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MELKSHAM & DISTRICT GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 

 

 

Social Evenings 
 
Our monthly Social Evenings feature a guest 
speaker or other event, chat, tea and raffle, 
and are held every 3rd Thursday of the month.  
They take place at 19:30 at the Riverside Club, 
Bath Road, Melksham, SN12 6LP, unless 
otherwise advised – if needed, there is a map 
on our Website.  There is a modest charge of 
£1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the 
raffle. 
 
 
 
 
Bring a friend:  All are welcome, including non-
members and members of other groups. 

 
 

The Riverside Club 
 

 
Classic British Cars 
Marcos GT1600 1968 

 
 

COMING EVENTS (2018) 
 
19:30 Thursday 21 June.  Check Drive Evening commencing at the Riverside Club.  Members 
are invited to come along and hone their skills. 
 
19:30 Thursday 19 July.  The MAM will be holding its Skittles Evening at the White Hart Inn, 
Atworth.  Come along and have fun, and pub grub. 
 
19:30 Thursday 16 August.  No club night, due to holiday season.  So please don’t come along. 
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19:30 Thursday 20 September.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  Christopher Clark from 
the Highways Department, Wiltshire Council, will be giving a presentation.  Any questions should 
be forwarded to Richard Clark, in advance. 
 
19:30 Thursday 18 October.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  David Douch, from the 
Swindon Group, will be giving a talk on Car Design and Security.  Come along.  Knowing David, it 
will be an interesting evening. 
 
19:30 Thursday 15 November.  Social evening at the Riverside Club.  Wiltshire Police will be 
giving a talk on their role with firearms.    
 
19:30 Thursday 20 December.  The MAM will be holding its Christmas Meal at a venue to be 
decided.  All members will be invited. 

 
NEWS ITEMS 

 
Social Evening at the Riverside Club, and MAM Annual General Meeting (AGM), 17 May 
2018. 
 
AGM. 
 
The evening commenced with the group’s AGM, and Richard Clark took the chair in his role as 
Group Chairman.  His report is has been reproduced below: 
 
This year has been a good year for the Melksham Advance Motorists branch. We have continued 
to provide a wide selection of very good speakers who have come to our meetings and given 
talks about a diverse range of subjects. Not all about cars, driving or safety issues. We will 
continue to try to find new and interesting speakers for you, however we do need feedback from 
members to know what companies or subjects you would like us to cover in the future. If you can 
think of any, please let me, or any other member of our committee, know, and we will see what 
we can do. Some of the speakers we had this season were as follows: 
 
Traffic Police 
Julia’s House Hospice 
Clipper Race around the world 
AB Dynamics 
Gill Cardy and her photographs of wild life 
Wilts and Berks Canal Trust 
Les Stiff  - an Observers evening 
  
We still hold a Check Drive evening each year and also have an evening away from the Riverside 
Club to play skittles at a local pub.  
 
Last Christmas we decided not to have a party in the Riverside Club on our normal club evening 
but to have a meal out in The Barge at Seend. Although it was open to all members and their 
partners, not all members elected to attend. However, those who did attend had a very good time 
and therefore we may decide to have another Christmas meal this year. 
 
As discussed at the last AGM, we currently have enough committee members, however this only 
works as most members have two jobs. MAM is not there for the committee but for all the 
members. We only need one or two committee members to resign and the whole of the club 
would be in danger of closing.  It’s not good enough to say, it’s nothing to do with you, if you want 
the club to continue we need additional committee members, even if it’s on a temporary basis to 
help out at time of need.  



 
 

 
Affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists 

3 
 

 
We definitely need to have a succession plan in place in the future. 
 
We continued to have strong finances which your treasurer will explain to you later.   
 
Although over the past year we have had more support to help set up the tables and chairs 
before the start and at the end of the meeting, we still have a problem getting people to help set 
up the cups and saucers for the coffee and tea, serve the refreshments at the end of the talks 
and help wash up after the meeting.  It is usually the same people who carry out these roles.  It 
would be better if we all help to share the burden. I think the refreshments after the talk help the 
speaker to answer more questions and it also provide an environment to socialize. Unless we get 
more helpers, we still may have to consider stopping having refreshments.  
 
I, for one, was very sorry to hear that Sarah Sillars is leaving IAM this year. I’m not sure whether 
it was the board’s decision to only offer a three-year contract or it was Sarah’s decision to only 
work for IAM for this period. I believe that since Sarah Sillars took over the reins IAM has 
reinvented itself and the organization has improved. Under her time at the helm she overturned 
several silly decisions that were made before her time.  
 
IAM RoadSmart now seems to be more professional and business like.  I would certainly not like 
IAM to go back to the way it was three years ago. 
 
