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MELKSHAM & DISTRICT GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 
 

 

Social Evenings 
 
Our monthly Social Evenings feature a guest 
speaker or other event, chat, tea and raffle, 
and are held every 3rd Thursday of the month.  
They take place at 19:30 at the Riverside 
Club, Bath Road, Melksham, SN12 6LP, 
unless otherwise advised – if needed, there is 
a map on our Website.  There is a modest 
charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a 
ticket for the raffle. 
 
 
 
 
Bring a friend:  All are welcome, including 
non-members and members of other groups. 

 
 

The Riverside Club 

 
Classic British Cars 

Jaguar XK120 
 
 

COMING EVENTS (2019) 
 

19:30 Thursday 21 November.  Social Evening.  PC George Rabczak, Roads Policing Officer, 
will attend our meeting to answer questions about his role.  This meeting was very popular last 
year, as George is a lively speaker.  
 
19:30 Friday 13 December.  The MAM will be holding its Christmas dinner at the Barge Inn, 
Seend.  Make sure you reserve your place/s early for this increasingly popular event. 
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NEWS ITEMS 

 
Congratulations.   
 
Congratulations to Lee Harries, who has passed the Advanced Driving Test. 
 
Presentation on the Antarctic. 
 
John Leyden provided an interesting presentation on the Antarctic at the MAM social evening on 
17 October.  He described his journey to the region, the harsh conditions and temperatures, the 
wildlife, and scenery, some of which is illustrated below.  The seal is a leopard seal, which is a 
ferocious predator, grows up to 3.5 metres in length, and the penguin is an Adélie penguin, which 
is the most common penguin in the Antarctic.  The whole region is strictly controlled against 
pollution, and any debris, or pollutant, has to be taken away, no matter how small.  The 
presentation was enjoyed and well received by all members. 
 

  

  
Leopard Seal Adélie Penguins 

 
Photographs by courtesy of John Leyden  
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ARTICLES 

 
Should Cyclists Have Registration Plates? 
 
Based on an article published by Swinton Insurance, sourced from The Guardian, This Is Money, 
and RoSPA. 
 
Earlier this year, Lord Winston called for cyclists to have a licence plate.  He claimed that an 
aggressive cyclist had kicked him repeatedly, after he had politely advised her of the dangers of 
cycling on a pavement.  He suggested that enforcing licence plates for cyclists would prevent 
“aggressiveness” shown by some cyclists, who can currently remain anonymous.  Apparently he 
isn’t alone in calling for higher standards of riding among cyclists.  A report by Halfords saw 59% 
of people would back the introduction of number plates for cyclists, believing that it would 
encourage responsible riding.  The report also showed that 86% of people would like to see 
tougher penalties for cyclists who don’t abide by the Highway Code, and 81% want to see 
tougher action for cyclists who ride aggressively. 
 

 
IAM Professional Cycling Team 

 
From the cyclist’s point of view, it is of concern that an Australian study found more than half of 
car drivers think cyclists are not completely human.  Albeit that this study was carried out in 
Australia, it indicates a negative sentiment towards cyclists we often see here in the UK.  Those 
who saw people on bikes as less than 90% human were found to display 1.87 times more direct 
aggression towards cyclists than those above that mark.  The lead author of the study, Dr Alex 
Delbosc, said:  “When you don’t think someone is fully human, it is easier to justify hatred, or 
aggression, towards them.  This can setup an escalating cycle of resentment”. 
 
According to the study, 17% of respondents said they had used their car to deliberately block a 
cyclist, 11% had deliberately driven their car close to a cyclist, and 9% had used their car to cut 
off a cyclist.  These are extremely dangerous actions towards cyclists, who are among the most 
vulnerable road users, due to not having the same protection provided by being inside a vehicle. 



 
 

 
Affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists 

4 
 

 
It would appear that people tend to generalise cyclists from the actions they have seen from bad 
cyclists.  Yet, you don't tend to see people labelling all motorist as bad drivers, despite 
encountering bad drivers on the road. 
 
