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MELKSHAM & DISTRICT GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 
 

 

Social Evenings 
 
Our monthly Social Evenings feature a guest 
speaker or other event, chat, tea and raffle, 
and are held every 3rd Thursday of the month.  
They take place at 19:30 at the Riverside Club, 
Bath Road, Melksham, SN12 6LP, unless 
otherwise advised – if needed, there is a map 
on our Website.  There is a modest charge of 
£1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the 
raffle. 
 
 
 
 
Bring a friend:  All are welcome, including non-
members and members of other groups. 

 
A merry Christmas, and a happy 
and prosperous new year to all 

readers, members, and associates 
of the Melksham group of the IAM 

The Riverside Club 
 

 
 
 

COMING EVENTS (2019) 
 
19:30 Thursday 17 January.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  Please note that future 
planned events will be promulgated shortly.   
 
 
 

NEWS ITEMS 
 

Congratulations. 
 
Congratulations to Mandy Cole, who passed the Advanced Driving Test, and Claire Stringer, who 
passed with a first, driving an electric car. 
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Highway Code Update, by Jack Iason. 
 
Jack Iason has forwarded the following very useful link to the latest Highway Code updates: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code/updates 
 
MAM Christmas Dinner.  
 
The Melksham Group held its Christmas dinner at the Barge Inn, Seend, on Friday 14 December.   
This year the number of attendees was increased to 20, all of whom had a great time.  Many 
thanks to Richard for organising the event. 
 

   
Puddings Please After the Meal Father Christmas at the Head 

of the Table? 
                                                     

ARTICLES 
 

How one insurer is prepping for a world of driverless cars.  Based on an article by Helen 
Lock of The Guardian. 

Smartdriverclub is preparing for the future of tracking technology.  But will everyone be happy to 
hand over this personal data?  

Penny Searles started the Portsmouth-based business three years ago.  Her intention is to build 
a company which will insure vehicles that have sophisticated reporting functions, and inbuilt 
tracking, which would put it in a strong position when driverless cars become widely available. 

Currently it offers telematics insurance, which is based on a driver’s behaviour, such as their 
speed, the routes they take, and what time they drive.  This is measured by an internet-
connected device, usually plugged in underneath their glove compartment.  Drivers stand to get 
discounts based on this data. 

Several motor insurers now offer this service including the AA and Tesco Bank, and newer, 
smaller brands like Marmalade, and Coverbox.  The policies are often aimed at young people 
who are put off driving by the extremely high insurance premiums.  The added bonus is that there 
is some evidence of telematics reducing young-driver casualties as a result of the incentive to 
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drive carefully.  However, it’s still a developing trend, with fewer than 1m policies being taken out 
in the UK last year. 

Searles says, that there are additional things that telematics could do, but currently are not. 

At present, the company is the only telematics insurance provider that can tell users when their 
MOT is due and when the car battery is low.  There is also an automated voice that asks if help is 
needed following an accident; if the answer is “yes”, or a no reply is given, that notifies the 
insurer’s 24-hour team and the emergency services.  It also offers live tracking of where your car 
is, which could help if your family member is out driving late at night, and you’re worried, wanting 
to see where they are. 

The business gained two tech and innovation awards last year from Insurance Times, and in 
2017 Searles was named a rising star of women in the car industry. 

The introduction of fully autonomous cars is expected to lead changes in car insurance.  Issues 
such as speeds, locations and the vehicle decision-making processes will all inform how each 
claim is resolved. 

Motor insurance is still often priced and sold in an inherent manner:  it depends on where you 
live, how old you are, your job, how old your car is, etc.  It’s been that way for a long time. 

The company’s budgets are much tighter than for larger insurers, as selling telematics insurance 
also comes with the overhead of sending a smart device to customers. 

Not everyone will be happy with the capabilities of this technology.  There will always be people 
who want to hide the manner in which they drive, and would prefer not to be tracked.  

Some customers will be wary of possible data breaches, so the system must prevent this from 
happening. 

Research found that 56% of customers would like their insurer to use technology to provide a 
more accurate premium, while 85% would like their insurer to give them insight into how they can 
lower their premium by suggesting changes in behaviour. 

Editor’s comment:  What level of expertise will there be within the Insurance company, to 
determine what is good, or bad driving, based on the technological evidence?   

An article by Peter Soul of the Thames Valley Group (November 2018).  

  

Peter Soul  

 

A PHYSICIST WRITES . . 

As I rounded off last month’s column with a discussion of why the great majority of drivers are 
reluctant to reach for the benefits of an advanced course, I never guessed that this would be a 
main topic aired at our monthly [Thames Valley Group] meeting a couple of weeks later.  Or that 
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the guest speaker would be Mike Quinton, the new Chief Executive Officer of IAM RoadSmart.   
When I did learn that our top man was coming, I couldn’t resist attending the meeting myself. 