I am still not convinced that having IAM training but not having to take a test is particularly a good 
thing.  I realize that at times the company have to change and also appeal to the public, 
especially the youth. I also realise that not every person likes taking a test, but personally I think 
that by taking the test and passing it, it proves that you are worthy of your certificate. 
 
I still am sad that most people who take the test, just do so to prove they can pass, and get the 
certificate. During the year MAM gives the rest of the year as free entry to the MAM.  As I said 
before, we have interesting and varied speakers and it’s a pity that most new people do not 
decide to attend these meetings. IAM needs to provide encouragement for newly passed people 
to stay within IAM. IAM RoadSmart needs to offer better benefits for the membership.  If there 
were more benefits, it might help to attract and keep younger members. I also believe that there 
should be more recognition given for all the hard-working volunteers who help to keep the 
company going. 
 
As per last year I would finally like to say a few words about your committee. 
 
Caroline Marsden – Secretary 
Caroline is the person who provides a venue for our committee meetings and circulates the 
minutes of our committee meetings to the committee members. Caroline also receives details 
from the IAM and circulates them to the appropriate committee member. Caroline also helps me 
in organizing speakers for club evening.  
 
Douglas Colborne – Treasurer 
Douglas is our treasurer who looks after our finances, claims back gift aid and generally keeps 
the group in a good financial position. 
 
David Major – Chief Car Observer 
David looks after the observers who in turn trains people to pass the IAM test and hopefully get 
them to stay within the group. David attends many meetings and encourages other members to 
attend too. 
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John Morley – News Magazine Editor & Membership Secretary 
John is the News Magazine Editor and produces the very interesting monthly magazine we all 
look forward to.  John is always looking for appropriate jokes or articles to be included in the 
magazine.  John is also the Membership Secretary making sure all members are recorded and, 
together with Douglas, ensures that all members are fully paid up members of the club. 
 
Colin Nunn - Webmaster 
Colin is our Webmaster who constantly looks after and updates the MAM website with up to date 
contents especially the events and speakers for club evening. 
 
Therefore, I would like to give my personal thanks to all the committee members and a big thank 
you on behalf of all the MAM members for all the hard work and dedication in giving their time to 
keep this branch open over the past year. Without them and the work they do, we would not 
have, and continue to have, the MAM group. Please continue to support them now and in the 
future, so that we can keep Melksham going for years to come.  
 
Presentation by Maggie Ledbury, PCSO. 
 
Following the AGM, Maggie Ledbury gave a talk on her role as Police Community Support 
Officer.  Among her many duties, she is involved in the control of: 
 
Cyclists using footpaths, notices for littering, out of control dogs, anti-social behaviour, seizure of 
cigarettes and drugs, entering and searching premises (in cases of life and limb danger), seizure 
of vehicles (anti-social behaviour), removal of abandoned vehicles, road checks (suspicious 
vehicles), traffic control, signs at roadsides, cordoning off areas, stop and search in authorised 
areas, photographing individuals for record purposes, and community speed checks. 
 
She also has authority to detain personnel for up to 30 minutes, and in one case she sat on a 
drunken young girl, until the police arrived.   
 
The presentation was well received.  

Melksham Advanced Motorists Privacy Notice. 

You may have heard that the data protection laws are changing.  The new law, called the 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), will apply from 25 May 2018. 

The committee of the Melksham Advanced Motorist, uses your personal information to 
communicate with you, and to send you copies of the monthly magazine. 

Information is held both in paper format and electronically, and your membership renewal forms 
are used to update the membership spreadsheet. 

Information is shared with Observers to enable them to organize drives with new applicants. 

Information is held for seven years for audit purposes, to contact you regarding necessary 
notices, and to inform you of future events. If you do not wish your information to be kept after the 
first year of your membership, please contact the membership secretary who will delete your 
records. 

We do not share or sell any information to any third party. 
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We always take steps to protect your personal information.  

ARTICLES  
 

An article by Peter Soul of the Thames Valley Group (April 2018).  

  

Peter Soul  

 

A PHYSICIST WRITES . . . 

I can’t believe that anyone else listens to the radio in quite the same way that I do! (I lend an ear 
to news and current affairs programmes and to classical music, but that’s not what I mean at all). 
I start with Radio Times – which is wonderfully titled still, though of course it gives comprehensive 
coverage to TV channels as well.  Within a day or two of its arrival I’ve looked through it and 
marked everything of interest. And for me the TV shows are far outnumbered by the radio 
programmes. 

