin: Paul Green (WAM Observer) & Anne

Bull (WAM Volunteer).

Photographer: Matt Murray (WAM Volunteer).

What a busy little snapper he wasé and the

pictures? Well follow the link and judge for

yourself.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1osbA5

WR07Zd7Xoe-AccVTcwjZ_kmVDLz

To each and every one of you; thank you from

the very bottom of my boots! The show would

not have been as successful without your

wonderful and sustained effort, all freely given.

Thank you one and all! é See you again next

year, by chance?!

(Please note that the copyright for these official

images taken at the show belong to Matt. For

permission to use and reproduce these

images, please email him directly at

matt.murr4y@gmail.com) (Please note that

any photographic images not taken by Matt

were not sanctioned or approved by the WAM

Committee).

For those of you who were able to attend, you

will also have seen quite a few Army Cadets

wandering around. (Including our 3 Cadet

judges). These young men and women were

courtesy of Major Glyn Lancey of Somerset

Army Cadet Force who fielded 20 Cadets to

serve as Marshalôsrunners. (My son

commented that whenever he saw me I had a

military escort. He didnôtknow if they were my

honour guard or I was under Military Arrest!)

And finally Iôdalso like to take the opportunity

to thank the entire Committee of Hatch

Beauchamp Village Hall for allowing us free

reign of the hall and grounds and for the

support that they gave us. Without their

generous and enthusiastic input the show

definitely wouldnôthave happened!

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1osbA5WR07Zd7Xoe-AccVTcwjZ_kmVDLz


Last year we had 64 cars and a classic óbike

on the field; this year we had 145 cars

registered, with a whole pile more who arrived

too late to register (for the judging) plus a

contingent of classic óbikes. Clearly next year I

have to add in a óbikeclass!

Once again we had a really eclectic mix of cars

(and óbikes)turn out and what a really sporting

bunch of owners, too!

Unfortunately it seems that our Singer 9 left the

field before Matt was able to immortalise it in

pictures, but he did get one of Barryôs

immaculate Mk. 1, albeit with the bonnet up.

(What is it with the classic owning fraternity

that they keep wanting to show the oily bits

and not the sleek lines of the car? I mentioned

that to one of the said fraternity who accused

me of being a philistine!)

This year we split the show into

6 different óageôclasses ranging

from pre-war to cars of the

millennium, plus of course, the

American Contingent. With so

many cars from so many eras

(and continents) I really didnôt

envy the role of the judges in

trying to work who should be

ótopof the classôor óbestin

showô. But judge they did and

eventually selected Barry

Griffinôssuperb 1970 Mk.1 Lotus

Escort ótwincamôas our 006

Cup Winner (1st) and James

Hickmanôsbeautiful 1935 Singer

9 óleMansôas our Sir John

Timpson cup winner (2nd).