Mike told us that he had been in the job for six months.  Early on (in his talk, I mean) he revealed 
that not already being an advanced driver, early on (in the job, I mean) he had embarked on the 
course.  And just two weeks back he had passed the test.  So right now he was probably more 
advanced (this was my thought rather than his) than most of us who had gone through the 
process longer ago! 

Some of the numbers he gave us were impressive: since it was founded in 1956, the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists (as it was until 2016) has raised the standard of driving of nearly half a 
million drivers and bike-riders to a higher level.  The roll-call of active members is currently not far 
short of 100,000.  Mike pointed out, however, that this figure has not changed much in the past 
few years – and when you compare it to the 30 million or so UK drivers, it’s a drop in the bucket... 

IAM RoadSmart seizes every opportunity for publicity in the media, so why aren’t the applications 
pouring in (faster, that is, than existing members are dropping out)? Mike himself thought that a 
significant reason was the term ‘advanced driving’, with its echoes of sixth forms and taxing 
exams (which really don’t reflect a course that takes you forward at your own pace, and puts you 
through a test that you should by then be able to pass without great difficulty). 

After some other group members had offered their views, I chipped in: when the IAM first added 
the name RoadSmart, I had thought that this was merely jumping on the bandwagon of 
everything being labelled ‘smart’ these days.  But suddenly (at the meeting) it had occurred to me 
that advanced driving could itself be renamed smart driving, to catch more people’s attention and 
suggest to them that this activity would raise their esteem among their friends. 

Mike Quinton certainly heard me, but whether he took the idea on board only time will (or might) 
tell!  The discussion then moved on, or should I say back, to the subject of new young drivers: 
having passed their test, they are in one of the two age-groups at highest risk (the other being the 
elderly), being inevitably tempted to explore the limits of their car and their driving, and to 
transport and impress their friends.  This is of course the ideal time for the IAM to catch them – 
but what’s the attraction to them of immediately having to undergo further instruction? 

Mike said that a graduated licence is being considered by the Department of Transport.  This 
could impose restrictions on a driver for two years after passing the test, such as lower speed 
limits, no late-night driving, a limit on the number of passengers, restricted engine size, a reduced 
alcohol limit, and having to display P plates.  (I’ve read that a trial scheme will be launched in N 
Ireland next year.)  Anyway, the word graduated started my mind turning, and so later I raised my 
hand again. 

Couldn’t the IAM push the concept of a single graduated licence that would apply to all drivers 
and cover all stages:  learner, novice (as above), ‘qualified’ (or some such label for the current 
licence that wouldn’t encourage average drivers to think they were expert), then advanced (or 
smart) and maybe, listed at the top, the F1RST and Masters qualifications from the IAM?  I 
should explain that I didn’t put any of this detail into my question at the meeting – what I proposed 
was simply to make advanced driving appear as the natural next step from the ‘qualified’ level, by 
being listed as such on everyone’s licence.  But did Mike Quinton understand what I was getting 
at?  Might it be accepted by the DoT?  Would it work?  Who knows... 

In the coffee break I was approached by someone who remembered that last year I wrote about 
cycling, including mentioning that to go left round a bend you first steer (briefly) right, probably 
without realizing it, in order to generate the necessary tilt to the left.  He had a related question for 
me about riding with hands off the handlebars, namely which way do you first lean when you 
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want to go left?  I played for time, thinking it might be a trick, or that he knew the answer already.   
Finally I said: read my column! 

It only took a little working out. If you’re not handling the handlebars, most bicycles will steer left 
or right according to the tilt you give them – whether you are on the saddle, or walking along 
holding it.  Also, the physics of taking a left-hand bend is the same as when you are riding hands-
on: to get round, you (rider and bike) have to be tilting left. 

To achieve this the front wheel must steer right for a moment, as with hands-on above. But to 
make that happen, the bicycle itself needs to lean to the right.  And to get it to do this, on a nicely 
balanced straight-line course, you first have to lean to the left (by which I mean relative to the 
bike).  The end result is the bicycle tilting and steering left, and round you go. What you mustn’t 
do is think about it! 

I can give you more Don’ts (see below) for no-hands riding, in case you possess a bike and are 
tempted to try it.  But first, what’s the attraction of it (apart from being able to show off)?  Cycling 
websites tell us that professionals find the skill highly useful when they want to eat or drink, or 
add or remove clothing, without stopping and being left behind by le peloton.  It can also help 
anyone develop better control of their bicycle generally. 

But as you might imagine, cycling hands-off is almost as risky as driving with no hands on the 
wheel.  Do not attempt it near people, traffic or obstacles, or on an uneven surface, or in a cross-
wind, or in Australia (where it’s illegal in public spaces), or without toe-clips (because if a foot 
loses contact with its pedal you will crash).  Also, you must keep your speed up and all your 
extremities protected... 

But who am I to lecture you: I haven’t ridden a bicycle in 40 years! 

PUZZLES AND QUIZZES 
 

Know Your Driving and Car? 
 
Answers at the end of the News Magazine (No cheating please!) 
 

QUESTION MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. When Bugatti unveiled the successor to 

its iconic Veyron hypercar. What was its 
name? 

