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MELKSHAM & DISTRICT GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 
 

 

Social Evenings 
 
Our monthly Social Evenings feature a guest 
speaker or other event, chat, tea and raffle, 
and are held every 3rd Thursday of the month.  
They take place at 19:30 at the Riverside Club, 
Bath Road, Melksham, SN12 6LP, unless 
otherwise advised – if needed, there is a map 
on our Website.  There is a modest charge of 
£1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the 
raffle. 
 
 
 
 
Bring a friend:  All are welcome, including non-
members and members of other groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Riverside Club 
 

Classic British Cars 
1967 4.2 Jaguar E-Type 

 
 

COMING EVENTS (2018) 
 

19:30 Thursday 16 August.  No club night, due to holiday season.  So please don’t come along. 
 
19:30 Thursday 20 September.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  Christopher Clark from 
the Highways Department, Wiltshire Council, will be giving a presentation.  Any questions should 
be forwarded to Richard Clark, in advance. 
 
19:30 Thursday 18 October.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  David Douch, from the 
Swindon Group, will be giving a talk on Car Design and Security.  Come along.  Knowing David, it 
will be an interesting evening. 
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19:30 Thursday 15 November.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  Wiltshire Police will be 
giving a talk on their role with firearms.    
 
19:30 Thursday 20 December.  The MAM will be holding its Christmas Meal at a venue to be 
decided.  All members will be invited. 

 
NEWS ITEMS 

 
MAM Skittles Evening. 
 
The MAM held its annual Skittles Evening at the White Hart Inn, on Thursday 19 July.  The event 
was reasonably well attended, with members enjoying the skittles, food, and drink.  Jane 
Syckelmoore was the lucky/skilled winner of the jackpot, after winning the game of Sudden 
Death. 
 

ARTICLES  
 

A comment about Fuel Cells, by Martin Holden. 
 
Sadly in this world, the large and rich companies of old that have made their money from polluting 
the planet don't want to give up their money, power and control easily.  The big oil companies 
along with the legacy vehicle manufacturers have an undeniable interest in (at first) preventing 
pure electric vehicles and now to slow their inevitable adoption as much as possible.  Billions of 
pounds are now being spent on a concerted effort of misinformation and lobbying to achieve this. 
Like all good propaganda, the message is not direct, but placed subtly, biasing 'news' reports and 
editorials. 
 
Fuel cells fall into a dream category for the oil and car manufacturers, car dealerships as well as 
governments.  It requires virtually the same big infrastructure to make and distribute, makes 
vehicles complex and requires extensive safety servicing.  Governments like hydrogen as this 
central distribution makes it easy to tax. 
 
Conversely pure electric vehicles strikes fear into all these big interests.  Distributed generation 
(even solar panels on your own home), simplified manufacture, very little servicing, and difficulty 
in taxation makes for a lot of enemies. 
 
But fundamentally, fuel cells are pointless: hydrogen is not an efficient carrier of energy, and 
converting it to electricity isn't that efficient either.  Why use electricity to create hydrogen, 
transport it, and then eventually convert it back to electricity, when you can just store the 
electricity directly. 
 
Comparison Chart: 
 
https://www.transportenvironment.org/sites/te/files/EnergyEfficiency_efuel.png 
 
The war has already started though few have noticed, such is how it is being fought through 
subtle marketing and quiet lobbying.  There is much to come over the next few years as this 
moves from behind-the-scenes to a full-frontal onslaught against pure electric vehicles. 
                 
The Jaguar E Type 
 

The Jaguar E-Type, (or the Jaguar XK-E for the North American market), was manufactured in 
Britain between 1961 and 1975, and the car quickly became established as an icon of the 
motoring world. The 150 mph (241 km/h) top speed, sub-7-second 0–60mph (97 km/h) 
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acceleration, monocoque construction, with disc brakes, rack and pinion steering, and all-round 
independent suspension, made the car special for its time.  The E-Type was based on the D-
Type racing car, and on its release in March 1961 Enzo Ferrari named it “the most beautiful car 
ever built".   

 

 

 

The car was initially designed as a rear-wheel drive grand tourer in two-seater coupé form (Fixed 
Head Coupé [FHC]) and as a two-seater convertible "roadster".  A "2+2" four-seater version of 
the coupé, with a lengthened wheelbase, was released several years later. 

Later model updates of the E-Type were officially designated "Series 2" and "Series 3", with the 
earlier cars being referred to as "Series 1."  Because the Series 1 were partly hand made, and 
updates were ongoing, they now often have values greater than the Series 2 and 3.   

The 4.2-litre Series 1 was made in model years 1965–1967 (earlier Series 1 models had a 
smaller, 3.8-litre engine with less torque).   

Prices for the Series 1, 4.2 litre have been as high as $467,000 in 2013, and a 1961 flat floor 
Series 1 sold for $528,000 in 2014.  However, a 1963 E-Type Lightweight Competition, which 
was one of twelve built, sold for $7,370,000.    

Worldwide, including both left and right hand drive examples, a total of 7,828 3.8-litre Series 1 
roadsters were built, with 6,749 of the later 4.2-litre Series 1 roadsters. 

Modifications to the Series 1.5 cars to comply with USA regulations, resulted in reductions in 
horsepower from 265 to 246, and torque from 283 to 263.  Also, US regulations resulted in the 
Series 2 and 3 being fitted with a larger grille, wider wheel arches, and bigger bumpers. 