They are on Radio 4 mainly, though enticing items appear on R3 and R4 Extra too.  Late this 
evening on R3, for example, is The Essay: The Book That Changed Me / “Neurosurgeon Henry 
Marsh on how Tolstoy’s War and Peace began a teenage love affair with all things Russian”.  The 
chances are, though, that I shall be doing (or viewing) something else and will miss it.  But no 
matter, because next to my computer is a small pile of past RTs, and in a couple of weeks or so it 
will be the turn of Mr Marsh to be called up on BBC iPlayer to talk to me about his book, while I’m 
dealing with ‘admin tasks’: this is how I frequently listen in. 

And then sometimes additional programmes catch my eye, from their details in the iPlayer listings 
on my screen.  That’s how I recently came across an item on You & Yours about old tyres, 
specifically on coaches. Let me tell you the sad story: in 2012, because of the failure of a tyre that 
was nearly 20 years old, a coach crashed on the A3, the driver and two passengers aged 18 and 
23 were killed, and others were badly injured.  The mother of the younger deceased (younger 
even than the tyre...) began to campaign for a legal age-limit on bus and coach tyres. 

This coach tyre still possessed 40% tread thickness, but it had rotted and delaminated on the 
internal surface.  After hearing the programme, I found a statement from an accident expert that 
age had to be the cause of the failure, as the other possible causes (such as previous damage) 
had all been eliminated.  Though curiously, he was not in favour of a legal age-limit until more 
research had been conducted. 

But the mother recruited her MP, Maria Eagle, to her cause and she introduced a Ten-Minute 
Rule Bill in Parliament last December to ban the use of tyres more than ten years old on buses 
and coaches.  It was opposed by the government (on the same grounds that research was 
needed).  The Bill is however expected to have a second reading on 27 April. 

The puzzle for me in this is that I thought it was common knowledge that tyres should not be kept 
beyond ten years (see my April 2013 column).  As for the spare – or any tyre that’s kept unused – 
it should really be ditched after five years, as it won’t have had the benefit of the chemical 
preservative in it that is designed to be ‘activated’ during normal running.  (The above coach tyre 
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must have been out of use for much of its life.)  OK, the ten years and five years may be arbitrary 
limits, but lines ought to drawn somewhere, so why not there, and why not legally? 

Most of the big coach operators would actually have no argument with these limits (we were told). 
If you want to check whether you are complying with them too, then look for the four-digit number 
on the side of your road-wheels, and on the spare (assuming you are lucky enough to possess 
one): ‘1708’ or ‘1713’ for example would indicate that the tyre was manufactured in Week 17 (the 
end of April) of 2008 or 2013 respectively... 

I’m sorry, this isn’t the cheerful column that you might have hoped for.  I would like to turn now to 
another tragic tale which I encountered one Sunday morning in March, on R5 (just to add to your 
picture of my radio listening!).  It concerned potholes and the accidents they cause.  In 2011 three 
cyclists set out on a charity ride from Lands End to John O’Groats: in N Yorkshire, one of them hit 
(or maybe swerved to avoid) a hole next to a drain cover, and was thrown in front of a following 
car. 

It wasn’t until the inquest three years later that his widow heard that the pothole had been 
reported at least twice previously and also that the road was subject to monthly inspections by N 
Yorks County Council.  The hole was plainly a hazard, but it had been left unrepaired.  And yet 
the council did not (and still doesn’t) accept liability for the death.  It was said on the programme 
that highways authorities have a defence to compensation claims in court if they can demonstrate 
that they have a ‘reasonable’ overall system in place for the inspection and repair of their roads. 
Hence the majority of claims (relating to cyclists, anyway) don’t succeed. 

So the lady who lost her husband has campaigned for a ‘better than reasonable’ system.  One 
thing wrong, she said, was that the code of practice allowed roads to be inspected from a vehicle, 
going in just one direction.  This was inadequate for seeing potholes across wide roads, and 
especially ones hazardous for cyclists. She achieved a code revision that focused on these, 
including defects such as grooves running parallel to the road in which bicycle wheels could 
become trapped.  (And anything good for cyclists, regarding potholes, can’t be bad for vehicle 
drivers too!) 

But the most impressive part of the R5 broadcast came when this lady, and the man who had 
been driving the car following her husband, spoke to each other (for the first time since the 
inquest).  She confirmed that she held him not at all responsible for the outcome, and that she 
realized he also must have been deeply affected by it. He replied that hearing these things 
helped him greatly, as he still thought daily about the event.  He even used to change his route to 
avoid cyclists. But later (he said) he decided to learn to ride a bike himself, in order to try to find 
out what had made the other man so passionate about taking to the road. 

Me, I remember that feeling still, more than 50 years after I last cycled any long distance! Also, I 
don’t recall that potholes were a great problem then.  Now, we’re told, the cost of filling them all 
could be of the order of £10 billion.  Anyway, what we drivers can do – apart from giving cyclists a 
long and wide berth, I should say – is to keep on reporting the holes.  It’s one of my regular 
‘admin tasks’... 
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PUZZLES AND QUIZZES 

 
Know Your Driving and Car? 
 