Libero, Chiron, Saltare, or Maniche 

2. Which superstar driver helped test the 
Ford Focus RS? 

Ben Collins, Mika Hakkinen, Ken Block, or 
Jenson Button? 

3. When was the first MX-5 introduced? 1989, 1992, 2001, or 1978? 
4. How fast can the V8 version of the Ford 

Mustang get from 0-62mph? 
5.0 secs, 2.9 secs, 4.7 secs, or 3.1 secs? 

5. The DVLA set a new record for the 
most expensive personalised 
registration plate ever sold in Britain. 
How much was the plate sold for? 

£9781, £152,683, £518,000, or 
£2,000,000? 

6. Shocking statistics released, claimed 
that, incredibly, one in seven new 
drivers have never done what? 

Washed their car, Changed their oil, Used 
top gear, or Driven at night?  

7. When initially released, how much 
horsepower did the Ferrari 488 produce 
from its 3.9-litre twin-turbo V8 engine? 

512bhp, 661bhp, 810bhp, or 488bhp? 
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8. How many hides does Bentley use for 
the seats in its Mulsanne? 

14, 22, 9, or 3? 

9 When Porsche announced one of the 
most radical changes ever to its 
revered 911, what was it? 

Every model is turbo charged, it’s no 
longer called the 911, 4-wheel drive as 
standard, or there’s now an estate 
version? 

10. Owners of which cars were named the 
worst drivers in the country? 

Land Rover, BMW, Ford, or Audi? 

 
FUN CORNER 

 
Father Christmas paid a visit to his doctor.  On arrival he complained of having a mince pie stuck 
up his bottom.  “You’re in luck” said the doctor, “I’ve got some cream for that”.  
(Dawn French – Vicar of Dibley) 
 
“It’s a cracker!” 
 
“What is Santa’s favourite pizza?”   
"One that’s deep-pan, crisp and even.” 
  
“The one thing women don’t want to find in their stockings on Christmas morning is their 
husband”.  

“My Christmas decorations are inflatable. I’m forever blowing baubles.”  

“Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?”   
"A Mince Spy.”  
 
“Which author steals train sets from under the Christmas tree?”   
"Nick Hornby.”  
 
“Why was Theresa May sacked as nativity manager?”   
“Because she couldn’t run a stable government.”  
 
“Where does Father Christmas like to enjoy a mixture of badminton, horse-riding and subtropical 
swimming?”   
“Santa Parcs.”  
 
“Which London Underground line is best with leftover turkey?” 
“The Piccalilli line.”  

“Why did Santa quit smoking?” 
“Because it was bad for his elf.”  

“Why won’t Donald Trump be attending midnight mass this year?” 
“Fake pews.”  
 

READER’S LETTERS/EMAILS 
 
See News Items; Highway Code Update, by Jack Iason.  
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
None this month. 

 
Please forward any questions on motoring and cars etc to john_morley@live.co.uk and an expert 
will hopefully answer them within the News Magazine. 

_________________ 
 
Members who have news items or articles that may be of interest are invited to forward 
them to John Morley at:  john_morley@live.co.uk.  Please title all emails “MAM News Item”. 

________________ 

 

FURTHER NOTICES 

 Email addresses:  Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your 
newsletters by post please let the Editor, John Morley, know your email address.  You will 
benefit from early receipt of the News Magazine, early notice of special events, and we 
save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.  

 Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a 
suggestion for a talk, at our social evenings please advise the Events Coordinator, Richard 
Clark or Caroline Marsden. 

 Publicity:  Current post vacant. 

 Contact Details: If you move house, or your email or telephone number changes, please 
inform John Morley so that you don’t lose contact with us. 

 Drive Check: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new 
members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major. 

 

CONTACT US 

David Major: for queries about IAM Training, Associates and Observing:  07743 246746 
 
Website:  https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/melksham   

Melksham Group Committee:  

Chairman:  Richard Clark:  richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Secretary:  Caroline Marsden:  cmarsdenmiam@outlook.com 
Treasurer:  Douglas Colborne:  douglas.colborne@btinternet.com 
Membership Secretary:  John Morley:  john_morley@live.co.uk 
Chief Car Observer/Associates:  David Major:  dmajor@toucansurf.com   
Events Coordinator:   Temporary (post vacant): richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Melksham News Editor:  John Morley: john_morley@live.co.uk 
Webmaster:   Colin Nunn: colnun@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Disclaimer 
Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those 
of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District 
Group Committee, unless made explicit.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are 
published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute 
changes to plans do occur. 
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Answers to the quiz: 
 

1. Chiron 
2. Ken Block 
3. 1989 
4. 4.7 secs 
5. £518,000:  '25 O' 

(Bought by Ferrari dealer John Collins in 2014. The plate is now thought to be fitted on a 
Ferrari 250SWB, once owned by Eric Clapton, worth around £10million.) 

6. Used top gear 
7. 661bhp 
8. 14 
9. Every model is turbo charged 
10. Land Rover 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  