It’s understandable that some motorists feel they are held at a different standard to cyclists.  
Cyclists are not required to pass a test, have a licence, register, or insure their bicycles, and there 
are no laws regulating the training of cyclists.  This may be a source of frustration for drivers.  
However, the suggestion that cyclists should have licence plates carries many complications. 
 
As having a licence plate would require a licencing system, Roger Geffen, policy director at the 
charity Cycling UK, said this would “either massively deter cyclists, or be a massive cost burden” 
to the government.  With cycling providing great health benefits, as well as being environmentally 
sustainable, it’s vital that cycling is not discouraged.  
 
It is important to realise that those cyclists who run red lights, cycle on the pavement, and break 
other laws are in the minority.  To make the roads safer, and a much less stressful place, cyclists 
and car drivers need to find a way they can respect each other, and share the road.  So that there 
is more understanding, The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) have put 
together some things that cyclists would like drivers to know, as well as things drivers would like 
cyclists to know.   
 
What cyclists would like drivers to know! 
 

 They feel threatened by inconsiderate driving. 
 They need to keep away from the gutter to avoid pot holes and debris etc. 
 They feel exposed when turning right. 
 They feel very threatened by close overtaking. 
 They are not deliberately trying to get in your way and slow you down. 
 When they are riding in the middle of their lane, this is so they can see and be seen 

better, and often because there isn’t room for drivers to overtake safely. 
 Large vehicles pose a very high risk to them when they turn left at junctions. 
 They get dazzled by drivers approaching them at night with their main beam switched on 

(Editors comment). 
 
What drivers would like cyclists to know! 
 

 They find it very difficult to see cyclists who don’t use lights at night. 
 They get annoyed when cyclists ignore traffic lights. 
 They get dazzled when very bright cycle lights are not adjusted correctly. 
 They get annoyed when cyclists ride two abreast (even though it is not illegal). 
 They sometimes find it difficult to predict what a cyclist is going to do. 
 They don’t always understand why cyclists sometimes ride in the middle of the lane. 
 When driving large vehicles, they can find it very difficult to see cyclists on their nearside, 

even with all their extra mirrors.  
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PUZZLES AND QUIZZES 

 
Know Your Driving and Car? 
 
This month’s quiz is on classic British cars. 
Answers at the end of the News Magazine (No cheating please!) 
 

QUESTION ANSWER (MULTIPLE CHOICE) 
1. What did the SD stand for in the name 

of the Rover SD1? 
Stirling Development, Specialist Division, 
or Superior Dynamics? 

2. The Triumph Spitfire was one of the 
most popular British sports cars of its 
time. Which Italian designer was 
credited with its pert styling? 

Giovanni Michelotti, Dante Giacosa, or 
Sergio Sartorelli? 

  
3. The Riley Elf was an up-market version 

of the world-famous Mini. Which of 
these Mini engines was never available 
in the Elf? 

1275cc, 998cc, or 848cc? 

4. The Ford Corsair was an upmarket 
model based heavily on the Cortina – 
but which unusual engine configuration 
was it offered with? 

Flat four, V4, or Inline 5? 

5. The Series 4 was the final version of 
Aston Martin’s dramatically-styled 
Lagonda luxury saloon. In which year 
did production cease? 

1986, 1988, or 1990? 

6. A Rover V8 engine was shoe-horned 
under the bonnet of the MGB GT to 
create the GT V8. Which size engine 
did it use? 

3.5 litre, 3.9 litre, or 4.0 litre? 

7. The Hillman Hunter was one of a 
number of badge-engineered Rootes 
Group family cars collectively known as 
the Rootes Arrow. But what was the 
Humber-badged version called? 

Snipe, Hawk, or Sceptre? 

8. The original Range Rover was 
launched in 1970. With which name 
were the car’s pre-production 
prototypes famously badged in an 
attempt to confuse onlookers? 