Answers at the end of the News Magazine (No cheating please!) 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 
1. Name the sports car manufacturer that 

was based in Westbury, Wiltshire. 
 

2. Approximately, how many litres are 
there in one gallon? 

 

3. What name is given to the stickiness of 
lubricating oil? 

 

4. How many cells are there in a 12 volt 
battery? 

 

5. What ex world champion F1 driver, 
became a cyclist and sponsored a cycle 
racing team? 

 

6. What does an engine governor do?  
7. What does a con-rod connect?  
8. What does the term “coupé” refer to?  
9 What type of paint is now commonly 

used for painting cars? 
 

10. What is the world’s fastest production 
car? 

 

 
FUN CORNER 

 
Professional Window Cleaner? 
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What is Happening to Our Language?  By John Morley.    
 
I cannot help it, but I do get rather annoyed when I hear certain phrases and words used in 
modern day English; 
 
“Like”.  Repeated in every sentence, mostly by younger people. 
 
“For free”.  Where did this come from?  It should be “For nothing”, or “Free of charge”. 
 
“Warder”.  The American version of “water”.  Americans pronounce the letter “t” as a “d”, or “rd” 
when it is in the middle of a word.  Why!  
 
“Rent it out” (property).  Should be “Let it out”.  
 
“Power outage”.  What happened to “Power cut”, or “Power failure”. 
 
“Twelve inch ruler”.  This appears to refer to a very short monarch.  It should be “Twelve inch 
rule”. 
 
“You know”.  Repeated in every sentence.  Do I really know?  
 
I haven’t got none.  Does this mean you have got some (double negative)? 
 
No doubt some readers will argue over the above, but I would be interested to hear of any other 
annoying phrases. 

READER’S LETTERS/EMAILS 
 
Email from Pat Ham. 
 
Back to watching/listening to the Grand Prix.  Come on Ricciardo!!!!!!!! 
 
Many, many, years ago I was on a St John duty at Bowood where it was a Renault Day.  To cut a 
long story short, I had a photo taken with Fernando Alonso's mechanic by his car!!!!! 
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Email by Jack Iason. 
 
Watching the electric racing cars in Paris, they explained that when they brake or lift their foot off, 
the battery automatically charges. 
Therefore electric cars should do well on the M25 London to Dover as it is stop go continuously!!! 

 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

 
None this month. 

 
Please forward any questions on motoring and cars etc to john_morley@live.co.uk and an expert 
will hopefully answer them within the News Magazine. 

_________________ 
 
Members who have news items or articles that may be of interest are invited to forward 
them to John Morley at:  john_morley@live.co.uk.  Please title all emails “MAM News Item”. 

________________ 

 

FURTHER NOTICES 

 Email addresses:  Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your 
newsletters by post please let the Editor, John Morley, know your email address.  You will 
benefit from early receipt of the News Magazine, early notice of special events, and we 
save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.  

 Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a 
suggestion for a talk, at our social evenings please advise the Events Coordinator, Richard 
Clark or Caroline Marsden. 

 Publicity:  Current post vacant. 

 Contact Details: If you move house, or your email or telephone number changes, please 
inform John Morley so that you don’t lose contact with us. 

 Drive Check: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new 
members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major. 

 

CONTACT US 

David Major: for queries about IAM Training, Associates and Observing:  07743 246746 
 
Website:  https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/melksham   

Melksham Group Committee:  

Chairman:  Richard Clark:  chairman@m-a-m.org.uk 
Secretary:  Caroline Marsden:  group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk 
Treasurer:  Douglas Colborne:  treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk 
Membership Secretary:  John Morley:  john_morley@live.co.uk 
Chief Car Observer/Associates:  David Major:  dmajor@toucansurf.com   
Events Coordinator:   Post vacant: events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk  
Melksham News Editor:  John Morley: john_morley@live.co.uk 
Webmaster:   Colin Nunn: webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk 
Committee Member:  Don Jones:  donjones1@sky.com 
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Disclaimer 
Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those 
of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District 
Group Committee, unless made explicit.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are 
published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute 
changes to plans do occur. 

 
Answers to the quiz: 
 
1.  Marcos 
2.  4.6  
3.  Viscosity 
4.  6 
5.  Nigel Mansell 
6.  Measures and regulates the speed of an engine. 
7.  Piston to crankshaft, via big and small end bearings. 
8.  A car with a fixed-roof body style usually with two doors. 
9.  Water-based acrylic polyurethane enamel paint. 
10.  The 278 mph Koenigsegg Agera RS.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 