 

PUZZLES AND QUIZZES 
 

Know Your Driving and Car? 
 
Answers at the end of the News Magazine (No cheating please!) 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 
1. From 1994 - 2007 which car 

manufacturer wholly owned Aston 
Martin? 

Ford, GM, VW, or Rolls Royce. 
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2. Which Aston Martin model has been 
seen in more James Bond movies than 
any other? 

DB4, DB5, DB6, or DB7. 
 

3. Which is NOT an Aston Martin model? DB9, DB8, DB7, or DB2. 
4. Which Aston Martin has the fastest 0-

60 time? 
2010 Aston Martin V12 Vantage 
2004 Aston Martin Vanquish S V12 
2013 Aston Martin Rapide S, or 
2011 Aston Martin DBS Coupe. 

5. What year was Aston Martin founded? 1913, 1924, 1898, or 1901 
6. How much horsepower does the 2014 

Aston Martin V12 Zagato have? 
335, 600, 390, or 510 
 

7. Which word does Aston Martin use to 
designate a convertible car? 

Volante, Spider, Spyder, or None of 
these. 

8. Which layout did the 2007-2012 Aston 
Martin DBS V12 have? 

Rear-Engine, Rear-Wheel Drive,  
Front-Engine, Rear-Wheel Drive,   
Front-Engine, Front-Wheel Drive, or 
Front-Engine, All Wheel Drive. 

9 Auto racing team 'Aston Martin Racing' 
is a partnership between Aston Martin 
and which engineering group? 

Fielding & Platt,  
Norbar Torque,  
Hunslet Engine Company, or  
Prodrive.  

10. The Aston Martin DBS was showcased 
in which 2006 film? 

The Departed,  
Casino Royale,  
The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift, or 
Cars.  

 
FUN CORNER 

 

 
 
An elderly Florida lady did her shopping and, upon returning to her car, found four males in the 
act of leaving with her vehicle. 
  
She dropped her shopping bags and drew her handgun, proceeding to scream at the top of her 
lungs, "I have a gun, and I know how to use it! Get out of the car - NOW!" 
  
The four men didn't wait for a second threat. They got out and ran like mad. 
  
The lady, somewhat shaken, then proceeded to load her shopping bags into the back of the car 
and got into the driver's seat. She was so shaken that she could not get her key into the ignition. 
She tried and tried, and then she realized why. 
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It was for the same reason she had wondered why there was a football, a Frisbee, and two 12-
packs of beer in the front seat. 
  
A few minutes later, she found her own car parked four or five spaces farther down. 
  
She loaded her bags into her own car and drove to the police station to report her mistake. 
  
The Sergeant to whom she told the story couldn't stop laughing. He pointed to the other end of 
the counter, where four pale men were reporting a carjacking by a mad, elderly woman described 
as white, less than five feet tall, glasses, curly white hair, and carrying a large handgun. 
  
No charges were filed. 
  
Moral of the story? 
  
If you're going to have a senior moment...make it memorable! 

______________ 
 
 

 
 

READER’S LETTERS/EMAILS 
 
Please see the article “A comment about Fuel Cells”, by Martin Holden.  
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
None this month. 

 
Please forward any questions on motoring and cars etc to john_morley@live.co.uk and an expert 
will hopefully answer them within the News Magazine. 

_________________ 
 
Members who have news items or articles that may be of interest are invited to forward 
them to John Morley at:  john_morley@live.co.uk.  Please title all emails “MAM News Item”. 

________________ 

FURTHER NOTICES 

 Email addresses:  Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your 
newsletters by post please let the Editor, John Morley, know your email address.  You will 



 
 

 
Affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists 

6 
 

benefit from early receipt of the News Magazine, early notice of special events, and we 
save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.  

 Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a 
suggestion for a talk, at our social evenings please advise the Events Coordinator, Richard 
Clark, or Caroline Marsden. 

 Publicity:  Current post vacant. 

 Contact Details: If you move house, or your email or telephone number changes, please 
inform John Morley, so that you don’t lose contact with us. 

 Drive Check: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new 
members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major. 

 

CONTACT US 

David Major: for queries about IAM Training, Associates and Observing:  07743 246746 
 
Website:  https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/melksham   

Melksham Group Committee:  

Chairman:  Richard Clark:  richard.clark2@talktalk.net 
Secretary:  Caroline Marsden:  group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk 
Treasurer:  Douglas Colborne:  treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk 
Membership Secretary:  John Morley:  john_morley@live.co.uk 
Chief Car Observer/Associates:  David Major:  dmajor@toucansurf.com   
Events Coordinator:   Richard Clark: richard.clark2@talktalk.net 
Melksham News Editor:  John Morley: john_morley@live.co.uk 
Webmaster:   Colin Nunn: webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk 

 
 
 

Disclaimer 
Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those 
of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District 
Group Committee, unless made explicit.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are 
published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute 
changes to plans do occur. 

 
Answers to the quiz: 
 

1. Ford 
2. DB5 
3. DB8 
4. 2010 Aston Martin Vantage 
5. 1913 
6. 510 
7. Volante 
8. Front-Engine, Rear-Wheel Drive 
9. Prodrive 
10. Casino Royal 