Vinel, Vonro, or Velar? 

9 The Jaguar XK120 famously set the 
world record for the fastest flying mile 
with Ron ‘Soapy’ Sutton behind the 
wheel in 1949, and then again with 
Norman Dewis driving in 1953. Where 
were those records set? 

Reims, France, Pendine Sands, Wales, or 
Jabbeke, Belgium? 

10. The Singer Chamois was a badge-
engineered version of the Hillman Imp. 
How did it relate to the car on which it 
was based? 

It featured a larger engine for better 
performance and cruising.  It was 
supposed to be more upmarket, with 
wood trim and better seats.  Or, It offered 
more space, with a wheelbase that was 
35mm longer. 
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FUN CORNER 

 
The Nobel Prize by John Leyden 
 
I see the man who invented the door knocker has won a Nobel prize.  
 
Bristolian – English 
 
I led in me bed. (Bristolian) – I laid in my bed. (English)  
That’s a good ideal! (Bristolian) – That’s a good idea! (English) 
I’ve got a Ford Fiestal. (Bristolian) – I’ve got a Ford Fiesta. (English) 
That’s a nice drawling. (Bristolian) – That’s a nice drawing. (English) 
I’m going to Asdol’s.  (Bristolian) – I’m going to Asda’s. (English) 
 
Typing Error 
 
Arial and Times New Roman walk into a pub.  “Get out of here!”  Shouts the landlord.  “We don’t 
serve your type!” 
 
Doddy Gags 
 
“I haven’t spoken to my mother-in-law for 18 months.  I don’t like to interrupt her.”  
 
“Men’s legs have a terrible lonely life – standing in the dark in your trousers all day.” 
 

READER’S LETTERS/EMAILS 
 
Unfortunately none this month.   
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
None this month. 

 
Please forward any questions on motoring and cars etc to john_morley@live.co.uk and an expert 
will hopefully answer them within the News Magazine. 

_________________ 
 
Members who have news items or articles that may be of interest are invited to forward 
them to John Morley at:  john_morley@live.co.uk.  Please title all emails “MAM News Item”. 

________________ 

 

FURTHER NOTICES 

 Email addresses:  Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your 
newsletters by post please let the Editor, John Morley, know your email address.  You will 
benefit from early receipt of the News Magazine, early notice of special events, and we 
save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.  

 Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a 
suggestion for a talk, at our social evenings please advise the Events Coordinator, Richard 
Clark or Caroline Marsden. 
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 Publicity:  Current post vacant. 

 Contact Details: If you move house, or your email or telephone number changes, please 
inform John Morley so that you don’t lose contact with us. 

 Drive Check: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new 
members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major. 

 

CONTACT US 

David Major: for queries about IAM Training, Associates and Observing:  07743 246746 
 
Website:  https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/melksham   

Melksham Group Committee:  

Chairman:  Richard Clark:  richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Secretary:  Caroline Marsden:  cmarsdenmiam@outlook.com 
Treasurer:  Douglas Colborne:  douglas.colborne@btinternet.com 
Membership Secretary:  John Morley:  john_morley@live.co.uk 
Chief Car Observer/Associates:  David Major:  dmajor@toucansurf.com   
Events Coordinator:   Temporary (post vacant): richard.clark2@talktalk.net  
Melksham News Editor:  John Morley: john_morley@live.co.uk 
Webmaster:   Colin Nunn: colnun@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Disclaimer 
Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those 
of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District 
Group Committee, unless made explicit.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are 
published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute 
changes to plans do occur. 

 
Answers to the quiz: 

 
1. Specialist Division  
2. Giovanni Michelotti 
3. 1275cc 
4. V4 
5. 1990 
6. 3.5 litre 
7. Sceptre 
8.  Velar 
9. Jabbeke, Belgium 
10. It was supposed to be more upmarket, with wood trim and better seats 


